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MEMOIR

OF

ADMIRAL SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON,

A

CHAPTER I.

By the arrival of the French Admiral before Navarin
on the 21st of September whilst a portion of the Turkish
fleet was still outside the harbour, not only was the
force under Sir Edward Codrington increased, but in-
stead of the isolated and critical responsibility of the
English squadron, a joint action of the Allies was par-
tially secured.

Although the Russian squadron was still absent, yet
Sir Edward Codrington and Admiral De Rigny at once
commenced proceedings, and in an interview with
Ibrahim Pacha, declared the determination of the Allied
Courts to carry out the Treaty, and the necessity im-
posed on the Admirals to enforce the armistice referred
to in their instructions.

From Admirals Sir E. Codrington and Count de Rigny to his
Highness Ibrahim Pacha.

) Before Navarin : September 22, 1827,

As Your Highness appears to have entertained sonie doubt
of the perfect harmony which exists among the three Allied
Powers, I must inform you that, Admiral Codrington having
communicated to me the letter which he had the honour to
address to Your Highness, during a calm which detained me
at some miles from this place, we have thought proper to
transmit to you a second copy of it in French, and sigied
by us both. !

&e., &e., &e.,
VOL. IL. B Dz Riexy.



2 MEMOIR OF SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON.

We have the honour to inform Your Highness, that in con-
sequence of a Treaty signed at London, between England,
France and Russia, the Allied Powers have agreed to unite
their forces for the purpose of preventing the transport of
any troops, arms, or warlike stores to any part of the con-
tinent of Greece, or of the islands. This measure has been
adopted, as much for the interest of the Grand Signior himself,
as for the benefit of all nations trading in the Archipelago;
and the Allied Powers have taken the humane precaution of
sending a very strong force to prevent all possible opposition
on the part of the Turkish commanders, whose resistance
would not only bring with it their own destruction, but would
also be very hurtful to the interests of his Highness.

It would be as painful to us, as it would also be to our
respective sovereigns, whose great desire it is to spare the
effusion of blood, to be compelled to use force on this ocea-
sion. We earnestly beg you not to oppose a resolution, the
execution of which it is not in your power to resist; for we
must not conceal from you that, although it is our desire to
put an end to this cruel war by conciliatory means, our orders
are such that we must proceed to the last extremity rather
than forego the object for the accomplishment of which our
sovereigns are allied. If then, on this oceasion, a single gun
is fired against our flags it will be fatal to the Ottoman fleet.

The undersigned have the honour, &c.,

Epwarp CopriNeTON, Vice-Admiral, &c.
H. oz Rieny, Rear-Admiral, &e.

From Admiral De Rigny to Sir E. C.
¢Syréne,’ Navarin : ce 23 septembre 1827,

. MonsieEUrR L’AMIRAL,—Je viens d’avoir une conférence

particuliére avec Méhémet * Ali. Je n’ai pas voulu en avoir
une publique, parce que je erois trés & propos que nous fassions
ensemble cette démarche en présence d’Ibrahim, du Capitan
Bey, et de Tahir Pacha. Je ne doute pas que la résolution
@’Ibrahim Pacha soit de ne pas sortir: il a fait donner cette
nuit Pordre a sa flotte de rentrer, mais je sais que cet ordre
avait été provoqué par I’Amiral ture, qui est dehors. Il
parait que d’aprés quelques paroles du Capitaine Hamilton,
il eraignait qu’on ne mit obstacle 4 la rentrée de cette partie
de la flotte; et son inquiétude s’aceroit par cette circonstance
que c’est la flotte de Constantinople qui est ainsi exposée,
et que cela pourrait paraitre une combinaison concertée
entre nous et lui. Il veut expédier une goélette a son pére,

* [Ste.] An evident mistake for Ibrahim Pacha.



LETTER TO ADMIRALTY. 3

et un courrier a Constantinople, et tout suspendre jusqu’a
de nouveaux ordres: c’est donc une suspension d’armes de
fait ; il demande alors, si les Grecs, rencontrant cette
goélette, nous permettrions qu’ils Parrétassent—puisque vous
exigez de moi que je n’aille pas & Hydra, ne devez-vous pas
exiger des Grecs qu’ils s’abstiennent de leur c6té de toutes -
hostilités? Dans cette circonstance, Monsieur 1’Amiral, je
vous prie d’entrer; je crois que nous aurons un résultat
passable ; si non, nous emploierions les grands moyens. Mais
au moins nous aurong épuisé tous ceux de la persuasion.

Mr. Cradock vous donnera plus de détails, auxquels
j’ajouterai, aussitot que vous paraitrez, ceux que j’aurai pu
encore recueillir. Je pense que vous approuverez que j’ai
prié le Capitaine du ‘Dartemoute’ de vous porter cette lettre.
Je vous prie d’agréer de nouveau ma haute considération.

Le Ctre-Amiral
H. De Riexy.

From Sir E. C. to the Admiralty.
¢ Asia,’ off Navarin: September 25, 1827,

Sir,—On the 19th of September, still finding myself
without the aid of Rear-Admiral De Rigny, I sent the
enclosed documents* (Nos. 1 and 2) into the port of Nava-
rin. After receiving the report (No. 3) made by Captain
Baillie Hamilton, who was employed by Captain Fellowes to
execute this service, I sent in the note (No. 4) with the
extracts therein mentioned. On the 22nd, on being joined
by Rear-Admiral De Rigny, we agreed to take advantage of
Ibrahim Pacha having expressed doubts of the truth of our
union, to send in the letter (No. 5); and the Rear-Admiral
acceded to my request, that he would support it by going
into Navarin himself, accompanied by Lieut.-Colonel Cradock.
At 6 in the evening Colonel Cradock returned in the ¢ Dart-
mouth’ to strengthen the Rear-Admiral’s opinion that I
should have a personal interview with the Pacha. Accord-
ingly the ¢Asia’ obtained an anchorage here yesterday
evening ; and it was agreed that the whole of the Turkish
ghips should also come in to prevent a suspicion of collusion

* Encrosuxre No. 1.
No. 1. Letter to the Turkish Admiral.
. Note to the Austrian Commander.
. Captain Baillie Hamilton’s report.
. Note to Tbrahim Pacha.
. Joint letter from the English and French Admirals.
. Letter from Sir E. C. to Ibrahim Pacha, September 24.
. Mr. Dyer’s memorandum of the Conference with Ibrahim.

B2

SO O oD



4 MEMOIR OF SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON.

arising from the circumstance of the Egyptian division not
having yet put to sea. Upon the ¢ Asia’ anchoring I sent
the letter (No. 6), and this morning saluted the Pacha with
19 guns, which was returned with equal number. At 9 aA.M.
to-day I received an invitation to attend the Pacha, according
to my letter ; and I have now to inform you, for the informa-
tion of his Royal Highness, of the result. It is agreed that
the Turco-Egyptian fleet shall remain in the port of Navarin,
and there suspend hostilities until the Pacha can receive
from Constantinople and Alexandria orders consequent on
his representation of the communications which we have
made to him—{first, of our orders and the necessity we are
under of enforcing them tothe utmost necessity ; and secondly,
of his finding it impossible to resist them without the sacri-
fice of the whole expedition under his command. It will
not be deemed necessary that I should attempt to detail a
discussion of about three hours, in the presence of the whole
Turco-Egyptian chiefs, by which this arrangement was
brought about. It will; I trust, suffice that the result should
have been an armistice m fact, as far as this great expedition
is concerned, which the Porte itself has peremptorily refused,
for a period of about a month, whilst the Greeks are still at
liberty to profit during that interval for improving their
internal condition. I have communicated this despatch to
Mr. Stratford Canning.
I have, &e.,
Epwarp CODRINGTON.

A letter identical with this in substance was written
to Mr. Stratford Canning at Constantinople, as well as

. to Lord Dudley in England.

P.S.—As the circumstance of Rear-Admiral De Rigny’s
not having joined me with his squadron until the Turkish
fleet was actually out of the harbour and waiting only for
the Egyptian division, may otherwise leave an unfavourable
impression, I think it incumbent on me to say that I have
derived the greatest possible benefit from his personal support
and assistance, and that he has contributed greatly to the
establishment of the present favourable state of affairs.

E. C.

From Sir Il. Codrington to Ibrahim Pacha.

H.B.M.’s ship ¢ Asia,” at Navarin: September 24, 1827.

SirR,—As I am come into this port, to explain the orders
under which I am acting, and the neecessity I am under of

S A e




CONFERENCE WITH IBRAHIM PACHA. 5

obeying them to the fullest extent, whatever may be the
consequences, it i3 my wish that I may be permitted to do
so in the presence of all the principal chiefs commanding in
the Turkish expedition.
&e., &e., &e.,
To his Highness Tbrahim Pacha, Epwarp CobrINGTON,
- &e., &e., &e.

Memorandum of the Conference at Navarin, September 25,
1827, with Ibrahim Pacha.

Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Codrington having entered the
port of Navarin on the 24th September, 1827, with the in-
tention of having a conference with Ibrahim Pacha, the next
morning was appointed by Ibrahim for receiving Sir Edward,
as well as Rear-Admiral De Rigny, who had likewise entered
Navarin at the same time with the English admiral.

On the 25th, at 10 A.m., Sir E. Codrington landed, accom-
panied by Captain Curzon, of the ¢ Asia,” Lieutenant Dilke,
his flag-lientenant ; Mr. Dyer, his secretary ; the Honourable
Colonel Cradock, and Mr. Codrington, midshipman; and
joining the French admiral on the beach, who was accom-
panied by some of his officers, they proceeded together to
the tent of Ibrahim Pacha. All the Turkish and Egyptian
chiefs, with the exception of Tahir Pacha, who was said to
be unwell, were ranged on one side, and the officers of the
French and English squadrons took their seats on the other.

After the introduction and usual Turkish compliments
had passed, the Admirals began by informing Tbrahim that,
in consequence of a treaty which had been signed by England,
France and Russia, it became their imperative duty to inter-
cept every supply sent by sea of men, arms, &c., destined
against Greece, and coming from Turkey or Africa in gene-
ral; and in order to show the perfect frankness which they
wished to use in all their relations with him, they read to
him, in extenso, those parts of their instructions which were
applicable to the case in point.

Tbrahim replied that the Admirals must be aware that he
was a soldier, like themselves, and that to obey orders was
as imperative a duty to him as to them; that his orders
were to attack Hydra, and that he must put them in execu-
tion ; that it was his part to act and not to negotiate, and
that he must refer them to the Grand Signior for any diplo-
matic arrangement.

The Admirals answered that they were aware what must
be the feelings of a brave man under such circumstances,
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and that they congratulated him on having a force opposed
to him which it was impossible to resist. They reminded
him that if he put to sea in defiance of their amicable warn-
ing, they must carry their instructions into execution, and
that if he resisted by force, the total destruction of his fleet
must follow; and that it would be an act of madness which
the Sultan could not applaud. . The Admirals said that per-
haps if they regarded their feelings as mere military men,
his obstinacy would only afford them a means of distinction
which they might wish; but in the present friendly relations
between the Allies and the Turks, they would deeply deplore
any circumstance which could tend to compromise the good
terms which subsisted. It was the sincere wish of the three
Governments, and their positive instruction, to avoid what-
ever might tend to a rupture; and that it was with this view
at heart that they had come thither to open his eyes to the
situation in which he stood; that they wished to make this
declaration before an assembly of his chiefs, in order that
no doubt might be entertained as to the real intentions of
the Admirals; that no distrust might be generated amongst
his officers with regard to the communications of the Admi-
rals with himself.

Ibrahim then replied that he acknowledged the weight of
what he had heard—it was true that when his orders had
been sent to him from Constantinople, the actual state of
affairs, and the risk of a collision with the combined fleet,
had not been foreseen. He would therefore take upon himself
to suspend all operations of the land and sea forces forming
the expedition from Alexandria till he received answers
. from Constantinople and Alexandria by couriers, which he
would immediately despatch; until that period the expedi-
tion should remain stationary at Navarin. He, at the same
time, asked permission to send two despatch vessels, one to
Alexandria and the other to Previsa, which was immediately
granted. The Admirals offered even to send a vessel with
them to ensure their safety; but this, he said, would com-
promise the dignity of the Turkish flag.

The Admirals then said that his promise satisfied them,
and that they would trust to his word of honour as they ex-
pected that he would trust to theirs. Ibrahim put his hand
upon his heart and said thatit was sacred ; but added, ¢ when
I have promised this, I must say that I cannot think it just
you should impose this obligation on me, and allow the
Greeks to prosecute hostilities.” The Admirals answered that
it was not a parallel case, for that the Greeks had accepted
the mediation of the Allies, and that the Turks had not. Sir
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E. Codrington then said that, to prove to Ibrahim the fair-
ness with which he wished to act, in consequence of in-
formation he had received of Lord Cochrane’s intention to
excite an insurrection beyond the actual theatre of war, he
would himself put a stop to his proceedings.

The conference here ended, and the Admirals re-embarked.
Next morning (the 26th) Mr. Abro, the Pacha’s interpreter,
came on board the ¢Asia,” and told Sir Edward Codrington
that Tbrahim had received intelligence in the interval, of Lord
Cochrane having made a descent upon Patras; that his
first impulse had been to cut his cables, break the armistice,
and sail in the night, but that fortunately he had thought
better of it ; and that he came on board from the Pacha to
request permission to send a part of his fleet to Patras. This
was peremptorily refused, and it was agreed that, if the
Pacha still showed a disposition to assert a right to rein-
force Patras, that Mr. Abro should return on board ; but if,
on the contrary, the Pacha acquiesced in the prohibition of
the Admiral according to the arrangement of the day before,
that no further communication was necessary. Mr. Abro
did not return, and on the same night the ¢Asia’ and ¢Sy-
réne’ put to sea.

Tbrahim wished, after the conference, and more particu-
larly when he had pledged his word of honour to observe the
armistice, to talk on other subjects not connected with the
treaty, &ec.; but Sir Edward Codrington said to the drago-
man (Abro) : ‘I wish to understand before the conversation
ends, whether his Highness fully comprehends all that has
been communicated from me and Admiral De Rigny to you;’
to which he replied ¢ Yes, fully.’

Hexry S. DyYER, Secretary to Vice-Admiral
Sir Edward Codrington, K.C.B.

HoparT CrADOCK, Lieut.-Colonel.

Epwp. Curzon, Captain of H.M.S. ¢Asia.’

From Admiral De Rigny to the Comte de Guilleminot.
(Translation.)

¢ Syréne,” Navarin: September 26, 1827,
MonsiEUR LE CoMTE,—I have the honour to inform your
Excellency that I arrived before Modon and Navarin
September 21. Thirty-two ships of the Turkish fleet, of
which three were ships of the line, seven frigates, the rest
brigs and corvettes, were cruising off the entrance to the
harbour. These ships were evidently filled with troops ;
eighty other vessels of all kinds were within the harbour.
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One English corvette and two brigs, in search of their Ad-
miral, were with us at the time; one had on board Mr.
Cradock. The same day at noon we saw the English ships
which had been becalmed to the westward. The following
day we joined them in the presence of the same Turkish
ships. I went on board the ¢ Asia’ to confer with Admiral

Codrington. He told me that while cruising near Hydra, .

he learnt, on meeting with a Greek vessel, that the Turkish

fleet had arrived on September 7 at Navarin, and that they

were hastening the embarkation of troops for the expedition
to Hydra; that this meeting had made him decide to re-
pair to Modon ; and that he had sent forward his cutter to
give notice of his intention, but that, a strong north wind
coming on unexpectedly, this information had not been able
to reach its destination. On seeing the Turkish fleet make
such hasty preparations, he had thought proper to address,
in his own name, to the Turkish Admiral commanding the
ships outside the harbour, a letter, which had been carried
by an English officer to the Capitan Bey; but he having
refused to open it, saying that he was under the orders of
Ibrahim, and that to him the letter must be addressed, the
same letter was then taken to Navarin, and given to
Ibrahim. Tt appears that, on reading this letter, written in
English, which the dragoman of the Pacha does not under-
stand very well, Ibrahim expressed some doubt on its being
the unanimous opinion of the three chiefs of the Allied
Squadron—the more so, that at the date of its being written
the French ships were not within sight of Navarin. Ad-
miral Codrington having communicated to me the report of
the British officer whom he had sent to Ibrahim, and having
* informed me that he had despatched the ¢ Dartmouth ’ frigate
to Navarin, I proposed to Sir Edward Codrington, in order
to give to the step which he had taken that character of
concert which might appear to be wanting to it in the eyes
of the Turkish chieftains, that the same letter which he had
written should be translated into French and sent again to
Ibrahim Pacha, signed by us both, under the form hereunto
annexed. In order to act in this matter with greater effect,
it was agreed between Sir Edward Codrington and me, that
1 should go myself to Navarin, and, after an interview with
Ibrahim, at which I should point out to him that the
menaces mentioned in that letter would certainly and speedily
be carried into execution, I should let the English Admiral
know if I saw any necessity for his coming to join me in a
final appeal. T anchored at Navarin on the 22nd, and im-
mediately forwarded to Ibrahim the letter agreed upon, re-
questing him to appoint a place of meeting, which was fixed

PPV W O S e ——
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for the following morning at whatever hour I should choose.
At 8 o’clock I was in his tent: he was there alone with
Tahir Pacha, who commanded one of the two divisions of
the fleet at Constantinople. When Ibrahim, who was de-
sirous of a private interview, made a sign to Tahir Pacha to
withdraw, the latter made him repeat it, and testified some
displeasure ; his distrust was evident. At this interview
with Ibrahim Pacha, he did not attempt to conceal his em-
barrassment. He found himself in the same position at
Navarin as his father was at Alexandria. The eyes of the
Turks were upon him; and these conferences, rather of a
confidential nature, excite in them feelings of jealousy
towards the Egyptians. I forcibly depicted to him the
results of the obstinacy of the Sultan: I told him the total
destruction of the Ottoman fleets would be the consequence
of it. T then learnt, that although he had not had, either
from the Porte or from his father, any order relative to the
circamstances which had lately taken place, he knew on
August 13, by a messenger from England and Trieste, that the
Treaty was signed ; that he had for a long time expected his
fleet, always hoping that he should have time to settle mat-
ters at Hydra before we could throw any obstacles in his
way ; that this fleet being now arrived, he had hurried on
his preparations, and that on the 21st the two last divisions
of his fleet were ready, the troops embarked—when, at the
moment he thought of attaining his object, and of glvmcr a
mortal blow to the Greeks, he found himself arrested in his
progress by an obstacle which he knew to be insurmountable.
That he was about to send couriers to his father and to Con-
stantinople with the summons which had been addressed to
him ; that he would order those divisions to return which
were outside the port ; and on this subject he expressed some
astonishment at what the British officer who had been sent
to him had said of opposition which might even be made to
their return to port. He was most anxious to be informed
on this point. This matter not having been discussed by Ad-
miral Codrington and myself, I replied that it was not pro-
bable that, while I was talking to him, there should exist an
idea of preventing the return of his division; but that T
could assure him, in my own name as well as in that of Sir
Edward Codrington, that his fleet would not be permitted by
us to take any outward direction excepting only that of Alex-
andria. With regard to sending these couriers, I told him
that he would do well to await the arrival of the British
Admiral, whom a contrary wind at this moment prevented
from approaching the port; that the courier’s vessel might
be taken by the Greeks. ¢So then,” cried he with some
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warmth, ¢ whilst you require of me to suspend all operations,
you allow the Greeks to do as they wish; that is not just.
I answered him, that the obstinacy of the Grand Signior, in
not accepting a mediation which it was his interest to have
done, might, although there was no change in our desire
for peace, effect a change nevertheless in the nature of the
means to be employed, &e. His situation, he said, was too
embarrassing ; he could not escape from it until he received
fresh orders. It is a most unfortunate thing for me that
you did not make this demand at Alexandria when the fleet
was there; all would now have been settled.” He then
turned to the subject of the fortified places, under the sup-
position of the evacuation by him of the Morea. ¢Never,’
said he, ¢ will the Grand Signior consent to give back the
fortified places to the Greeks; he would rather die under the
ruins of Constantinople.” ¢There is no question of the for-
tified places,” said I; ‘that will be decided at a future time.
‘What is required at present is to obtain an armistice, either
with the consent of the Porte or by force, which will compel
the Porte to treat. In establishing it de facto, you may per-
haps save the Ottoman empire; you will at least save your
father and your inheritance. Your father is old, and much
burdened with cares. Reflect. Egypt with its riches is of much
more value than the Morea, of which you are making a desert.’

Doubtless Ibrahim would wish to withdraw himself
from the difficult position in which he finds himself—one
word from his father would decide him; but in the pre-
sence of the Turkish fleet and its chieftains, he is exposed to
their distrust, which has been roused ever since the interview
- with the officer sent to him by the British Admiral; that
officer, pursuing his written instructions, which he held in
his hand, turned the conversation on Egypt,on the desire which
was felt to respect his father’s interests, &e. &e., expressions
which, although suppressed or modified by his Dragoman,
had nevertheless been understood by one of the persons pre-
sent (Tahir Pacha), and interpreted and spread about as the
result of an understanding between him and us. One cir-
cumstance has given to this jealousy a more serious charac-
ter. Tahir Pacha, incensed at what passed yesterday, retired
on board his ship, and refuses to leave it. Ibrahim has sent
me his confidential dragoman to acquaint me with this
occurrence, which appears to occupy his attention much.
Thus, at the point where matters are now arrived, the object
would appear for the moment gained, as far as regards the
terms of the second instructions, which require, ¢that the
measures to be adopted against the Ottoman marine should not
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degenerate into hostilities, and that the armastice at sea, which
the Porte might not concede de jure, should be established de
factoy for I repeat, there is no doubt that Ibrahim does not
wish to commit himself without receiving further orders from
the Porte, which I am inclined to believe he would not obey
if his father advised him otherwise. His hundred and odd
vessels which have re-entered Navarin can never sail out
again in a body; the expedition against Hydra has failed
and become impossible, as much from the nature of the
obstacles thrown in its way, as from the jealousies which
have arisen between the Turks and the Egyptians. We may
be quite sure that Ibrahim will wait until the return of the
couriers. If, on the contrary, in spite of the repeated sum-
mons, or even after the return of the couriers, he resolves to
pursue the orders he has received to destroy Hydra, we can-
not fail to meet with him in the Archipelago; we recover the
advantage which we should have enjoyed if we had possessed
the power of acting before his fleet had entered Navarin,
and by compelling him to return to Egypt with his fleet
entire, or dispersed, great progress would be made in the
business. In order to effect this, it is only necessary to watch
his fleet by two or three brigs, of which one would always
remain off the islands of “Sapienza, and to have the ships
always ready to unite at the first intelligence, and to close
every other passage except that of Alexandria for the Egyp-
tians, and that of the Dardanelles for the fleet of Constanti-
nople. At that point we shall have exhausted all indirect
means, we shall have pursued the spirit and letter of the
instructions ; in any case I do not now think that, should
we meet this large squadron at sea, it would oppose any re-
sistance to the notification which would be made to it, the
more so that we shall then be joined by the Russian squad-
ron. On the 24th I sailed out of Navarin to meet Admiral
Codrington ; and the same evening, and at the same time
with the Turkish division, which was re-entering, we cast
anchor at Navarin with the intention of making on the follow-
ing day, personally to Ibrahim, when surrounded by the chiefs
of his fleet, a public notification, reserving at the same time
for himself alone, and in consideration of the personal situa~
tion of his father, communications of a confidential character.
On the 25th, at 10 o’clock in the morning, Sir Edward
Codrington and myself, accompanied by Mons. Achille Rouen,
first Secretary of Embassy, by Mr. Cradock, attached to the
British Mission, and by some French and English officers,
repaired to the tent of Ibrahim Pacha, where we found him
surrounded by his principal officers. After the usual com-
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pliments, we stated to him, each in turn, in English and in
French (the replies being all made in French), the orders
with which we were charged, in consequence of the refusal
of the Porte to accept the mediation. Some paragraphs of
the second instruction to the Admirals were then read to
him, terminating with a formal declaration to establish de
Jfacto an armistice, and to destroy any Ottoman vessels which
should break it. After having listened with the utmost at-
tention and coolness to our declarations, the Pacha replied,
‘that as a servant of the Sublime Porte he had received
orders to press the war in the Morea, and to terminate it by
a decisive attack upon Hydra; that he had no authority to
listen to communications such as we had made to him, nor
to act upon his own responsibility. That, however, the
orders of the Porte not having foreseen the extraordinary
case which presented itself, he should forthwith send couriers
to Constantinople and into Egypt, and that till their return
he gave his word that his fleet should not quit Navarin,
however hard it was upon him to be thus arrested just at
the moment when all was settled, because the force of his
expedition, as we ourselves saw, was too strong for the
Greeks to resist. That ¢if his Sovereign, who was the best
judge of his real interests, still maintained in force his first
orders, he should obey them whatever might be the result of
the unequal struggle in which he should be engaged.” As
his couriers were to go by sea and in his vessels, he asked if,
while we required a suspension of hostilities on his part, we
would leave it in the power of the Greeks to attack his
vessels? Upon this we proposed to him to allow his vessels
. to be accompanied by one of ours; but he did not appear to
be pleased with this proposal, which might be considered as
derogatory to him; and he preferred to risk meeting with
the enemy, from which, on the other hand, we could not
secure him, since the Greek pirates, acting on all sides with-
out order and without license, always dispersed at our
approach, and by that means escaped us. One may see, in
this complicated situation, the confusion which results from
that article of the instructions which treats of an under-
standing to be concerted with the Greeks, when we find
there neither government nor individuals with whom to act
in the present state of disorganisation of this country. It is
very desirable that the respective ministers and ambassadors
should also consider attentively this side of the question, on
which we find great difficulties. To reply as well as possible
to some observations, which were not wanting in justice, and
speaking in the sense of a communication from the ambas-
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sadors, dated September 4, which I received yesterday, re-
lative to the 1.~its within which the Greek navy must con-
fine its operatioys, we said to Ibrahim, that ¢ having been
informed that Lon Cochrane purposed proceeding towards
the coasts of Albania, with the view of exciting a revolt
there, it was the intention of Admiral Codrington to oppose
at once any attempt of this kind (such attempt being made
in the Ionian Sea) as tending to enlarge the theatre of war,
as long as there existed any armistice either temporary or
definitive.” T will not enter into a detail of the objections
and arguments which he put forward in addition, when, after
his promise had been given, the conference ceased to be
official ; but I cannot refrain from remarking that all that
Ibrahim said shows an understanding and good sense very
superior to what is generally seen, and to the education
which he must have received. He was especially anxious to
refute all that had been published in the papers respecting
his pretended cruelties, and we, who have been on the spot,
must confess that exaggeration has been as busy there as
elsewhere. Such is then at present, as I observed above, the
situation of affairs. The Turkish fleet, consisting of near
126 vessels, of which there are 4 ships of the line, 4 frigates
of 60 guns, 14 fngates of 40, 29 corvettes, 37 brigs, &e. ., Te-
mains inactive in Navarin. If it attempts to quit the port
in consequence of any fresh orders from Constantinople,
which Ibrahim cannot receive for twenty-one days at least,
we shall meet with them in the Archipelago, and all return
to the Morea will be cut off. Some very confidential com-
munications on the part of Ibrahim Pacha give me reason to
believe that he will secretly give us notice when he is about
to come out; and I think I can affirm beforehand that a de-
monstration will suffice to send back this formidable expe-
dition to Egypt and the Dardanelles. I must not omit to
mention here that, with the consent of Mr. Cradock, I have
informed Ibrahim of what had been concerted at Cairo with
his father, and also that the letter of Mehemet Ali addressed
to his son (of which I was the bearer on my return from
Egypt, where 1 discussed with the Pacha all the supposed
cases which have since been realised), has determined the
latter to follow that course which I have stated it to be my
opinion that he will pursue. Such has been, and such with-
out doubt will be, the result of measures concerted between
Sir Edward Codrington and myself.

One work remains even more difficult than that which we
have already accomplished, even supposing it to be necessary
to follow up that work in a short time by the employment of
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force—it is to annihilate, if possible, that piracy which has
become so inveterate among the Greeks. It will not be
heard perhaps without a feeling of surprise, that at the very
moment when the squadrons of the Allied Powers are on the
point of engaging in a contest with the Turks in favour of
the Greeks, merchant vessels, English and French, are car-
ried off from the coasts of Syria to Egina, seized upon and
pillaged, because, under the pretext of a right of search so
unfortunately conceded, the Greek pirates, caring little for
the fate of their country, have no other object in view
than to make a livelihood by piracy, and to bear away to
Hydra their plunder, converted, by the greatest abuse, into
lawful prize. It would be shameful, it would even be ridicu-
lous, to suffer any longer the existence of such abuses; but
it is necessary to act with vigour and adopt decisive mea-
sures. I know of none others than those I have so often
proposed to employ.
I beg your Excellency, &e.,
D Rienv.

From H. J. Codrington to his sister Jane.
H.M.S. ¢ Asia,” Navarin Harbour : September 25, 1827.

DeAr JANE,—Yesterday the ¢ Asia’ and ¢ Philomel > with
the ¢ Siréne,” French admiral, anchored in here to communi-
cate with Ibrahim Pacha. The entrance at the south end is
narrow enough to render working in inconvenient for a large
ship ; but the water there is deep and the bottom clear. The
harbour is formed by a long, rocky island (Sphacteria)
running along the coast in a bight just to the north of
. Modon. The island itself seems quite unproductive, and,
except a Turkish guard, there is nobody on it. The entrance
to the southward is very fine, though not so striking as many
others. The northern entrance I hear is too narrow and
shallow for anything larger than brigs or boats. The harbour
is large and, T think, very commodious, but I’ll tell you
more about it by-and-bye. At present it is full of Turks,
large and small. Well, this morning we went on shore to
visit Ibrahim; the party were as follows : English—Admiral,
Captain Curzon, Lieutenant Dilke, Colonel Cradock, Mr.
Dyer, and myself. French--Admiral De Rigny, his captain,
a secretary of legation, and a captain of a schooner. Lord
Ingestrie went with us also. We pulled on shore and landed
Just underneath his tent; which, with several others belong-
ing to people of consequence, was pitched on the top of a
little bank rising from the beach to the northward of the
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town. His tent or tents, for it was a continuation of them,
was green. Though the place was pretty level, they had
collected a great number of large stones which they stowed
as close to each other as possible on the ground through
these two tents, which opened into one. Over these stones,
in the inner tent, a sort of rough platform was made by
laying boards on them, and on these boards was the Pacha’s
sofa, with its embroidered velvet cushions and a mattress
with gold fringes. Under the inner tent, and just over this
sofa, was a sort of small pavilion or tent, the strings of
which interfered very much with my cocked hat. Around
the sofa and on the platform were ranged arm-chairs. As
we came into the tent, he bowed, but did not rise off the sofa.
Father came to on the said sofa, close alongside him; and
the French Admiral brought up also, on the sofa, under
father’s lee. We were ranged round in their front rather on
the right; and on the left, and behind him, were ranged his
officers, pachas, beys, &c., and attendants. They first began
with the ceremony of introduction; which, as there were a
good number of us on each side, was proportionably long. . . .
At length, however, I got settled, and began to look round
me again; this tent also was open, and from his sofa he
looked down over the whole harbour, and really the sight
was beautiful, covered as it was by the ships, and boats of
all sorts continually passing to and fro. His tent was out-
side the walls of Navarin; and indeed what force he had
with him appeared to be outside of the town. Altogether I
thought he had chosen the coolest and most convenient place
to pitch his tent on that could be found. But, to return
thither. He is a man of about 40 years old, not at all good-
looking, but with heavy features, very much marked with
the small-pox, and as fat as a porpoise. Though I had no
opportunity of seeing his height (as he was on his sofa, lying
down or sitting the whole time), I should not think him
more than five feet seven inches. He was for a Pacha
plainly dressed I think, particularly as his followers and
officers were covered with gold and embroidery; and for a
Turk, I think his manners were very good indeed. The con-
versation first began about the weather and such common-
place things, for I learnt (from the interpreter) he does not
talk of business till after coffee. A short time after we were
seated, the Pacha took his ¢gem-adorned chibouque,” and
father and De Rigny also had each one, and I never saw
such beautiful ones before. The mouth-pieces were, of course,
of the purest and largest amber, and the upper and lower
parts of the stem were studded with diamonds and other



16 MEMOIR OF SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON.

precious stones. The stem itself was at least ten feet long.
Then they brought in a small cup of coffee for each of us,
and, what I believe is a great favour, it was sweetened. The
cups were of china, and about the size of three thimbles.
They had no handles, but as the Turks take their coffee very
hot, thiey place these said cups in a sort of filagree stand of
silver or gold; which is very necessary, as from the heat
of the coffee it would otherwise be impossible to handle
them. These being removed with great caution by the
attendants, business was entered upon before everybody, so
that his officers might also understand the whole. It was
carried on through an interpreter, who continued standing
the whole time. Father spoke most, I should say nearly all;
and it was by the interpreter translated from his French or
English into Turkish. I cannot tell you «ll they talked
about, for I can’t remember it; but I was very much inte-
rested in it the whole time. At length, they settled that he
should not proceed in the war any further till he had re-
ceived fresh instructions from Constantinople, in answer to
the representations which he was going to send thither of
the state of affairs and of the impossibility of his moving
any way without being sunk by our fleet. This will take
about twenty days, which time, I believe, we are to take ad-
vantage of by sending the ¢ Genoa’ and ¢ Albion ’ to refit at
Malta. I must say I was very much surprised by the clear-
ness and ability with which father’s arguments were carried
on, and the good sense which Ibrahim showed. On his
being ‘told that in the event of his attempting to come out
we must drive him into the harbour again, and if he resisted,
sink him ; he said that, like us, he was under positive orders,
* which as a subject of the Porte he must execute, though in
the attempt he were certain of destruction; and that a few
years would not make much difference in his life now. Father
answered that, as the fwo parties had such positive orders
(which evidently could not both be complied with) the exccu-
tion of them would depend on the relative force of the two
parties, for whichever would prove strongest must necessarily,
in honour, enforce their orders; and, he added, that without
doubt we were at present the strongest, and would, by the
arrival of the Russians (who were hourly expected) be much
stronger. In fact, after some more such palaver, the business
was arranged. Ibrahim gave in to reason, as slowly as a Turk
among Twrks could ; he rallied several times, and once said, as
a dernier effort, Nous n’avons d’autre marchandise abord de
nos vaisseaux que les balles et la poudre a canon ;> which little
M. de Rigny quickly answered by ¢ Et nous les avons aussi;
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and we can exchange some with you and give you good
weight too !’ This, with a little humbug about their regret
at having to destroy, without reason, so many brave men
(pointing to the Turkish officers), backed by a little quiet
flattery to soften their wounded pride, opened their eyes to
conviction. Ibrahim found that however decided he might
show hvmself, the admirals could not, and would not, swerve
from their orders and instructions, extracts from which were,
before everybody, read to him and translated. When they
had finished business, he with a smile said that though they
had transacted all the matters of service, &ec., yet he re-
quested them to stay and  talk jokingly over things in gene-
ral;’ and so, on they did talk ; with some occasional fishing on
his part, and questions about us, and the Greeks, and Lord
Cochrane, &c. However, father quite brought him up with a
round turn once; for on his depreciating very much the
Greeks in every way, and affecting to despise them, saying
that there never was a Greek worth anything ; he answered,
that his Highness ought to abstain from undervaluing those
men whom he had been such a time attempting to conquer ;
for that by so doing he must lower in our estimation the
talents and abilities of himself and those brave men (pointing
to the Turkish officers) who had made several campaigns
with him without effecting their object. This was a regular
pall-er, and he made no answer ; but as soon as he recovered,
changed the subject. In spite of the regular custom of Turks
(trying to keep the muscles of the face immovable so as not
to let observers see what is passing within), I could clearly
make out that he was quite taken aback, and that he found
he had unadvisedly got himself into a scrape. Indeed, the
pride of his heart had led him too far; for, were the Greeks
what he represents them, the Sultan would never have sent
an armament of three 74°’s, 18 frigates and small ves-
sels, in all 120 sail or more, against them now, and this not
for the first time. Has he not been beaten several times by
them? Have not the forts of Napoli, Athens, Tripolitza,
Navarin, Corinth, and many others, successively fallen by the
arms of the Greeks? Has not the whole force of the Turkish Em-
pire been continually employed against them since the break-
ing out of the rebellion in 18219 and, as yet, very little is done
by such an'overwhelming force to warrant Ibrahim’s boast ?
Throughout the whole conference I could see that there were
many things that would never have been said on either side,
had it not been for the sake of the Turkish pachas being
present. As for instance, though Ibrahim said, ‘I am the
Porte’s soldier ; whatever they order I must execute, and if
YOL. II. C
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they order me out of the harbour I must go, though it be to
certain death ;” yet T am sure he never would have gone out.
As it was, he only sent the Turkish division out the other
day. I am certain that if the Porte should even now order
him to proceed, he would send the Turks out but not budge
with his Egyptians. What would be the use of the Pacha
of Egypt having all his fleet sunk or destroyed on account of
the obstinacy of the Sultan !

I must add that the humbug of palaver was not confined

to the Turkish side only. Ibrahim made the following

remark at the end of the joking conversation, viz., that he
took in most English and French papers, and yet never did
he see one in favour of the Turks; he saw by them that the
Greeks were always successful everywhere, and the Turks
always massacring, but the Greeks never! Now he said he
could disprove them all, for he had several hundred Greek
villages under his Government, now very quiet, and those
Greeks near him fed and provided by him. In short, his
account of affairs is very different from the general one. The
right line I suspect is between both. He also remarked
that, if Greece was to pay the Porte any sum of money,
England or the allies must be guarantees for it; or perhaps
(langhing) the English would give them another loan.

Altogether I liked him pretty well, and was very much
pleased with my forenoon, for we were upwards of three
hours there. It has given me a much better opinion of him
than I had before, though, of course, we only saw the fair
side of the picture.

‘When I first began this letter I did not intend to talk
about politics; but as there was nothing but said politics at
the interview, and I was so led on from one thing to another,
I could not help it. Indeed, I am glad I have done so, for I
find father has said nothing about it, trusting to me; so
that you must take this disjointed epistle for an account of
the whole ; and you must excuse me if it is neither legible
nor intelligible, as I am now in the greatest hurry.

Your affectionate brother,
H.J.C.

From Sir Frederick Adam to Sir E. C.

(Extract.)
Corfu: September 21, 1827.*

Our Government are by this time informed by Mr. S. Can-
ning, from Constantinople, of the determination of the Sultan

* Received September 25.
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to use every effort to carry on the war vigorously by land,
and in a very few days they must know of the arrival of the
- Egyptian fleet and reinforcements at Navarin, for I commu-
nicated the information given me by Lord Ingestrie; and
they, with their allies, will have taken their determination,
and will give their orders. I hope these orders may be in
time. It is quite true, or at least highly probable, thut the
war by land on the part of the Turks will die of exhaustion
in the course of a twelvemonth, if their operations by sea are
interrupted, and if Austria be prevented from carrying sup-
plies: but in the mean time this land war, while it can
remain in a state of vigour, will go nigh to having extermi-
nated the Greeks, to have deprived them of all possession of
the country,—and then where is the object of the Treaty?

Sir E. C. to Mr. Stratford Canning.

¢ Asia,’ in the port of Navarin: September 25, 1827,

DEear Sir,—On the 23rd I received your letter of the 11th,
with your official letter of the 8th September, enclosing the
mem. of the 10th, the Protocol, &e. I need not say how
much I am gratified by finding I had anticipated your
private wishes, as well as the decision of yourself respecting
neutrals carrying Turkish property contraband of war.
Admiral De Rigny tells me the Austrian schooner of war
which was in the port when we first reached it, did not ac-
company the expedition, but was the bearer of despatches for
Ibrahim; that he fell in with her on her way from hence,
when watching his movements; and that, when questioned
if T was off this port, and if the Turkish ships were within it,
he said ‘no’ to the latter question, and replied to the former
that he saw some large ships which he supposed to be Turks. As
he had sailed from this port after our having shown ourselves
close to it with our colours flying, and several days after the
whole expedition was anchored, this is somewhat barefaced ;
and shows how little officers of that nation, in these seas, can
be trusted ; whilst their whole conduct belies the statement
of the Court of Vienna being equally anxious with the Allies
for the fulfilment of the Treaty.

That the absence of my colleague at such an important
moment is hardly to be accounted for, and was very near
producing a collision between myself and the Turkish Com-
mander is not to be denied. But it is incumbent on me to
say that, since his arrival at so fortunate a juncture, he has
done everything I could possibly wish, and has greatly pro-

B
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moted the object of our Governments. He has approved of
all my proceedings previous to his arrival, although certainly
very different from his own at that period; and whenever
he has suggested an opinion as to what we should do, to
which I showed a dissent, he has readily yielded the point
at once. In fact the sea is not his element.

Although the result of our joint interview with Ibrahim
and his chiefs to-day will be all that you may absolutely
require, I could wish that Colonel Cradock, or one of the
by-standers, would give you the detail of what passed; for
it is a task which, as being a principal actor, and having
to study my words and those of my colleague, as well as
the interpretation of them, and the effect they produced,
it is quite out of my power to perform. And yet if fully
described, it might enable you to form an early judgment
of the course which things are likely to take eventually.
I can only say that T am more than satisfied with the
progress which we have thus far made. And I do sin-
cerely believe that we have disposed all the chiefs of the
expedition to feel sincerely desirous of receiving orders
to accede to our proposals. My letters to Lord Dudley
and the Lord High Admiral will go to Corfu at the same
time that this starts for Smyrna. Admiral De Rigny will
also write to Mr. Bogos, as will Colonel Cradock to Mr.
Salt, by a French vessel which the Admiral proposes to send
there, at the same time that the Turkish vessel goes on the
same errand to Mehemet Ali. I intend sending such an
order by the ¢ Philomel’ to the neighbourhood of Cape Papa,
as will stop Lord Cochrane’s meditated embarkation of
General Church’s troops until I can proceed there myself to
put an end to his ill-timed expedition altogether. I begged
Colonel Cradock, whom I requested to accompany Admiral
De Rigny into Navarin, would endeavour to see the letter
from Mehemet Ali to Ibrahim. The Admiral first showed
the letter to Colonel C. and then delivered it himself to
Ibrahim, who was much affected by it. You will be glad, as
I am, to find that there was no insincerity in this; and at
the same time lament, with me, that my colleague should
lay himself open to such general suspicion.

I remain, &ec.,
Epwarp CoDRINGTON.

Sir E. C. to Mr. S. Canning.
¢ Asia,’ in the port of Navarin: September 25, 1827,

Dear Sir,—Although my public letter will tell you all
that is essential, I cannot help offering you my congratula-
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tions on the issue thus far of our intercourse with the Turco-
Egyptian commanders. The arrival of M. De Rigny and
his squadron was certainly very opportune; and the assist-
ance which I derived from his opinions and his knowledge
of the parties, of material use in producing, what I am
sanguine enough to consider, the present prosperous state
of affairs here. It will probably be a month before Thrahim
can receive his answers ; and during that time he is bound
to remain inactive. Even if he should then have an order
to make the meditated attack, the season will have become
more likely to defeat his purpose, and even to destroy some
of the ships of which his fleet is composed; whilst we, as I
trust, by the arrival of the Russian squadron, and by having
our own ships replenished and re-supplied with stores of
which they are deficient, shall become more fit to profit by
their increased difficulties. I am glad you have taken into
consideration the conduct of the Austrian vessels. The letter
which I had prepared for the commander of the schooner
which was in this port when we arrived, M. De Rigny will
take with him to Milo where he proposes placing his ships
of the line for the interval, that he may deliver it to some
other Austrian captain, or to Count Dandolo himself. Since
we have been in the harbour that flag has not been exhibited,
although the transports must be somewhere in the fleet. I
intend to profit by the opportunity, and to send the ¢ Genoa’
and the ¢Albion’ to Malta for such supplies as they may
require. But I shall find too much to do with Lord
Cochrane and the Greeks to admit of the ¢ Asia’ going into
port, until the fate of the Turkish fleetis decided on one way
or the other.
Believe me, my dear Sir, very truly and sincerely yours,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

Sir K. C. to Mr, 8. Canning.
September 26, 1827.

What with the despatches, the piracies, and the claim for
regular convoys and extra convoys, I assure you the ships
under my orders are more harassed than they used to be in
the height of war. Most of the captains are obliged to have
their linen washed on board like the ships’ companies, and
they are often upon the ship’s provisions also. I have now
sent Spencer to hunt in the Gulf of Coron for poultry, &ec.,
for the fleet as well as himself. Adam has always his fears
of the effect of Capo d’Istria’s arrival. I confess, I have on
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the contrary an opinion that it is the only thing we can look
forward to, as a means of settling the country. If he obtain
a Swiss army of some 4,000 or 5,000 men to support his
government, he will be able to put down the Capitani, the
curse of the country. And asto fears of Russian influence,
surely free Greece will neither require her support nor sub-
mit to her despotism. Time will be gained at all events,
and the ¢ march of intellect > will have had its effect. Besides,
—as I enforced in the private ear of Ibrahim’s interpreter
yesterday,—the having so dexterously got Russia into the
treaty, must prevent her assumption of more than an equal
influence with the Allied Powers.
I remain, &c.,
Epwp. CODRINGTON.

I must still add to-this, that it is evident by what passed
yesterday in reference to the private communications which
Mehemet Ali held with Colonel Cradock, that Thrahim had
had instruction from his father: for he has done precisely
all that the father said he would do upon our making tohim
the representations which we did according to the father’s
suggestion.

From Swr E. C. to H. Salt, Esq., H.M. Consul-General
at Alexandria.

¢ Asia,’ at Navarin : September 26, 1827,

Sir,—As Colonel Cradock is giving you a substantial
account of the state of affairs, I have only to catch a hurried
moment and acknowledge your letters of August 21 and 22.
I trust Mehemet Ali will be convinced that we have done
our utmost to save his fleet from that inevitable destruction
which would attend the Sultan’s persevering in his proposed
attack on Hydra, or any other part of Greece.

; I have, &c.,
Epwp. CobringToN.

Sir K. C. to Lady C,
In the port of Navarin: September 26.
Harry will tell you all our interesting story, and will do it
better than I could do: because I was employed in produc-
ing and watching final effects of paramount importance.
The position in which I have been, and still am, is singular,
and I may say unparalleled. Here we are, now, De Rigny
and myself, surrounded by above 120 vessels in their own
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port, whom we are forcing into obedience to the allies, in
direct contradiction of the orders of a Sovereign whose
slightest disapprobation deprives his subjects of their heads.
To a by-stander the scene must have been highly interesting,
and I trust Harry will so paint it to you. I cannot read his
letter, if T wished it, I am so harassed with business: for
what time I can spare I would rather devote to you this
way. I should tell you that Ibrahim has agreed
to send to the Porte and to his father for orders, after
they know of our decision, to prevent by force his proceed-
ing to execute the orders he is at present under, and of his
inability to resist without sacrificing his fleet, &e¢. And he
is in the meantime to remain here in suspension of all
hostility. De Rigny has done everything I wished or could
wish since his arrival ; and has certainly been of great use
in bringing about the present favourable appearances. He
does not, however, like the sea, and cannot imagine blockad-
ing ; and he will, I am sure, proceed again to Smyrna, after
seeing his big ships into Milo, where they are to stay during
the interval of suspension.

From Sir E. C.to Lord Dudley.
¢ Asia,)’ off Navarin: September 27, 1827.

My Lorp,—The accompanying letters from Mr. Salt
reached me this morning by the ¢ Pelorus.” Added to what
T sent off last night for Corfu, they will give your Lordship
such an insight into the state of affairs in Egypt, as may
enable you to give me decisive instructions as to the line of
conduct I am to pursue under the circumstances therein
anticipated. The dragoman of Ibrahim Bey came to me
again yesterday evening, when I was about to quit the port
of Navarin, to say that his Highness had received informa-
tion of Lord Cochrane, with several Greek vessels of war, lying
off Patras with the intention of operating against that and
the other fortresses thereabout: and that his Highness ex-
pected that I would either obstruct him myself or allow him
to send a Turkish force competent to do so. Admiral De
Rigny had received the visit of the dragoman previously, and
consequently followed him to the ¢ Asia.” Much art was em-
ployed by the dragoman, by making some part of what he
had to say private information, and the other part official
communication from his master, to induce us to relax from
our decision of the preceding day. Advantage was taken of
my voluntary intention of not suffering Lord Cochrane to
excite a rising at a distance, to show that it was equally just
that I should do so in the Gulf of Lepanto. We met this
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by a reference to our Instruction, and the refusal of the
Porte whilst the Greeks accepted our mediation: which
naturally led to a partiality to which the Porte could not
with reason object, and to which she must now succumb,
whether she liked it or not. At length, after an hour’s dis-
cussion, and the dragoman finding that nothing could shake
our resolution, he took his leave, letting us understand that
if he did not shortly return or send, the Pacha did not pro-
pose making any further communication. Accordingly,
having waited until there was merely sufficient daylight to
effect it, we weighed our anchor and joined the ships off the
harbour’s mouth, where I had collected them by signal, ready
to proceed to that extremity which, judging by the descrip-
tion which the dragoman gave at one time of the irritation
of the Pacha, 1 thought would probably become necessary.
I have, &ec.,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

From Sir E. C. to Adwmiral De Rigny.
¢ Asia’: September 27—5 p.M.

My pEAr ApMiraL,—I fear it is quite impossible for us to
stop the impertinent and ill-timed observations of which we
have all to complain in turn. Upon hearing that the Greeks
accused each of our Courts individually of intending to deceive
them, and to subject them to the Turks, and shortly after-
wards that the Treaty itself was not intended to be carried
into effect, I wrote a letter and addressed it to Mavrocordato,
Zarini, or Tricoupi, whom I knew to be then at Poros, to say
that T should myself be soon there with my squadron in proof
of English sincerity ; that French sincerity was most strongly
exemplified by the reduction by the French of the time limited
for the Porte’s answer, from thirty to fifteen days; and that
Russian sincerity was still more clearly exemplified than either,
by Mr. Timoni being sent to authorise us to act for Russia, in
the absence of Count Heiden and his squadron. I put the
stronger term to this latter because of there being then no
news of the Russian squadron having even arrived in Eng-
land. I shall always be ready to declare by word, as I have
done in my letters, that in all our conferences I have found
in you the greatest cordiality ; that we have never been at
issue upon any one point of public service, and that I have
derived from your counsel and assistance all the snupport I
could desire.* T think you may rely upon what we have done

* Sir E. C,, after personal communication with Admiral De Rigny, and

after the joint action towards Ibrahim in the Conference for the Armistice
of September 25, had full confidence in the support of his colleague.
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here within these few days in unison for removing all such
reports as you mention from the minds of either of our min-
isters at Constantinople, or those of any other on whom they
have made any impression. I have courts-martial to form,
which must keep my ships here together to-morrow and
perhaps the next day; and in the meantime the ¢Albion,’
¢ Geenoa,’ and ¢ Cambrian’ will provision the small vessels, in
readiness to go themselves to Malta. They will return from
Malta, show themselves ¢ en passant,” and catch me at Zante
or near it, where I propose watching Lord Cochrane’s move-
ments, and seeing at the same time that the Turks do not
slip out to attack him. I think it might lull the fleet in
Navarin into quiet if your ships were to show themselves
here a few days longer, taking the first strong northerly wind
for going to Milo as you propose, at dark, when their move-
ments are not seen from Navarin. I shall keep one, and
probably two vessels hereabout, to see that all goes on well.
I will return the Protocol when I have had time to look it
over, which I have not had yet.
Believe me, my dear Admiral,
Very sincerely yours,
Epwp. CopRINGTON.

Sir E. C. to Mr. 8. Canning.

¢ Asia, off Navarin: September 29, 1827,

Dear Sir,—I have nothing material to add to my
last letter, because things remain in Navarin just as they
were when I wrote them. On the next day I received letters
from Mr. Salt for Lord Dudley, of which I conclude you have
either copies or the substance ; and I sent them off to Corfu
at once, in hopes of being in time to accompany those of the
preceding day, with one from myself of which I will enclose
an extract. Although the discussion referred to produced
no result, it will show you that Ibrahim was ready with this
‘ruse de guerre’ to improve on the agreement he had entered
into; and that he had only so bound himself because he
could do no better. The other enclosures will explain them-
selves. The Rear-Admiral was so uncomfortable that I was
glad to be able to soothe him.* T am not surprised at your
being anxious upon the subject of his joining me. The
chance of wind admitting of my closing with the Turkish
fleet, as I was under all sail endeavouring to do after making
the signal to prepare for battle, might have brought me to

* See letter of September 27 to Admiral De Rigny.



26 MEMOIR OF SIR EDWARD CODRINGTON.

the extremity I was obliged to contemplate, an hour before
his arrival. As it turned out, the wind which advanced him
retarded me at the same time. T trust we shall henceforth
manage our rendezvous better. In the meantime, I have the
pleasure of assuring you that nothing can have been more
cordial than all our personal communications, and that I
have found in him everything I could wish on this most
trying and important occasion. The ¢ Genoa’ and ¢ Albion’
are just gone to Malta, to be ready to return here in a fort-
night ; and the French ships will go to Milo for the same
purpose, where they have a store-ship.

I shall keep the sea between this and Corfii, where if
opportunity offer I may have an interview with Sir F. Adam
and I shall thus watch the movements of Lord Cochrane and
of the Navarin fleet at the same time.

I remain, &e.,
Epwp. CopringTON.

It will be seen that this watchfulness on the part of
Sir E. C. saved Greece from calamity, and the alliance
of the three Powers from ridicule or worse.

Sir E. C. to Lady C.
Navarin: September 30, 1827.

The more I look into what I have done, the more I
am satisfied with my conduct. It may be vanity, it may be
blindness ; but it is at all events a very agreeable contempla-
tion, and thus I impart it to you. It is said, ‘Il n’y a point
de héros pour son valet de chambre.” You, in my case, repre-
sent my valet de chambre; for you are behind my scenes,
and know all the contrivances by which I get through my
part of the great drama we are now performing; nor am I
afraid of letting your scrutinizing eye peer into the inner-
most recesses of the very complicated machinery upon which
our success depends. My colleague is, or rather was in a
quandary, for I have helped him out of it. He himself must
account in the best way he can for not coming to sea sooner ;
viz., by his not receiving my letters and so forth; without
telling the world that neither I nor the commodore of his
own ships of the line knew where to send to him if they had
had the means. It seems that the news of the Alexandria
fleet sailing, and my leaving Vourla for the Greek coast in
preparation for preventing its acting, reached Constantinople
at the same time: that the tone of the Reis Effendi was
therefore more mild, and the anxiety of Mr. S. Canning
more strong ; the one fearing the loss of his fleet, the other
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that a war might be brought on by me for want of the sup-
port of the French ships. Mr. 8. Canning, under thesecircum-
stances, and hearing from me that I knew not De Rigny’s
plans or movements, mentioned his anxiety to Count Guil-
leminot ; and referred, I fancy, at the same time, to reports
prevailing at Smyrna, ‘that my said colleague and myself
were upon bad terms.” A letter from the Count reached De
R. three days ago upon this subject after I had experienced
in him perfect concord and cordiality, which he communi-
cated to me. T therefore wrote him a letter, to say that I
had found this in all our conferences, and that I derived
great benefit from his counsel and assistance; and that I
should be always ready to repeat this, as I had already
written it in my public letters lately. I further sanctioned
his showing my letter or making any use of it he pleased,
and he is more than contented. The report will, however,
do him good. He has now so arranged, that if himself
absent, his ships will obey my wishes at any time; and I
have no doubt of all going on well, even if we should not
have the aid of the Russians. In preparation for this latter
event, and for the termination of the armistice, I have
written to Count Heiden at Malta; and have sent ¢ Genoa,’
¢ Albion,” and ‘ Cambrian’ there, to get such provisions and
other supplies as will prepare them for keeping the sea until
the fleet is disposed of. I shall continue at sea, or in one of
the Tonian Islands, where I can best watch Cochrane, and
keep up a communication with Adam, and shall return
here on or about October 14. If, as I expect, we should
have merely to convoy the ships of this fleet to Alex-
andria and the Dardanelles, I shall wish very much that you
were with me. Harry and I have done so before during
this cruise, when with our large fleet! of three sail of the
line and a frigate, we were performing evolutions as a
practice, and I could have wished for you on more than one
occasion since ; for example, when sailing in the midst of the
Turkish fleet, when standing into the port of Navarin, tacking
round their ships, and coming to an anchor as if the ¢ Asia’
were a small frigate, in the centre of their whole force and
in front of Ibrahim’s tent ; and when coming out just before
dark under every stitch of lofty sail, with the band serenad-
ing a beautiful young moon, in one of the loveliest evenings
I ever enjoyed! It was a scene altogether of peculiar in-
terest, from the variety of extraordinary and important
circumstances which so closely preceded our coming out of
that magnificent harbour. The whole affair is almost too
much mixed up with self for me to detail it, even if I were
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competent to do so. But to those who, not being principals,
could attend to the working of the minor wheels, the story
of what passed in the three or four days to which I refer,
including the interview with the Pacha, would be well worth
the relation.

From Sir E. C. to H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence.
Off Navarin: September 30, 1827.

Sir,—1I find it difficult to give Your R. H. all the informa-
tion upon the subject of discipline to which a sense of duty
prompts me, without appearing to throw reflections which
might be deemed invidious. But it is due to myself to say,
that I have found a falling off in this respect since I was last
employed, which has quite astounded me. I am at a loss to
comprehend how the service was carried on at all, under such
circumstances as have been represented to me: and I am
quite sure, that if I had not succeeded in producing a better
system we could not have executed the duties which we have
now to perform. I would rather refer Your R. H. for par-
ticulars to such captains as have served on this station, and
who are equally aware of the causes and their effects, than
enter further myself on details with which I am not personally
acquainted. My remarks on the severity of some of the
punishments in the quarterly returns, were met by the abso-
Iute necessity of it for restoring that discipline which I
insisted upon having established. The frequency of petty
officers being struck by private men, seems to have originated
in an idea of a positive right to do so if the former lifted
their hands first; whilst the want of proper support left no
other alternative for getting the common routine of duty
performed. This naturally led to inferior men becoming
petty officers; and this is the only way in which I can
account for so many of that class having been subject to
corporal punishment. In mustering the ships I felt it requi-
site to comment upon this practice, and to desire that no
man, subject by his conduct to such treatment, should con-
tinue to be so rated. This produced the question of what
was to be done, when there were no others equal to the duty ?
And this, Sir, brings me to the system of manning ships
referred to in my letter of the 17th inst., which prevailed
before Your R. H. entered on your high office ; of which the
¢ Asia’ has been the victim; which Your R. H. has had
the wisdom to change; and which I trust will never again
be permitted to drive from the Navy the flower of English
seamen.

Had Your R. H.’s circular of the 19th June 1827 been
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in force when the ¢ Asia’ was fitting out, she would have
been one of the best manned ships that ever went to sea;
whereas she is now as inferior in the quality of her men as
she is deficient in number for the guns she has to fight. Not
having met with any satisfactory consideration to the obser-
vations I offered during our outfit, I did not wish to sayall I
might in my late public letter; but the enclosed explanation
of our provision for battle, will put Your R. H. at once into
possession of my present feelings, as to what may be ex-
pected of the ¢ Asia’ if she should be called upon to force
the Turkish fleet to the point required by the Treaty.

October 3.

I have now had a still stronger practical proof of the error
in sending the ‘Asia’ out with a crew so little proportioned
to her armament. A great disparity in numerical force
between mine and that to which I expected to find myself
actively opposed, as shown by my official letter, with the
common chances even of random shot taken into considera-
tion, might have produced consequences extremely fatal on
this very critical occasion.

Fortunately, the Asia’s appearance in battle array, with
the danger of passing such a broadside, and the bold and
determined countenance of her supporters, the ¢ Dartmouth,’
‘Talbot,” and ¢ Zebra,” awed our opponents into a submission
which was entirely beyond my most sanguine expectations,
but which I hope I may now consider as a presage of our
future success. To what further trials, however, we may yet
be exposed. in this novel and arduous business, I am not
bold enough to attempt to calculate. Thus far I may con-
sider myself as favoured to the utmost by fortune; and
before the opposite side of the wheel turn uppermost, T trust
I shall be joined again by the ¢ Genoa’ and °Albion,” so
replenished and refitted as to make me more independent of
her favour. Your R. H. will observe in the punishment
reports of this ship, and I believe in that of most others,
that the great majority of culprits are marines. This
betokens some error in the management of that corps gene-
rally ; and what has just been discovered in this ship may
lead to a general improvement. We find that the sergeant-
major has been selling liquor to the marines, and that he has
apparently had the purser’s steward’s mate, if not another,
in partnership with him. As he frequently brought marines
to the quarter-deck for drunkenness, he was not suspected,
and even fifty lashes would not bring those who it turns out
had bought of him, to confess the source of their supply. I
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shall order this man before a court-martial, on which occasion
the whole scene will be perhaps more fully developed. But I
beg leave to suggest to Your R. H., that instead of appointing
sergeants and corporals, according to the roster, or rota,
suitable selections should be made for all ships going abroad,
and more particularly for the flag-ships, from which promo-
tions are to be made into the smaller ones.
I have, &ec.,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

From H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence to Sir H. C.

Bushey House: November 4, 1827.

DEear Sir,—Your confidential of 80th September is what
it ought to be from a Commander-in-Chief to a person in
my situation. You and I ought to know when and where to
be prudent, and to write and talk with confidence. I served
a whole peace, and therefore by experience am aware, unless
the officer in command, and particularly abroad, is exceed-
ingly attentive, the discipline is very improperly relaxed.
The respect due from the fore-mast men to the petty officers
has never been properly defined; and I now trust the order
so properly issued respecting the non-punishment of petty
officers and the badges worn, will make that class of useful,
and I hope in future respectable, men be considered and
looked up to.

You know I never approved of our ships in peace having
a different complement from war; and as fast as I have the
power so will I send you men to complete the whole squad-
ron. The ‘Warspite’ will have joined you.

I admire your public despatches and approve altogether of
your conduct. I trust all the captains and commanders will
follow your excellent example in zeal and ability.

The following letters relate to the attempt of Ibrahim
to relieve Patras during the absence of the allied squad-
rons from Navarin.

From Sir E. C. to the Secretary of Admiralty.

¢ Asia, in the Gulf of Lepanto: October 2, 1827.%

Sir,—Yesterday, while at anchor at Zante Roads, in com-
pany with the ¢Talbot’ and ¢Zebra,” at about 4 p.m., the
¢Dartmouth’ hove in sight and made the signal that the
Turkish fleet was putting to sea from Navarin. The weather.

* Received at Admiralty, October 27, 1827,
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was 80 bad, with thunderstorms, heavy rains, light and vari-
able winds, that it was with difficulty this ship was got under
way. About 8 p.m. Captain Fellows came on board and
reported that it was a division of the fleet only,* consisting of
one double-banked frigate, six other frigates, nine corvettes,
nineteen brigs, and four Austrian vessels under convoy, and
that they were steering N.W. The ‘Asia,’” with the before-
named ships in company,t being placed for the purpose, the
Turkish fleet was discovered coming down at midnight; and
she was between them and the entrance of the Gulf of Le-
panto in the morning at daylight. I directed the Honourable
Captain Spencer, of the ‘Talbot’ to inform the Turkish
Admlral that their coming out of Navarin was a breach of
parole; that I should not allow him to proceed ; and that 1f
he permltted a single gun to be fired at the Enghsh flag,

would destroy his whole fleet, if I could. Upon this he
brought to; and whilst the two frigates and brig were turn-
ing back the advanced ships, the second in command, Hallil
Bey (the Reala Bey) a Rear-Admiral, came on board. Al-
though he admitted that he was present with the other
chiefs in Thrahim’s tent when he bound himself in honour
not to send any of his ships out of port without the joint
permission of Rear-Admiral De Rigny and myself, he pre-
tended to believe I had given my consent to a division of
them going to Patras.f I told him that having broken their
words of honour, I would put no faith in either Ibrahim or
any one of them hereafter; and if they did not turn about
willingly T would make them. As the interpreter seemed to
shuffle, and be afraid to explain in its full force what I had
said, I wrote a letter, of which I enclose a copy, and sent it
by one of the lieutenants of the ¢Asia’ to Mustapha, the
Petrona Bey,§ and a Vice-Admiral commanding the division.

* OrtoMAN ForcE—IsT DIVISION. + E~erisE Forck.
Guns. Guns.
1 Frigate (flag) . . &2 AL : . 84
1 Trlgate (ﬂag) . . b4 Dartmouth . . . 42
1 Frigate : . 88 Talbot . : : . 28
1 Frlgate 5 > 21502 Zebra . 5 % Bt
1 Frigate . . . 62
1 Frigate . c . 52
1 Frigate . - 44
9 Corvettes . . 22 to 28
19 Brigs : . 14 t022

} The Dragoman came on purpose to ask this on September 26, and was
positively refused by Admiral De Rigny and myself

§ The third in command is called ‘the Petrona,” and his ship so named
after his office.
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In about an hour and a half T received an answer, of which
I enclose a translation. Upon the receipt of this answer, the
¢ Asia’ filled her main topsail and fired a gun ; when the Turk-
ish fleet, by a signal from their Admiral, filled and made sail
also towards Navarin.
I have, &c.,
Epwp. CODRINGTON.

Irom Sir E. C. to Mustapha Bey.

His Britannic Majesty’s Ship ¢ Asia,
off the mouth of the Gulf of Lepanto : October 2, 1827,

Sir,—His Highness Ibrahim Pacha gave his word of
honour to the French Admiral and myself, in the presence
of his chiefs and by their consent, that none of the ships of
the Turkish fleet should leave the port of Navarin without
our permission. He has forfeited that word of honour, and
I will not again trust the word of honour of him or any chief
under his command. The ships now here under the com-
mand of Mustapha Bey shall not re-enter the port of Navarin,
or any port in Europe on this side of the Dardanelles.

To His Excellency Mustapha Bey, &c.

From Sir E. C. to the Admaralty.
¢ Asia, at Zante : October 4, 1827.*

Sir,—When proceeding as mentioned in my letter of the
2nd instant, a division of Turkish ships (as per margin),t two
bearing flags at the main, the rest carrying pendants, came
round the north end of Zante, and joined the rest of the
fleet. The ¢Asia’ was at this time considerably advanced in
the S.E., looking out for any support that might be coming,
and preparing to take a position in the mouth of Navarin
for obstructing the entrance of the fleet. Upon observing
the Petrona Bey to bear up with his division, and seeing
symptoms in the other division, evidently commanded by
Ibrahim Pacha in person, of making sail towards Patras, I

* Received at Admiralty, October 27.

t OrroMaN ForcE—SEcoNDp Division.

Double-banked Frigate—60 guns . Ibrahim Pacha.
Double-banked Frigate—60 guns . Moharem Bey.
Frigate of 50 guns . . Tahir Pacha.

4 corvettes—22 and 28 guns
7 brigs—14 to 22 guns.
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directed Captain Curzon to bear up also, and beat to quar-
ters, with the intention of doing the best I could with such
a disparity of force, in fulfilment of the orders and instruc-
tions under which I am acting. On approaching the body
of the fleet I observed a communication taking place between
the Admirals, and therefore hove to to see what effect might
be produced by the letter I had written to Petrona Bey. About
6 p.m. the whole fleet made sail towards Navarin, although
the wind was then fair for Patras.*

The night afterwards became very threatening, the wind
light and variable, and a swell rising, &c. I therefore an-
chored at the mouth of this bay, in company with the ¢ Tal-
bot,” having detached the ¢Zebra’ towards Navarin for any
ships which might be there to come to our assistance, leav-
ing the ‘Dartmouth’ outside to watech the motions of the
fleet. The ¢ Talbot’ was short of water, and entirely destitute
of fuel, and the officers generally of the detachment in want of
stock and refreshments. Of these we have received a par-
tial supply; and as soon as there shall be a sufficient breeze
to command the ship against the swell which still prevails, I
shall again proceed in execution of my instructions.

I wish it to be made known to his Royal Highness the
Lord High Admiral, that there are seven Austrian merchant
vessels in this fleet laden with supplies; and that an Aus-
trian corvette called the ¢Caroline,” and one, if not two,
different, men-of-war schooners have been frequently at Nava-
rin, and, according to the private information of Admiral
De ngny, have been the constant carriers of the Turkish
despatches. Two of these transport vessels having chosen
not to hoist their colours when the Turkish ships did, until
guns were fired at them from the ‘Asia,” T have taken away
their papers to show proof of the Austrian proceedings.

I have, &c.,
Epwp. CopriNGTON.

Sir E. C. to Lady C.
October 2—4 p..

These Turks won’t fight with us, whatever they may do
with others. Yesterday evening, when lying in Zante, the

* ToraL oF THE Two OTToMAN DIVISIONS WHEN THEY UNITED.

3 Double-banked fngates . IO )
7 Frigates : : - . 870
13 Corvettes . . . . . . 3812
26 Brigs . 3 . . . g . 416
IE 1270 guns.

+ VOL. II. D
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¢ Dartmouth’ came from her station off Navarin, with the
signal that the Turkish fleet had put to sea; and by the
time variable light winds, heavy rain, and thunder storms
would let us get fairly under way, Captain Fellowes was on
board to tell me it was a division of forty-seven sail coming
to Patras. We got sight of them at midnight; and at
daybreak in the morning they saw us just betwixt them and
their entrance into the Gulf. Boats passed between the two
Bey Admirals; and I sent Spencer in the ‘Talbot’ to say
that I would not suffer them to pass, and that if they fired a
shot at the British flag I would destroy the whole fleet, if I
could. The Rear-Admiral then came to me to explain, when
I told him that before they broke their word I esteemed the
Turks, and wished to save them as much as possible, but now
that I looked for an opportunity of punishing them, and that
whenever I found one I would do it severely. As the inter-
preter he brought was afraid to give what I said its full
strength, I acted the brag so as to impress the Bey, in their
way, with my determination; and he was right glad to get
out of the ship again to communicate with his superior. He
pressed hard to go to Patras, and lied terribly as to what had
passed at Navarin upon that subject. I therefore wrote to
his chief ¢ that T would not consent to his re-entering Nava-
rin or any port in Europe on this side of the Dardanelles.’
To this he has sent an answer, ‘that he will not oppose me,
and that he will go to Navarin for orders;’ with a shuffle
about my having given permission. I then filled the ‘Asia’s’
main topsail and fired a gun, and he made his fleet fill also,
by signal; and thus we are now jogging on towards the
place we came from. As the French look-out frigate, the
¢ Armide,” went for De Rigny at the same time that the
¢ Dartmouth’ came to me, I hope we shall find him off Nava-
rin. My friends the ¢ Genoa’ and ¢ Albion’ will not stay at
Malta longer than they can help; but I can hardly afford to
send anything for them. Colonel Cradock, attached to the
Paris Embassy, has been my messmate for about a week, and
is likely so to continue. I find him sensible, well-informed,
and agreeable.

Off Zante : —9 p.M. October 3.

This is very curious work. We saw thirteen additional
ships yesterday evening at a distance, which prove to be
Ibrahim and two. other full Admirals, one of which I take to
be Tahir Bey. Upon their joining the others this afternoon
the latter bore up, and I thought the whole were pushing
for Patras. I therefore bore up also to see what could be
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done ; and I must say our fellows again received the beat to
quarters with great cheerfulness. However, after a con-
sultation, in which my letter was no doubt made known to
Ibrahim, the whole hauled to the wind, as if decided on pur-
suing their way towards Navarin. This being the case, I
felt myself too happy to let them alone ; and as it suited my
purpose to come here and get something to eat for us all, I
made it a matter of delicacy that they should go on without
any further threat on my part, and I can easily join them in
thé morning. The ¢ Dartmouth ’ is watching them, and will
call me out if they bear up for Patras. It is impossible for
me to judge of their final intentions; and with such a dis-
parity of force it is best for me to say no more of mine, until
De Rigny or my own ships come to my support. We ‘Asias’
shall all have a good and quiet night’s sleep at all events,
whilst the Turks are assailed by thunder storms and very ugly
weather. And so I must finish, with my ¢ God bless you
and yours !’
Zante : October 4.

We have had a very quiet night in spite of thunder, rain,
&c. When we anchored the sky seemed to be charged with
Pandora’s box, and T think my friend Ibrahim must have
been a little troubled by its contents—although in all this
sort of weather we have lately had, there have been ne
strong squalls of wind. And now I must wind up by telling
you, there is no reason to think we shall have any fighting.
There certainly was a probability of something two days ago,
but the young ones have now given up all hopes, and you
may as well, therefore, give up any fears that may have tor-
mented you. And so once more, at ease or in difficulty,
believe me your affectionately devoted,

E. C.

From H. J. Codrington (Midshipman) to his Mother.
¢ Asia,” Zante : October 4, 1827.
We arrived here from Navarin on the 1st, the Turks
having promised not to do anything for twenty days. . . . .
Both squadrons had dispersed, leaving the ¢ Dartmouth’ and
a French frigate off Navarin. The French Admiral went to
Cervi, near Cerigo, and we came to this place with the
¢ Talbot’ and ¢Zebra.” But as it turned out, the Turks see-
ing us.go away, thought the coast clear, and came out. On
the evening of the 2nd we were lying here, the rain pouring
in buckettuls, when the ¢ Dartmouth’ hove in sight with the
signal up that they were ° out of port.” When we had got
: D2
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our boats in, and given the people their supper, it was dark,
and we had to beat out of Zante Bay with light and very
variable winds, closer to several merchantmen than they
liked, with the rain pouring incessantly in a way that defied
everything to keep it out.

‘When we got out we stood off and on Zante, or between
Zante and the mainland, till 12, when the Turks hove in
sight, coming down before the wind (which was to the south-
ward) for the Gulf of Patras. Having stuck to them all
night, we found ourselves (‘Asia,” ¢ Dartmouth,” ¢Talbot,’
and ¢Zebra’) in the presence of half or two-thirds of the
Turkish fleet! At 6 o’clock we beat to quarters and got all
clear for action. Father then sent a message to the Admiral
of the Turkish squadron to say, that if the ships tried to
enter the Gulf they would be fired into, and if they fired a
shot at the British flag, he would immediately sink the ships
so offending. And seeing that several of the Turks were
slow in heaving to, he accelerated their motions by despatch-
ing several very efficient messengers to them in the shape of
32-pound shot across their bows. It is astonishing how plain
all guns, from the musket to the 68-pounder, can talk, par-
ticularly a long 32-pounder, one may well say that it speaks
volumes! In this case the summons was very well under-
gtood and instantly obeyed; and afterwards the Turkish
Rear-Admiral, the second in command, came on board, and
being asked on what pretence they had broken their word by
coming out of Navarin, he replied that when they were in
Navarin their intention was to go to Hydra ; and that though
they had given us a promise not to go out of port for that
purpose, that yet they did not extend it to any other place.
Now it so happens that though we thought at the time that
Hydra was their object, yet their promise was not to go out
of Navarin, in fact to suspend operations for twenty days.
After a little talk, at the end of which Father gave his ulti-
matum, that as Ibrahim and his chiefs had broken their word
of honour with him, he would neither let them go into Nava-
rin nor any other port this side of the Dardanelles—they, in
number 7 frigates, 9 corvettes, 22 brigs, turned tail—and
there were we, three ships and a brig, driving them back, like
a huntsman and the whippers in and the hounds. It was a
very pretty and curious sight. At dusk we popped in here
with ¢Talbot’ to get some provisions, leaving ¢ Dartmouth’
to watch the Turks; and this morning they are out of sight,
I suppose gone to the south, as we wished them. The fact
is they had not the slightest idea of seeing any of us here,
and thought most likely they would have time to get past
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the Castles in the Gulf of Lepanto (or Corinth) before we
started from Corfii, where I think they guessed we were. But
by the French Admiral being at Cervi, he would be enabled
to stop anything going to Hydra, and by our being here we
have stopped this expedition. Fancy ¢Asia,’ ¢ Dartmouth,’
¢Talbot,” and ¢Zebra’ drawn up in line ahead across the
entrance of the Gulf of Patras, saying to the Turkish fleet,
¢ Thus far, and mo farther!’ Had it been a finer day the
sight would have been beautiful. As it is, since we have
been in sight of Zante it has, with very short interruptions,
been raining continually. I have never seen any decks so
magnificent as ours when clear! Mind there is not in the
main and lower decks one bulkhead or cabin up, the deck is
perfectly clear, and standing aft and looking forward they
appear most formidable batteries! They are quite magni-
ficent.

From Siwr E. C. to the Admiralty.

¢ Asia,” off Cape Papa: October 6, 1827.*

Sir,—On the wmorning of the 4th inst., after writing
my letter to you whilst lying in Zante Bay, I learned by
communication with the ¢ Dartmouth,” that a considerable
part of the Turkish fleet had stood towards Patras. Assoon,
therefore, as there was wind enough to command the ship,
the ¢ Asia’ weighed and made sail in that direction. The
weather was very variable and squally, and it was not until
6 p.m. that we had approached Cape Papa, where we saw
most of the largest Turkish ships at anchor, and the rest
of the fleet endeavouring to join them. It was evident to
me, that this was a sly trick on the part of the Turkish
commander to send supplies into Patras, in defiance of the
second agreement of the Petrona Bey made with me the
day preceding. It was observed, that the vessels still
working up for an anchorage, directly contrary to their usual
custom would not show their colours to us in passing. Shot
fired near them not producing the effect of either making
them hoist their colours, or bring to, several shots were fired
at them from this ship and from the ¢ Dartmouth ;> and thus
a large division of the vessels carrying the supplies, was
prevented joining the admirals and the rest at anchor.
Shortly after dark the weather became extremely bad ; vio-
lent squalls from different quarters, with lightning and heavy
rain confined our attention to the preservation of our own
ships. At daylight it blew a hurricane, and we put before
the wind under bare poles, in order to shelter under the lee

* Received at Admiralty October 27,
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of Zante. At this time from twenty-five to thirty sail were
seen under the same circumstances far ahead, between
Zante and Cephalonia, and the rest of the fleet in a state of
general dispersion. So soon as the gale abated, I endeavoured
to work back and ascertain if any ships were still left in a
position to send supplies into the Gulf of Lepanto; and at
9 p.M. gained an anchorage under Cape Papa, in company
with some fifteen sail of Turkish and Austrian vessels in-
cluding a frigate and corvette and two or three other vessels
of war, besides the ¢ Dartmouth,” ¢Talbot,” and ¢ Philomel,’
which latter sloop hove in sight yesterday morning. This
morning the captain of the Turkish frigate came on board
with his Italian pilot, who said that they were returning to
Navarin on the night of the 8rd inst. until nine o’clock, when
Ibrahim Pacha, in a thick squall, made the signal to bear up,
and that they anchored the next morning under Cape Papa
at four o’clock. They remained there, being prevented going
higher up by the contrary wind, until five p.»., when hearing
some guns in the offing (our firing at the vessels which would
not show their colours), Ibrahim made the signal and they
got under way, but were dispersed by a gale of wind on the
night of the 4th; that Ibrahim was on board a Leghorn-
built frigate, double-banked, but never hoisted his flag, although
all the signals were made from his ship. The two admirals,
with flags at the main, were Tahir Pacha and Moharem Bey.
I informed the captain of this frigate, who asked me per-
mission to go to Patras with supplies, which he states to
have been the known intention of Ibrahim in bearing up in
the night of the 3rd, that I would not permit him, repeating -
to him what I had said to the Petrona Bey; and I gave it to
him in writing as the only means, as he thought, of prevent-
ing his having his head cut off on his return to Turkey.
Trusting that the French frigate ¢ Armide’ will have reached
Rear-Admiral De Rigny so as to enable him to be by this
time off Navarin, and perhaps with him some of the ships
under my immediate orders, I shall probably delay here-
about so as to baffle any other attempt to send supplies into
this Gulf.
I have, &ec.,
Epwarp CoDRINGTON.

Zante, October 10, 1827.
P.8.—On Sunday the 7th I proceeded nearer to Patras and
turned away two Austrian vessels which were pressing towards
that place, notwithstanding the warning they had; and we
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brought away also a Turkish brig, which landed about
twenty men at Vassaladi, the fort commanding the entrance
to Missolunghi, in spite of the guns from this ship, the
¢ Dartmouth,” and ¢ Talbot.” These vessels being towed as
far as Cape Tornese were then directed to follow the Turkish
fleet; and on the night of the 8th we anchored in this bay
where we have since been—completing our water.

5 p.M. The ¢Alacrity’ has just joined me from Corfi, with
an account that the landing at Petala was by a party of mere
pirates: and that she showed her colours this morning to
seven sail of Russian vessels of war to the westward of this
island. I have sent the ¢ Talbot’ with a letter to request
Count Heiden will have the goodness to meet me off
Navarin.

Epwarp CoDRINGTON.

Sir B. C. to Lady C.
October 6, 1827.

We anchored under Cape Papa where we are now, at
9 piM. last night; in company with ¢ Dartmouth,” ¢ Talbot,’
and ¢ Philomel,’ and a division of Turks of some 15, in-
cluding a large frigate, a corvette, and 8 or 4 smaller ves-
sels of war. Cape Papa is at the entrance of the Gulf of
Patras, which is at the entrance of the Gulf of Lepanto. My
last letter left me on the 8rd at Zante, whilst Ibrahim and
his fleet we supposed to be obediently working towards
Navarin. It seems that in the night, inspired by the dirty
weather, the dirty dog edged away for Patras, and was
stopped by a violent wind down the Gulf from proceeding
beyond this Cape, where we saw him and his admirals, &c.,
at anchor, after we had approached in chase to intercept his
movements. There was evidently trick in this; for none of
the vessels we passed would hoist their colours (although as
their general rule they keep them at all times flying), until
they had several shot right at them. By thus detaining a
considerable number of these vessels with the supplies, we
separated them from the fleet; and the frequent fire of this
ship, and the ¢ Dartmouth,” and the ¢ Talbot,” was an earnest
to Ibrahim of the spirit in which we were now actmg since
the failure of his word.

Whatever may have been the cause, the effect was his
weighing at and after dark, with all those around him;
being exposed, like ourselves, during the night to weather
which made it enough for each to look out for ourselves;
and being at length obliged, like us, to put before a hurricane
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for shelter. By 8 a.u. yesterday (the 5th) the wind abated.
We then saw some 25 sail down to leeward betwixt Zante
and Cephalonia, at too great distance to know what they
were ; and nearly as many more scattered about in all direc-
tions. These, like me, imagined that the chief himself
might still be within the gulf; and we therefore all made to
the same point, for the same purpose. Accordingly, I found
the ¢ Asia’ surrounded by them this morning; and they are
now all under way, obeying my directions to proceed towards
Alexandria. The captain of the frigate, who came on board
this morning to ask my leave to go to Patras, told me that
Ibrahim made a signal in the night to bear up for that place,
and was stopped by the wind, as above, &c. That the two
flags at the main were those of Moharem Bey and Tahir
Pacha; that Ibrahim hoisted no flag, but yet made all the
signals. Thus we have again by activity and spirit, defeated
the object of the Turks, and fulfilled the instructions ema-
nating from the Treaty: and we have shown that there is
no solid foundation for the prevalent belief in either Turkish
honour or Turkish bravery. ;
Spencer is gone to bed until my dinner-hour of 3 ».m.,

having been up the last two nights; the ‘Asia,” ¢ Dartmouth,”
and ¢ Philomel’ having gained their anchorage we have all had
a real good snooze. I cannot describe the luxury of hearing
the rain last night pour down over my head after the
lightning, without a breath of wind to call up the people,
the preceding night having called every one of us on deck.
Late last night the ¢ Hinde,” cutter, brought me your letters
to 25th September. In proportion as I myself am made
happy by good accounts of you to so late a date, I am
annoyed at your being so long in getting similar accounts
of me. You will find it is neither my fault nor Hal’s, for
we have never missed an opportunity. Nor has there been
any need of pumping; for we have had plenty to write
about, as my official letters alone would show you. I have
no doubt that those alone will be found very interesting, from
the variety of events which have occurred, and are still oc-
curring every day suddenly and unexpectedly.

Sur E. C. to Lady C.

October 7.

I told you in my last I had been so far very fortunate: I
may again say the same; for the many difficulties to which
I have been exposed have turned to my personal credit. We
¢ Asia,” ¢ Dartmouth,’ ¢Talbot,” and latterly the ¢ Philomel,
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have driven off Ibrahim and his four admirals, &e., &e., &e.,
amounting to fifty-seven sail (but excluding his three ships
of the line, which, I conclude, were left at Navarin as not
sea-worthy), and have prevented his succeeding in the object
for which he broke his word, not certainly without firing
guns, but without producing hostilities; an effect for which
the Allied Governments had prepared twelve ships of the -
line, besides frigates, &c. I staid behind in this Gulf of
Patras, to prevent supplies being landed slyly in small quan-
tities. Accordingly, seeing a brig anchor of Missolunghi
and send off a boat full of men, we have just cut her cable,
and are taking her out to sea, short of her boat and the
crew in her, with her cargo of flour. From one or the other
of us she has received several shot through her sails and hull,
but none have been killed. The captain asked if his head
was to be cut off, and seemed well pleased with the negative,
which he immediately communicated to the others. -

We have all in turn (except Dilke) been watching a corps
of Albanians marching along in regular order. Smith was
the longest of all, helped on by Harry, who was himself half
an hour in finding out they were pelicans; all books of tra-
vels relate this sort of thing, but nobody believes it until
they are convinced by their own experience of the similarity
in appearance. I must also record another curiosity which
I never saw before, that is a lunar rainbow on the night of
the 5th, extremely perfect. The red and orange rays were
very discernible.

From H. J. Codrington to his Mother.

¢ Asia,’ off Navarin: October 18,

At dusk on the 4th it came on to blow very fresh out of the
Gulf, and, after having furled all the sails, we were obliged
to bear up again for the mouth of the gulf till it moderated.
At daylight we were at the entrance of the gulf, ¢ Dartmouth,’
¢ Talbot,” and ¢ Philomel’ in company, but cnly one or two
stray Turks to be seen. ¢ Philomel’ told us Lord Cochrane
and the steamer with several Greek brigs had been in the
Gulf of Lepanto, and that Lord Cochrane had left it, but the
steamer, &c., had burnt nine vessels, either belonging to or
in pay of the Turks, amongst them some Austrian merchant-
men, who had just landed some corn for the Turks, and
whose masters were at the Turkish camp getting their money.
She also told us that when she was running down during
the night, the Turkish fleet had come down before the wind
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under a very heavy press of sail, and passed her in great
confusion, running right out of the gulf at a devil of a rate;
and, on taking a careful look from our mast-head, we did see
half of them to leeward very much dispersed. That evening
(October 5) we anchored near Cape Papa among a few
Turks, whom we sent off next morning (6th). The captain
of one said that most likely if we did notlet him go to Patras
Ibrahim would cut his head off for not getting there, and the
poor man was very disconsolate for some time. So that there
was very good reason for those fellows so obstinately per-
sisting the day before. On the 7th we weighed and ran up
the gulf a little higher past Cape Papa, turned a few more
Turkish and Austrian brigs, &c., out, had a good look at
Missolunghi, &c., and a glimpse at Patras. Missolunghi is
built on a perfect flat at the foot of some very high hills
running N.W. and S.E. about; on the shore of the gulf it is
surrounded on the land side by low and impassable marshes,
except on one front, which is fortified, if I may so call it, by
a ditch and wall, neither in good repair. Report says there
were sixty pieces of cannon mounted in the town. Towards
the sea no vessel bigger than a small boat could come within
several miles of it, on account of the shoals and sand banks
which form the lagoons, or lakes, between it and the sea.
From the entrance of the banks to the town there are only
one or two canals, or passages, for even boats, which pas-
sages are serpentine and very difficult to find; as to the
lagoons themselves, they are of too soft a bottom to be ford-
able, but too sticky a one to be navigable for anything but
flat-bottomed boats. There are also several tiers of banks
above water between the outer one or entrance, and the town,
with only a few passages, and those difficult to find. One of
the outer entrances (the chief one) is guarded by a small fort
called Vassiladi, which has only two narrow passages to it,
although the great passage into the gates is close under its
guns. We saw it (in 1825 or 1826, when in the Naiad)
taken from the Greeks by the Turks, by means of their flat-
bottomed gunboats which they built at Patras, towed over
to the lakes, and got in at a smaller entrance out of shot.
At one time there were upwards of twenty of these, some
with two and some with three guns, firing at this fort. It
was taken in consequence of the magazine being blown up by
ashell, In consequence of its loss the Greeks could no longer
victual Missolunghi from the sea, as that passage by the fort
was the only one that could admit loaded boats. As to the
town, while we were at anchor off it in ¢ the Naiad’ we regu-
larly saw them begin every evening at nine o'clock, firing
into and bombarding it, and once or twice saw a general
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assault, always at night, and invariably repulsed. It was
certainly very beautiful, and amused the first watch very
much. During the day they were generally very inactive,
except when either party fired a chance gunj; then it was
immediately answered and re-answered for five minutes, when
they left off. This happened five or six times a day. Latterly,
I believe, the Turks had nearly fifty large flat-bottomed gun-
boats on the lakes against the town. Before itsfall the garri-.
son had eaten nothing but sea-weed for four days. Then they
made their last desperate sally ; part escaped, part were re-
pulsed and the Turks immediately storming the town, the
garrison being so much weakened, were driven from the
batteries to the armed houses, Where, finding there was no
chance of escape, they ultimately blew up themselves and chil-
dren. But, to return to present time, the red flag was waving
on the little fort, and, having taken out a brig which was
at anchor near the fort, and which had a boat with her
officers on shore, we commenced beating out, taking in
tow several Austrian brws, &c., which still hovered round.

On the 13th, in the morning, we fell in with the
Russmn squadron (4 sail of the line, 2 frigates, and 1
corvette) ; and- subsequently with the French squadron.
In the evening the French squadron (two sail of the
line, two frigates, &c.), went to Zante, and we, Russians in
company, continued our route to Navarin. The same day
two Turkish corvettes came from Ibrahim, who was at Na-
varin, to enquire after part of his fleet, and to ask leave to
go to Patras, which was refused. It was curious to observe
how the Turks kept clear of the Russian ships and got under
our lee. When the Russians came near them they bore up
and ran to the side of us, for they did not like their looks.
The Russian ships are very elean, and, I think, in very good
order. Many of their officers speak good English, and several
of them served as volunteers in the English navy during the
war. Count Heiden is the Russian Rear-Admiral, his lag-
ship is ¢ the Azoff.” They all have their names on their sterns,
appear quite new, and, their copper being new, is of a beau-
tiful dark rose colour, “which ver y much improves the appear-
ance of the ships. Since our arrival we have been cruising
about as usual, waiting for the French, who arrived here
yesterday.

From Sir Frederick Adam to Sivr E. C.

Corfii: October 8, 1827.
My pEAR CODRINGTON, s
I am very anxious to hear what has been the result of your
bold, decided measures, and that the return to Navarin has
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been prevented. If you meet the French squadron in time
I am confident you will prevent their returning to that port ;
T even anticipate this result if you don’t fall in with aid. It
has given me great pleasure and a sensible gratification to
hear of your little force commanding and directing one so
superior ; and I admire the decision which produced this
result. I hope, however, very soon to learn how this has
terminated.

From Sir E. C. to Svr Frederick Adam.
Zante : October 10, 1827.

Knowing that I have had this work to perform with such
a small force, the good folks at home will be anxious for
further news; and will partake of my satisfaction in having
defeated Ibrahim’s object without actual hostilities, and in
this arrival of the Russian ships preventing my being again
placed in a similar extremity. The 14th was the day fixed
for De Rigny and wmyself re-joining off Navarin when we
still relied on Ibrahim’s promise; therefore we are sure to
assemble there all together in readiness to act decisively.

I am glad Lord C. has given up his projects in Albania.
He might have had pretty pickings out of this fleet after the
late gale, if he had had anything hanging about for such a
purpose. I dare say that he is gone back to Poros; as the
time for which his men were entered is nearly out, and they
won’t serve without being regularly paid up.

As to my having steamers, you may judge of the en-
couragement I have to ask for such aid, when I tell you I
am allowed 20 men for manning the tenders which take 65 ;
that we are so over-armed in proportion to our men, that
being now several short, we could only put 9 men to a 32-
pounder if we were to fight the whole; and that having
about 2,000 fathoms of one-sized rope in wear as lifts and
braces, always liable to go from being always relied upon for
supporting the yards, we have some 85 fathoms to replace
them as our full allowance. This is economy with a
vengeance, but I trust our new master will order it in a more
un-Secretarial manner.

10 r.u.

I have just got your note of the 8th by the steamer. I
assure you my good friend I know the value of your good
opinion of my conduct and prize your expression of it accord-
ingly. We certainly put a good face on it, and I suspect
Ibrahim thought we had been joined by some of our friends,
by his bolting away as he did, after having sacrificed his
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honour in order to effect his purpose. If De R. got to
Navarin in time, he will have shut the door on Ibrahim of
course : but if not, we can now force him into our measures
without difficulty.

P.S.—Stovin tells me the Turkish fleet have got into
Navarin. I fear De Rigny again changed his mind, and did
not go to Cervi to water, as he settled to do, but went away
to Milo or Poros; or else he must have got back in time to
stop them.

Yours, with great regard,
Epwp. Coprinaeron.

Sir E. C. to Lady C.
Zante : October 9, 9 p.u.

The ¢ Alacrity > came here this evening from Corfu having
shown her colours to seven sail of Russian ships-of-war on
the other side of this island. This is a good bit of news for
you as well as me, for it will show you that I shall now have
ample means of doing what is required, and that my anxiety
will be greatly diminished: as you know what sort of man
Adamisand that his good opinion is well worth having, I will
enclose a note T received from him last night. It was im-
possible for me to prevent the fleet getting back to Navarin
as there were always some devils hanging back for Patras,
and at the last we were obliged to use both shot and the
tow-rope to effect our purpose. It is of no consequence,
except that the job would certainly have been more complete.
However, I may fairly say to you that if my masters are not
contented with me they are very unreasonable.

October 9 (after hearing the news of Mr. Canning’s death).

I admired him as much as most people out of his personal
circle, but I cannot forget the blots in his political conduct,
blots which the good arising from the change of system he
was about establishing would certainly have wiped off, but
which at this early period it is quite impossible to forget.

However, he is a very severe loss to us just
now, and it is lamentable that he should not have lived to
see the benefits of his late measures.

From Sir Frederick Adam to Lady C.
Corfu : October 14, 1827,
Although I send the latest accounts of the Admiral from
himself, you must, my dear Madam, submit to receiving
this also, that I may congratulate you, as I do most sincerely,
on Codrington’s brilliant achievement, for such I must con-
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sider his late encounters with the promise-breaking Turkish
fleet. The Admiral’s whole conduct has been a fine specimen
of prompt, bold, and manly decision, has done him great
honour, and added to the character of the noble service to
which he belongs. Fifty three against four, and the four
obliging their opponents to comply with their demand! it
has really done me good. I am national enough to be pleased
too, that this important service has been accomplished by
the English squadron alone: this may be called narrow-
minded, but I am Englishman enough to have such narrow-
minded feelings.
With great truth, your very sincere, &o.,
F. Apam.

From General Ponsonby to Sir E. C.

Malta: October 21, 1827,

My pEAR ADMIRAL,—Again let me congratulate you on
the success of your late operations (at Patras) which could
not have succeeded except by the greatest decision in most
critical circumstances,—and by this decision the peace of
the world is still maintained.

From Sir E. C. to the Admaralty.*
¢ Asia,’ at Zante: October 10, 1827.

Str,—I have more than once had to complain of the
irregular conduct of Lord Cochrane. You will now inform
his Royal Highness the Lord High Admiral that I received
a letter from his Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir Frederick
Adam on the 23rd of last mbnth, stating that information
. had reached him of a Greek squadron under his Lordship
having on board a considerable body of troops said to be
under the command of General Church, being about to make
an attack on some parts of the Albanian provinces to the
north of the Gulf of Prevesa. Agreeing with Sir ¥. Adam,
and my opinion being sanctioned by that of Rear-Admiral
De Rigny, that it was requisite to restrain the Greek forces
from execiting revolt-in parts not hitherto the theatre of war,
I immediately sent the ¢Philomel’ to wherever Lord
Cochrane might be, with directions to Commander, Lord
Viscount Ingestrie, to make known to the commanders of the
expedition that I considered it my duty in the present state
of affairs to prevent such a measure being carried into exe-
cution; and that I should shortly present myself in that
neighbourhood. The ¢ Philomel’ joined me off Cape Papa

* Received October 27.
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on the 5th inst.; and Lord Ingestrie reported that upon his
showing the order to Lord Cochrane his Lordship promised
to guide himself by the spirit of it. Lord Ingestrie then
passed into the Gulf of Lepanto where he made a similar
communication to General Church, who equally expressed
his decision to attend to it. That general was at Vostitza
on the 4th inst., meditating the blockade of Patras by land.
Yesterday, I received another despatch from Sir Frederick
Adam, reporting to me the occupation of the Island of Petala
by a part of Lord Cochrane’s force, and requiring the assist-
ance of a frigate. As the ¢ Ariadne > must have reached Corfii
very soon after the date of this last letter, and as I hear the
¢ Hellas,” with a steamer in tow, was seen on September 28,
off ¢Cephalonia,” steering to the southward, I trust the
Lord High Commissioner will have had sufficient means of
restoring that island to its former state of neutrality.
I have, &ec.,
Epwp. CobrINGTON.

From Sir E. C. to Sir Henry Wellesley.

¢ Asia,” Zante : October 11, 1827.

My pEAR Sir HENRY,—As your son will have told you of
our proceedings and of his being a party to them in this
ship, I need only say that we have brought Turkish honour
and Turkish valour to a discount: there have been two
occasions in which I thought it impossible they could yield
without fighting for it ; but they nevertheless, after forfeiting
their word of honour to effect their purpose of giving sup-~
plies to Patras, &c., gave up that purpose rather than
encounter the broadside of this ship, supported by the little
‘Dartmouth’ frigate, the lesser ‘Talbot’ with her carronades,
and the ¢ Zebra’ brig. As we were to avoid hostilities, it is
a satisfaction to me to have effected the object with such a
modicum of the force prepared for that service by the Allied
Governments, without going to such an extremity. I fear
Admiral De Rigny did not get back to Navarin in time to
prevent Ibrahim and his fleet re-entering that port. How-
ever, there his Highness’s expedition will terminate its
hostile career, I think, since the Russian squadron is an-
nounced to me as being now off this island. I hear a report
of the ¢Sultan’ having been at direct variance with his
divan, and having quitted them and joined his army at
Scutari, where he is building another seraglio. The Greeks,
instead of aiding their own cause, are mostly employed in
piracies at sea and on shore: and whenever the affair is
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settled with the Turks, we shall have an endless work to
perform in bringing the Greeks to anything like regularity.
If Capo d’Istria come with some 3,000 or 4,000 Swiss to
support his government, things may do well,—but so long
as the Capitani are to continue their sway, so long will vice
prevail over patriotism and even common honesty.
Very sincerely yours,
Epwp. CobRINGTON.

From Sir E. C. to Mr. 8. Canning, Constantinople.

¢ Asia, off Navarin : October 14, 1827.

Sir,—I had the honour of addressing Your Excellency on
the 29th of last month by the ¢ Dryad,” which ship proceeded
to Smyrna. The enclosed copies of letters to the Admiralty,*
and of one to his Excellency Sir Henry Wellesley,t will
afford you all the information of our proceedings since that
date. The Russian squadron, consisting of four sail of the
- line, three frigates, and a corvette, joined company yesterday
morning off Zante, and are now proceeding with me towards
Navarin, Rear-Admiral De Rigny also joined company
yesterday with part of his squadron, but went into Zante
with them for the purpose of getting refreshments. It
appears that when off Cerigo proceeding to Cervi, ¢La
Provence’ ran aboard ¢le Scipion’ in the night, by which
accident both ships were disabled, the one losing her main-
mast and the other her bowsprit. Whilst remaining at
Cervi the mainmast was taken out of ¢la Provence’ and
put into ‘le Scipion,” which will make the latter ship
effective. “la Provence’ is ordered to Toulon. It is very
creditable to Admiral De Rigny’s squadron to have effected
this very difficult operation. It is, however, much to be
lamented that such an accident should have prevented the
French squadron coming off Navarin during the time that
Ibrahim’s fleet was at sea, as we could then have given it
what direction we pleased. Upon Admiral De Rigny’s re-
turn I shall consult with him and Count Heiden as to the
propriety of forcing Tbrahim to come out and proceed to
Turkey.

I have, &c.,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

* Relative to the affair at Patras.
T Relative to Austrian vessels.
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From Sir B. C. to Mr. S. Canning.

‘Asia,’ off Navarin: October 14, 1827.

DEar Sir,—Yesterday, at the moment of being joined by
the Russian squadron, I received by the ¢ Brisk’ your letters
of the 28th and 29th September, with their enclosures.
Although, from the want of a correct understanding of Ad-
miral De Rigny’s plans and rendezvous, and from my being
unable to detach a vessel to make known my sudden move-
ments after the Turkish fleet, I was put into a very critical
situation, and felt myself called upon to state the difficulties
I had to contend with, it becomes me to assure you that
my colleague would have gladly co-operated with me from
the first, with the same zeal and cordiality which I have
found in him since our meeting. The only vessels which knew
of my comimg this way were driven by a gale of wind be-
yond Candia; and when the ¢Cambrian’ came as far as
Sapienza in search of me, I was carried by a current as far
as the Strophades. For all the extraordinary events which
have attended Ibrahim’s breach of faith I refer you to my
letters to his Royal Highness the Lord High Admiral, of
which T have sent you copies with my official letter. I was
always of opinion that something was meditated in the
neighbourhood of Patras, before the avowed attack on Hy-
dra; I therefore placed myself at Zante, where I could be
- ready for any small detachments from this port, as well as to
watch the motions of Lord Cochrane. T did not, however,
feel any doubt of Ibrahim’s ostensibly fulfilling his engage-
ment, any more than did Admiral De Rigny; or I should
not have sent my squadron into Malta to refit. That the
service which was thrown upon me by this violation of good
faith was arduous and critical, will be evident to you on the
perusal of my narrative; and that by the gallant and able
support of the little band which I had with me, I was enabled
to defeat the purpose for which Ibrahim sacrificed his honour,
I shall consider as one of the most fortunate circumstances
of my professional life. I reckoned on being back here in
time to prevent the re-entry of the fleet; but that very wind
which favoured my first object, by dividing and dispersing
them, detained me off Missolunghi so long that I could only
hope for that measure being effected by the arrival of the
French or Russian squadron. When Admiral De Rigny
returns from Zante, I shall confer with him and Count Hei-
den as to taking measures for forcing Ibrahim’s return to

VOL. II E
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Egypt. He is now less entitled to delicacy on our part;
and if he before stood in awe of the ‘Asia’ singly, he may be
very ready to yield obedience to the ten sail of the line
united. :

From Sir E. C. to Mr. 8. Canning

¢ Asia,’ off Navarin : October 14, 1827,

Dzar Sir,—I have written you such a private letter as I
think you will find no difficulty in showing to your colleagues.
In thatI have touched upon Admiral DeRigny’s not joining me,
in such a way as I hepe will make all smooth as far as concerns
his sincerity. He does not, however, understand service in
our way of performing it, and seems to incline much more to
the diplomatic. After asking about his ships going away
from hence when ours did, and being advised by me to let
them remain here three or four days, and then profit by a
strong northerly wind to let them get away in the night
when they would not be seen, he took them off the next day
in sight of the Turks, and of an Austrian vessel of war, which
of course gave notice of his movements. When off Cerigo,
two of his ships ran foul of each other, by which both were
disabled, until (much to their credit) they transferred the
mainmast of the one to the other in Cervi Bay. The ‘Armide’
carried him the news of Ibrahim’s breach of faith at the
same time that the ‘Dartmouth’ came to me; but there he
remained, and only joined me yesterday; whereby, besides
leaving me unsupported to prevent the success of Ibrahim’s
treachery, he lost the opportunity which his coming directly
here with his other two ships of the line, his own large
frigate, and the ¢ Armide,” &c., would have given him, of pre-
venting the return of the Turkish expedition into Navarin;
and conducting them, as in that case we should be now
doing, back to their own ports. He joined me yesterday at
the same time as Count Heiden ; and though I proposed we
should have a conference as soon as the wind should mode-
rate, he proposed going to Zante, if I had no objection, for
stock for his officers. I offered to share mine with him, but
he said all bis officers were in the same destitution ; and, as
he still clung to it, and said he would not be a whole day
absent, I could not but consent. Such is the man, and T
therefore mention it to you. But at the same time he is
quite ready to act as I wish when present with me; and,
though delays and difficulties will arise, I doubt not but we
shall come out pretty well in the end. Count Heiden was on
board the ¢Asia’ to-day, and is to dine with me to-morrow.
He appears to be all I could wish; like one of our service,
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eager to act under my orders as he is directed by his instrue-
tions to do, whether the French commander do the same or
not; and his ships are apparently in good service-like order.
He says, but for being ordered to rendezvous at Messina
(and then Zante) he should have been here a fortnight sooner.
He will write to propose Malta hereafter, instead of Mes-
sina. At the moment of his joining there were two Turkish
corvettes coming to ask me after seven missing vessels, three
of which they openly satd were Austrians. I told them I knew
nothing of their vessels, and upon their asking to go to the
Gulf of Patras, and getting from me a flat refusal, they went
away from Navarin, and of course made known the arrival of
the Russian squadron. To-day we have shown ourselves close
enough for Tbrahim to see their colours, and I imagine it
was a sight to him not of the most agreeable description.
Captain Hamilton has got your letters to him, and is gone
to make a visit to Pedro Bay at Maina. Admiral De Rigny
talked to me about his letter on piracy and gave me a copy
of it, some time after he had received your answer to Count
Guilleminot upon its contents. Thinking we had then quite
enough upon our hands here, I did not enter much into
the subject. I may say at once to you that I by no means
agree to his plan of having a tribunal at Syra, a plan origi-
nating in his wish to favour the Catholics there, whom he
considered under his immediate protection. So soon as the
actual warfare ceases, I apprehend some regular consular
agents will be appointed ; and their signatures at the seat of
Government may perhaps be a good countersign to the docu-
ments furnished by the executives. I am told that the
eagerness on the part of the said executives for these con-
demnations arises from their receiving a twentieth part
themselves, which they account for as they please. I have
used, and must use, strong language to these people, and
must take strong measures also: or the delay in completing
the object of the Treaty may almost annihilate our commerce
in these seas.
Tuesday, 16th, 10 A.u.

As Rear-Admiral De Rigny is not yet returned from Zante,
and as it is important that the arrival of the Russian squadron
should be known by you and your colleagues, I will send my
letters, and those of Count Heiden off at once. Whenever
you suspect a reason for having another vessel at Tenedos,
after you may have despatched the ¢Rifleman,” you will of
course let me hear of it. '

Believe me, &c.,
Epwp. CoDpRINGTON.
E 2
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P.S.—Sir F. Stovin believes that the line of limitation being
extended to Arta might interfere with the supply of cattle
to the Ionian Islands; but I shall shortly have Sir F. Adam’s
official answer to this question.

October 16, 3 p.M.

Since I enclosed my letter this morning, an Austrian cor-
vette, which I have no doubt is the ¢ Carglina,” made such a
push for Modon that I directed the ¢ Dartmouth’ and ¢Tal-
bot’ to endeavour to stop her, and bring her to me. I think
they will be too late. The ¢Cambrian’ is now under signal
to stop two Austrian schooners doing the same thing; but
to say that if charged with despatches for Ibrahim or the
Turks, they may go. I wish to commit them to the fact,
but not to prevent a communication which possibly may
occasion the retirement of the expedition to Turkey. Count
Heiden and T have agreed upon a note to Ibrahim, which we
proposed having signed by Commodore Milius, if Mons. De
Rigny should not return in time, and then sending it in with
the hope of stopping him in laying waste the country as he
is now doing.

Your very obedient servant,
Epwp. CODRINGTON. -

From Sir E. C. to Lady C.

Off Navarin : October 15, 1827.

On the 13th, when close to the southward of Zante, we
were joined by both the French and Russian squadrons. It
seems that two of the former, the ¢ Provence ’ and ¢ Scipion,’
ran foul of each other off Cerigo, that the mainmast of the
former was transferred to the latter in Cervi Bay,* a job

- which does them great credit, and that the ¢Provence’ is
gone to Toulon. The Russians seem to be in good service-
like condition, well managed, and very desirous of going
hand in hand with us in everything. Count Heiden is quite
like one of us, candid, hearty, and eager to act under my
orders.  Qur visit yesterday made us well-acquainted, and as
he dines with me to-day, we shall henceforth fully understand
one another. I think to-morrow will bring my own two
friends from Malta (‘Genoa’ and ‘Albion’) and De Rigny
back from Zante, where he went on the 13th with his squadron,
to get some grub. I offered to share mine with him, having
already sent him two sheep and twelve fowls; but as he
pressed the point, I did not like to offer any objection to his

. ! Nore sy Stz E. C.—¢ De Rigny remained there after “1’Armide” had
Jjoined him, in order to see this operation.’
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going, ill-timed as it was. I must say that now, after having
done what excites the approbation of all hands, I feel some-
what proud of my mixed and most extraordinary command.
The whole history will be better detailed by others than
by myself; for I have not time for more than my actual
duty claims, except this little relaxation with you. It is
altogether so curious: we have at this minute a Greek
brig-of-war in company which brought me letters, and a
Turk watching our movements, in addition to our own three
flags. Sir G. Don calls the Treaty the tricolour treaty, which
I think not inappropriate.

From Lord Dudley to Sir E. C.¥
F. O.: November 5, 1827,

My pear Sirk EpwarD,—An Ionian messenger goes to-day,
and though it is not my business to communicate with you
officially, yet I may be allowed to tell you as a friend how
much I am gratified by the spirit and ability you have shown
in the late transactions with the Turks.

If this affair is speedily and satisfactorily terminated, you
will have contributed your full share to that result. .

We are on the tiptoe of expectation for accounts of the
effect produced at Constantinople by the communication from
Tbrahim Pacha. Upon that depends the turn subsequent
events are to take.

Believe me, ever most truly yours,
DubpLEY.

Lord Dudley was Secretary of State for Foreign
Affairs: there was no hesitation in expressing approval
of the execution by force of a portion of the Treaty,
when it had been successful, without a battle. But the
account of this bold act of personal and naval respon-
sibility, maintained by cannon shot against so superior a
force—this first instalment of active hostility—was
never published, either from ministerial fear, or from
some anti-professional influence at the Admiralty. And
so, the gallantry called forth by this almost unique
episode, and the success resulting from the moral effect
of that gallant bearing, have remained even to this time
almost unknown to the English public. It is, however,

* After receiving the account of the encounter with the Turkish fleet off
Patras on October 4.
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such acts as these that awaken the warm sympathy of
Englishmen, and the public acknowledgment of which
forms the best incitement to their imitation.

It seemed as if those in England responsible for the
Treaty, did not dare to show to the world that its
execution against the will of Turkey involved actual
hostility. This affair of Patras was a warning—a prac-
tical measure of war, sure to culminate in something
more serious when the time. might come for enforcing
upon the Turkish and Egyptian forces a full compliance
with the Treaty. Meanwhile, the warm cordiality of
Lord Dudley became checked, and this was the last ex-
pression of it. No more private letters were received
from him, and the next communication from his Lord-
ship was the official despatch containing the ‘Queries.’
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CHAPTER II.

Tue following warning from Admiral De Rigny to
the French officers in the Turkish fleet was supposed to
have been given some time before, when if done it might
have had a very advantageous effect.

From Admiral De Rigny to ‘Messrs. Letellier, Bompard, et autres
Officiers framgass @ bord de la Flotte turque.’

Syréne : le 15 octobre 1827.

Messieurs,—La situation dans laquelle vous voyez les
flottes ottomanes blocquées dans le port de Navarin, la
circonstance du manque de parole de S.A. Ibrahim Pacha,
qui §’était engagé 4 une suspension d’armes provisoire, doit
vous indiquer que désormais vous pouvez vous trouver en
face de votre pavillon. Vous savez les chances que vous
courez, et en vous sommant de quitter le service turc au
moment ol la flotte ottomane g'est placée dans une situation
agressive dont elle doit courir les chances, je vous donne un
avis que vous ne devez pas négliger si vous étes restés
Frangais. ;
J’ai Phonneur, etc.,

DE Rieny.

Order by Sw H. C.

Given on board the ¢ Asia,’ off Navarin : October 16, 1827,

WeEREAS, I have received information that a part of the
army of Ibrahim Pacha, in direct breach of the agreement
which he made with Rear-Admiral De Rigny and myself on
September 25 last, has advanced into the plain of Kalamata,
where it is ravaging the country, destroying the habitations,
and burning the olive and other fruit trees; and that it is
likely to force the pass of Varga for the purpose of going to
Maina—jyou are hereby directed to proceed in the ship you
command towards Varga, put yourself in communication
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with the Greeks, and use your utmost endeavours not only
to defend them against these barbarities, but to drive back
the army of the Pacha within the lines of Navarin.
Epwarp CODRINGTON.
To G. W. Hamilton, C.B.,
Captain of H. M. Ship ¢ Cambrian.’

From the English, French, and Russian Adwirals to His
Highness Ibrahim Pacha.

A bord du vaisseau de S.M.B. ‘Asia,’ le 17 octobre 1827.

AvTEsSE,—Des informations treés-positives, qui nous ar-
rivent de toutes parts, nous annoncent que de nombreux dé-
tachemens de votre armée parcourent dans différens sens la
partie occidentale de la Morée ; qu’ils dévastent, détruisent,
briilent, arrachent les arbres, les vignes, toutes les produe-
tions végétales; qu’ils se hitent enfin de faire de cette con-
trée un véritable désert.

Nous apprenons de plus, qu’une expédition est préparée
contre les districts de Maina, et que déja des forces avancent
dans cette direction.

Tous ces actes de violence extréme se passent sous les yeux
pour ainsi dire, et au mépris de ’armistice que Votre Altesse
g’est engagée sous sa parole d’honneur d’observer fidélement
jusqu’au retour de ses courriers—armistice en faveur duquel
la rentrée de sa flotte a Navarinlui fut accordée le 26 septem-
bre dernier.

Les soussignés se voient dans la pemble obligation de
-vous déclarer aujourd’hui qu’une pareille conduite de votre
part, une violation aussi étrange de vos engagemens, vous
placent, Monsieur, hors la loi des nations, et au dehors des
Traités existans entre leurs Cours et la Porte ottomane.

Il y a plus; les soussignés conmderent les dévastations qui
se commettent dans ce moment méme par vos ordres, comme
directement contraires aux intéréts de votre souverain, qui
pourroit perdre, en raison de ces dévastations, les avantages
réels que le Traité de Londres 1u1 assure sur la Gréce.

Les soussignés demandent Votre Altesse une réponse
categonque et prompte a la présente notification, et ils lui
laissent a prévoir les conséquences immédiates d’un refus ou
d’une tergiversation.

Epwp. CopringTon, Vice-Admiral.
Le ComtE pE HEIDEN, Contre-Amiral.
H. DE Rieny, Contre-Amiral.
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THE THREE ADMIRALS WARN IBRAHIM.

From QColonel Cradock to Sir E. C.

H.M.S. ‘Dartmouth,’ off Navarin: October 18, 1827,

Sir,—In compliance with your desire I proceeded to Navarin
with the letter for Tbrahim Pacha from the three Admirals.
On entering the Port, Captain Fellowes sent an officer on
board the ship bearing the flag of Mucharem Bey, with a
request that Mr. Abro, Ibrahim Pacha’s interpreter, might
be informed of my wish to see him. The officer brought
back word that Ibrahim was absent they knew not where,
and that Mr. Abro was at Modon, at two hours’ distance,
but that a messenger should be sent to him, and that he
would probably come to Navarin that evening or early the
next day. At 10 o’clock this morning Mr. Abro came on
board the ¢ Dartmouth.’ I told him that I had a letter
signed by the three Admirals which I was directed to deliver
to the Pacha. Mr. Abro replied that Ibrahim was not at
Navarin. I asked him whether it was not probable that the
Pacha might return were he informed that a person had
arrived with a letter of great importance from the Admirals,
and who wished to present it personally ; or, that if he would
find me a horse and accompany me, that I would proceed to
wherever the Pacha might be, provided it was within a day’s
distance. Mr. Abro replied that unfortunately there was no
means whatever of forwarding the letter to His Highness, as
his movements had been kept a profound secret, and that
nobody knew where he was. On Mr. Abro giving me his
honour of this, I proposed to Captain Fellowes to return to
the squadron, and I enclose herewith to Your Excellency the
letter with which you entrusted me. £

I have, &c.,
HosarT CrADOCK.

Sir B. C. to Lady C.
October 17,

We have sent in a paper to Ibrahim by which we hope to
stop his ravaging the country, as he is now doing in mere
spite ; and at the same time giving him an opening for any
fresh proposal which he may have to make, now that he has
probably had an answer from his father. We are now as-
sembled in full force. . . . . It is said Tbrahim is very sulky
in consequence of being foiled so unexpectedly in the object
for which he sacrificed his word of honour; and well he may,
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for he has heretofore prided himself in his character for both
courage and honour, as the Turks understand the latter at
least ; and I have certainly exposed his want of both, with
an inferiority of force which removes all excuse. He was
probably instructed to avoid war as strongly as I was, but T
presume he had orders which he was bound to execute at all
risks, or else he would not have broken faith; and in this
we were equally under the responsibility of originating a
war, when peace was the object in view. It is my good
fortune to have escaped that extremity; and yet to have
effected that with one ship of the line, which was destined
to have been performed by twelve.

Now, is not this enough of myself? I think it may do for
the present at all events, if I add, that both Harry and my-
self are quite well. However, you will have more of me from
others, for I shall send you the flattering expressions of Sir
Frederick Adam, who did not then know the worst which befell
me; and of Sir Frederick Ponsonby, another soldier of the
same right sort, who knew only the first act of the drama.

I like my new colleague (Admiral Heiden) much; he is
a straightforward sort of fellow, and ready, perhaps too
ready, to go all lengths. He says if he had not had such
positive orders to go to Messina, and had gone to Malta in-
stead, he would have been here a fortnight sooner. He was
only three days at Portsmouth ; went there unprepared and
unknowing his destination, and had to get provisions, &ec.,
for the voyage. Messina! of all places, the last for the pur-
pose. He has now written to propose Malta.

P.S.—Our letter to ITbrahim is brought back unopened, his
lying dragoman saying nobody knows where he is gone. I
dare say he will be found to-morrow, if the wind favour our
running into an anchorage alongside his ships.

Sir E. C. to Lady Emily Ponsonby at Malta.

Off Navarin : October 18, 1827,

Many thanks, my dear Lady Emily, for your kind chatty
note, which accompanied that of the 8th from Ponsonby.
The expressions of approbation which I have received from
him and from Adam, as coming from men who have none of
that which is so well understood by the vulgar word humbug
about them, are very agreeable to me, and I trust they will
have no reason to think otherwise of my subsequent pro-
ceedings. My Russian colleague is more of my sort than the
other, and is desirous of being always with me and going
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hand in hand with me on all occasions. De Rigny is quite
as much so when we are together, but he has none of that
endurance which became the character of our profession in
the late war, and which is wanted for the present service.
This it is which leads to his being out of the way at parti-
cular times when his presence is much wanted, and which
brings on him the character of insincerity. However, I
might easily have had a worse colleague, and I doubt not,
since we now understand each other, we shall get through
the business very well.

From Sir B. C. to G. Glaraki, Secretary to Provisional Govern-
ment of Greece.

¢ Asia,’ off Navarin: October 18, 1827.

Sie,—In answer to your three letters of September 24,
last, I shall begin by saying that, as T believe the owners of
the ¢Achilles’ to be much more in fault than the people
whom they send to sea for the purpose of committing piracies,
instead of doing what they wish I will do my utmost to
have the ship destroyed, and to make them responsible for
all the damage she has done.

Next, as to the conduct of Captain Lambessi. As his con-
duct in plundering the ¢ Kitty > English brig of her cargo, is
much more blameable than the conduct of the master of the
¢ Kitty,” instead of suffering that vessel to be carried before
your tribunal, she is already set at liberty : and if the Greek
Government and the Greek tribunal had an honest and up-
right sense of justice, they would punish the Greek captains
for such infamous conduct.

You claim from me this vessel as the right of your nation,
.and you eall upon me for justice and humanity in favour of
public robbers, against my own countrymen who have not
been proved to have committed any offence, and whose com-
merce it is my duty to protect. And you then talk to me
about the rights of a nation whose subjects, under the pro-
tection of their government, are committing piracies upon
the commerce of the three Allied Powers which are making
enormous sacrifices for them. 1T deny all claim on the part
of such a Government, and on the part of a nation that sub-
mits to be so governed. I now hear of an Ionian vessel,
part of whose cargo was condemned by your tribunal, being
plundered at Egina of the remainder by express orders from
you, in the name of the Greek Government. When other
important matters admit of it, I will give my attention more
particularly to these abuses. In the meantime I must inform
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you that I shall consider you and the individual members
composing the present Provisional Government of Greece, as
personally responsible for this outrage ; and my future appli-
cations will be made to the legislative body. With respect
to the news contained in the postscript of your letter, I can
inform you that if T had not, with only the ¢Asia,’ ¢ Dart-
mouth,” ‘Talbot,” and ¢Zebra,” placed myself between the
whole Turkish fleet and the entrance to the Gulf of Patras,
both Captain Hastings and Captain Thomas, the only people
whom I hear of opposing their enemy, would have been en-
tirely destroyed; and had those Greek cruisers which have
been seizing English vessels even as far as the Island of
Maritimo, been as much disposed to make war against the
Turks, they might have made prizes from the scattered
Turco-Egyptian fleet, which would have been a source of
both profit and honour.

From Captain Hamilton to Sir E. Codrington.
(Extract.)

H.M.S. ¢ Cambrian,” Kitries: October 18, 1827.

I have the honour of informing you that I arrived here
yesterday morning in company with the Russian frigate
¢ Constantine,’ the captain of which ship had placed himself
under my orders. On entering the gulf, we observed by
clouds of fire and smoke, that the work of devastation was
still going on. The ships were anchored off the pass of
Ancyro, and a joint letter from myself and the Russian cap-
tain was despatched to the Turkish commander, a copy of
.~ which I enclose ; the Russian and English officers, the bearers

of it, were not allowed to proceed to head-quarters, nor have
we yet received any answer. In the afternoon we, the two
captains, went on shore to the Greek quarters, and were re-
ceived with the greatest enthusiasm. The distress of the
inhabitants driven from the plain is shocking! women and
children dying every moment of absolute starvation, and
hardly any having better food than boiled grass! I have
promised to send a small quantity of bread to the caves in
the mountains, where these unfortunate wretches have taken
refuge. It is supposed that if Tbrahim remained in Greece,
more than a third of its inhabitants will die of absolute

starvation.
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Protocol of the three Admirals.
(Translation.)

Off Navarin : October 18, 1827.

The Admirals commanding the squadrons of the three
Powers which signed the Treaty of London, having met
before Navarin for the purpose of concerting the means of
effecting the object specified in the said Treaty, viz., an
armistice de facto between the Turks and the Greeks, have
set forth in the present protocol the result of their con-
ference.

Considering that after the provisional suspension of hos-
tilities to which Ibrahim Pacha consented, in his conference
of the 25th of September last with the English and French
Admirals, acting likewise in the name of the Russian Ad-
miral, the said Pacha did the very next day violate the
engagement, by causing his fleet to come out with a view to
its proceeding to another point in the Morea :

Considering that, since the return of that fleet to Navarin
in consequence of a second requisition addressed to Ibrahim
by Admiral Codrington who had met him near Patras, the
troops of this Pacha have not ceased carrying on a species
of warfare more destructive and exterminating than before,
putting women and children to the sword, burning habita-
tions, and tearing up trees by the roots, in order to complete
the devastation of the country :

Considering that, with a view of putting a stop to atroci-
ties which exceed all that has hitherto taken place, the
means of persuasion and conciliation, the represéntations
made to the Turkish Chiefs, and the advice given to Mehemet
Ali and his son have been treated as mockeries, whilst they
might, with one word, have suspended the course of so many
barbarities:

Considering that there only remains to the commanders
of the allied squadrons the choice between three modes of
fulfilling the intentions of their respective Courts, namely :

1st. The continuing throughout the whole of the winter
a blockade, difficult, expensive, and perhaps useless, since a
storm may disperse the squadrons and afford to Ibrahim the
facility of conveying his destroying army to different pomts
of the Morea and the islands ;

2ndly. The uniting the allied squadrons in Navarin itself,
and securing by this permanent presence the inaction of the
Ottoman fleets ; but which mode alone leads to no termina-
tion, since the Porte persists in not changing its system ;
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3rdly. ‘The proceeding to take a position with the squad-
rons in Navarin, in order to renew to Ibrahim propositions
which, entering into the spirit of the Treaty, were evidently
to the advantage of the Porte itself:

After having taken these three modes into consideration,
we have unanimously agreed that this third mode may,
without effusion of blood and without hostilities, but simply
by the imposing presence of the squadrons, produce a deter-
mination leading to the desired object:

We have in consequence adopted it, and set it forth in the
present protocol.

Signed by the English, French, and Russian Admirals.
October 18, 1827.

The following notes relating to circumstances imme-
diately preceding the Battle of Navarin, were written
down by me some years later from my father’s dictation.
They were all read over by him, and authenticated by
his own corrections.*—Jane B.

Upon leaving Zante after the affair off Patras, I wasjoined
by the Russian squadron. Count Heiden took the earliest
moment to visit me on hoard the ¢ Asia,’ bringing with him
Mons. Katakasi, a diplomatist. I saw at once that the
Count was a plain-sailing, open-hearted man ; which inspired
me with a desire to communicate openly and frankly with
him upon the duties we had to perform. He spoke very good
English, though mixed up with French whenever he found
a word in that language more expressive of his meaning.
But, before proceeding further, I asked him whether I was
to treat his companion with the some confidence with which
1 proposed to treat himself: to this he replied in the affirma-
tive, and our discussion was pursued on that understanding.
I note this now, because on a subsequent occasion, when
more intimate with the Count, I expressed my surprise that
he, as a sailor, should bring a diplomatist with him to talk
over such matters with a brother sailor. He told me that
this man, being sent officially with him to make his report
to the Emperor, felt himself quite out of his element in
having to deal only with sailors. His observation was, ¢ Que
peut-on faire avec ces marins anglais?’ and that he
(Heiden) had told him that he was quite sure he would find

* Note by Sir E. C., on the manuscript.—¢ Written down from Sir E, C.’s
dictation in October 1838, by J. B. C.
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me candid and open in communication, without interposing
any difficulties ; that he brought him on board on the first
occasion to give him an early proof of it, and that on their
return to ¢ Azoff,” he (Katakasi) repeatedly expressed his asto-
nishment at my free communication on all the subjects of
our discussion, and at my seeming to have no concealment,
no arriére-pensée, whatever. It was, I think, the following
day that we were joined by Admiral de Rigny. He was
considerably junior to Count Heiden, although bearing the
same rank as Rear-Admiral; and wishing to get them upon
good terms with each other, I so expressed myself as to hint
the propriety of his calling upon Count Heiden. I think I
proposed that we should go together: he evaded this at
once by expressing a wish to go to Zante for stock, if I had
no objection to it, as he was very much in want of provisions
for his table: I told him that I believed we had got every-
thing that was to be had there ; and that I was very willing
to share it with him, which I could the more readily do, as
our own ships coming from Malta would certainly bring me
a sufficiency of everything. But he still pressed his object
so pertinaciously that, in spite of my strong objections to if,
at a moment when it was material that the three squadrons
should be united and prepared to act in concert, I could no
longer resist it without exciting an unpleasant feeling. This
was an augury of the -difficulty I contemplated in uniting
the three divisions as one squadron. Upon the return of
Count De Rigny and the junction of the French and Eng-
lish ships of the line (the former reduced to three by an
accident which happened near Cervi Bay),* it became requisite
to form an order of sailing in two lines. My object was to
keep the French and Russians, who evidently bore no good
will to each other, as much separated as possible. In this
wish each of my colleagues seemed to share, De Rigny
being well pleased with my proposal, that the French ships
should take station astern of the English in the weather line,
while Count Heiden seemed equally gratified with my plan
that his four line-of-battle ships and his large frigates should
continue in one complete division by themselves, forming the
lee line. I found myself hampered by this jealousy in all
my communications, lest I should seem to give a preference
to one over the other. The two chiefs readily met at dinner,
or otherwise, on board the ¢Asia,” but neither of them
seemed disposed to make a visit to the other on board his
own ship. In occasionally drawing up records of our pro-

* It was repaired in Cervi Bay.
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ceedings to be signed by each, the paper being in the first
instance placed before me for my signature, was put down on
the table by me without presenting it preferably to either,
and I observed that whichever first took hold of it put his
signature next, without acknowledging in the other any
superiority ; De Rigny thus putting himself upon an equality
with Heiden, although the other was much the oldest rear-
admiral of the two.

The object of the Allied Powers was to prevent Ibrahim
pursuing his barbarities in Greece. On the union of the
three squadrons off Navarin, I found that he was then
ravaging the Morea by means of that army which he was
bound by the Convention not to employ. This was made
known to me by deputations from the Morea, and verified by
Captain Hamilton, whom I sent there on purpose to ascertain
the fact. A letter upon this was addressed to Ibrahim,
signed by myself and colleagues, warning him of the conse-
quences of such breach of honour. This letter was entrusted
to Colonel Cradock, and sent in in the ¢ Dartmouth ’ frigate.
Colonel Cradock was told upon landing, by Ibrahim’s own
dragoman, that nobody knew where Ibrahim was to be
found, not even he himself being aware of it, and that no
other person could open the letter or act upon it, even if they
were apprised of its contents. Colonel C. told the dragoman
that such was my anxiety that Ibrahim should have this
letter, that if he was within a ride of 48 hours and they
would give him a horse, he would gladly undertake the
journev. But the dragoman persisted that no one knew
where he was, and Colonel Cradock had no alternative but
. to return on board with the letter. What was to be done?
some decisive step became necessary. We had been carried
away by currents in a calm, and on other occasions had been
driven out of sight of Navarin by gales of wind, so as to
make effectual blockade impracticable; and if, whilst so
driven off, the Ottoman fleet had put to sea in order to pur-
sue their great object of destroying Hydra or any other
place, and we had fallen in with them at sea, a battle must
have ensued, even according to the very wording of our
instructions. Under these circumstances, and considering
that Ibrahim had submitted to be driven back from off Patras
by a small portion of the force which I then had at my dis-
posal, I felt myself justified in concluding that the imposing
spectacle of the whole Allied Squadrons (that force which
the Government had deemed ample for the purpose) anchored
in the Bay of Navarin, where we could be eye-witnesses of
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his proceedings, and ready to punish any infraction of his
agreement, would awe Tbrahim at once into submission, and
thus obtain without bloodshed the objects of the Treaty. In
the Egyptian squadron Mons* Letellier and several French
officers were embarked as naval instructors for their manage-
ment. Admiral de Rigny, at my request, had written to the
principal, warning him that a battle might possibly arise,
and that if they were found opposed to their own flag the
consequences to them might be very serious, and he there-
fore advised them to retire from their situations; and
although he received in answer a promise that they would
do so, he did not feel confident of that result. According to
the plan brought out by the ¢ Dartmouth,’ the whole Ottoman
forces were anchored in the form of a compact horse-shoe in
the entrance portion of the harbour, so as to have the
assistance of the batteries; the principal limb being that
on the right hand going in, which was occupied by the largest
ships. Those ships were anchored as near to each other as
they could be in safety ; the next in size filling up the inter-
vals, the corvettes and smaller vessels forming a sort of
third line, in readiness to direct their fire through any
openings that might be left. Three fire-vessels on one
side and two on the other occupied the entrance part of
this horse-shoe, leaving no space for the Allied Squadrons
but the passage between them leading directly into the
middle of the horse-shoe, where it was contemplated we must
necessarily anchor. Admiral de Rigny had received infor-
mation that this well-concerted position had been preparing,
under the direction of Letellier, for four or five days, every
one of the Turkish ships having springs on her cables for
giving their broadsides the most advantageous direction. The
whole scheme was evident to me on the first inspection of it
but being precluded from showing any evidence of hostility,
I could not defeat their object by breaking a way between
the upper end of their line and the shore, and thus taking
them in reverse, as I otherwise should have done: feeling
obliged to avoid all appearance of suspicion, and to proceed
to the inner part of the horse-shoe which they had prepared
for us. The head of the principal line was formed by four
double Egyptian frigates, the fourth bearing the flag of
Moharem Bey. The next in succession was the principal
Turkish division under the Capitan Bey, whose flag was in
an 84-gun ship, next to Moharem Bey, forming the fifth
ship in that line; next to her was another Turkish ship of
the line, and, with two or three frigates intervening, there
VOL. . iy
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was a third Turkish ship of the line in the bight of the
horse-shoe.

Having therefore made up my own mind that there was
no other means but this of effecting the object of the Treaty,
my next business was to bring my colleagues to the same
conclusion ; and the question for my consideration was how
to bring this matter about. I had found Count Heiden as
ready in every instance to meet my wishes as if he had been
an officer of our own navy. With my other colleague the
case was very different. In our intercourse at Nauplia, he
had shown a rooted dislike to the Greeks and a leaning
towards the Egyptians, with whom he had long been in
friendly intercourse. T had also found in him so pertinacious
an adherence to such details as were suggested by himself, that
in order to ensure his yielding to me whatever I considered
essential, I embraced every opportunity of giving way to
him in matters of minor importance. The situation in which
I now found myself respecting him was one of great difficulty.
Any hesitation or backwardness on the part of either of my
colleagues in following me into the Port, would have been
our destruction. In order, therefore,to ensure and rely upon
the cordial support of Count De Rigny, my object was to
lead him, as if of himself, to the same conclusion which the
above circumstances had produced in me. I relied upon the
wearisome nature of the blockade service for giving me this
opportunity, and my hopes were realised shortly afterwards.
Upon Admiral De Rigny coming on board one morning to
make me a friendly visit, I adverted to the difficult and
harassing prospect before us of a winter blockade; and this
brought us to the point at once. He treated the blockade as
a thing impossible to be continued, and considered the at-
tempt to execute it as tantamount to giving up the object of
the Treaty ; since Ibrahim could move his army in any direc-
tion he pleased, even if he did not take advantage of our
occasional absence to put to sea with his fleet. T expressed
my accordance in this, suggesting at the same time the
strong censure which would be thrown upon us for the
failure, however unjust it might be ; and then put the direct
question of—¢Does any remedy occur to you?’ After a
little consideration he said, ¢ None—except going into the
port and anchoring in company with the Ottoman Fleet.’
I then asked him if he had thought of this before, and had
weighed all the consequences ; candidly telling him that I had
been for some time persuaded that it was our only means of
preventing the barbarities of Ibrahim and effecting the
objects of the Treaty. He said, No; that the suggestion
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arose out of our present conversation, and that if I approved
of it, he was ready to join me in carrying it into execution
at once. I pointed out to him the possible consequences if
the measure should be disapproved of by our Govern=
ments; warning him that though the principal portion of
censure would fall upon me, he was sure to obtain his share
from his own Government; adding, that I thought he had
better go on board and sleep upon it before he entirely made
up his mind. He said, No; it was not requisite ; that he saw
all the consequerices, and was perfectly ready. He staid with
me about an hour ; when, finding him apparently quite steady
to his purpose, I said : ¢ If your mind is as much made up as
it appears to be, I will at once make the signal for Count
Heiden and hear what he has to say about it.” To this he
acceded ; and upon the plan being communicated to the
Count, he frankly signified his full approval, and his readi-
ness to take whatever part I might point out. This determi-
nation being settled, I became strongly impressed with the
great difficulty—in preparing for the contingency of a battle—
in preventing the possible ill-effects of the jealousy evinced
‘by my Allies towards each other, and the consequent liability
to failure from want of union. I therefore resisted their
desire that I should at once indicate to them the positions I
intended them to take, begging them to return to their ships
and to leave me to consider that matter undisturbed. My
plan had been made at the time of the measure having first
occurred to me, from a consideration of the position of the
Ottoman fleet as pointed out in a sketch taken on board the
¢ Dartmouth’ when I sent her in with Colonel Cradock.
This plan I now determined to pursue; but I had some
doubts how to make it palatable to my colleagues. As soon
as they were gone—being left alone in my cabin with Colonel
Cradock—1I ejaculated : ¢ Now comes my difficulty! how am
I to ensure the cordial co-operation of these two people;
seeing that there is such a rooted jealousy between them that
they would as lief be engaged with each other as with the
Ottoman Forces?’ Colonel Cradock then said to me: I
think, sir, you said when you were looking over the plan
made in the ¢ Dartmouth,’ that you had made up your mind
how the Allied fieets should be placed in the bay if such a
measure should become necessary?’ I said: ¢ Yes; and 1
see no reason for altering the opinion I then formed, now .
that the determination is made. I should goin in the order
of sailing, for two reasons—first, because we can be equally
prepared for defence if attacked; and secondly, because it
will remove all objection to my leading in in the ¢ Asia,” as T
F2
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certainly shall do. My plan is, that De Rigny in his double
frigate, followed by his three ships of the line, shall anchor
abreast of the four Egyptian double frigates, which form the
head of the principal Ottoman line on the right hand of the
Bay ; that the English squadron shall take station next to
them, each of us having our own frigates abreast of us on
the opposite line of the Ottoman fleet; and that the Russian
squadron shall have the bight of the Bay to themselves; .
thus placing the English division in both lines between the
French and Russian ships, so as to prevent any unpleasant
occurrence taking place between them ; but this gives two
of the Ottoman ships of the line to the English division,
and the remaining one to Count Heiden, whilst it gives
the.French division only the four double frigates; and this,
I suspect, will excite jealousy on the part of De Rigny.’
¢ Sir,’ said Cradock, ‘as Admiral De Rigny by your desire
has had a correspondence with the French officers employed
in the Egyptian squadron, warning them of the contingency
of ‘their being opposed in battle to the French flag, and
advising them to retire immediately—cannot you satisfy
Admiral De Rigny by pointing out to him the probability of
his ensuring their retirement by anchoring as you propose ?—
whereas, on the contrary, if any part of the Russian squadron
were so placed, it would produce a contrary effect and secure
to the Ottoman division the benefit of their assistance P’
¢ Thank ye,” said I,  you have relieved me at once from my
difficulty *—and I then drew out the order to my two col-
leagues, which was subsequently carried into execution.

Instructions as to the Manner of Placing the Combined Fleet in
" the Port of Navarin.

¢ Asia,’ off Navarin: October 19, 1827.

It appears that the Egyptian ships in which the French
officers are embarked, are those most to the south-east; it is,
therefore, mywish that his Excellency Rear-Admiral Chevalier
de Rigny should place his squadron abreast of them. As the
next in succession appears to be a ship of the line with a
flag at the main, I propose placing the ‘Asia’ abreast of her,
with the ¢Genoa’ and ‘Albion’ next to the ‘Asia;’ and I
wish ‘that his Excellency Rear-Admiral Count Heiden will
have the goodness to place his squadron next in succession
to the British ships of the line. The Russian frigates in this
case can occupy the Turkish ships next in succession to the
Russian ships of the line; the English frigates forming



INSTRUCTION TO. COMBINED FLERET. 69

alongside such Turkish vessels as may be on the western
side of the harbour abreast of the British ships of the line ;
and the French frigates forming in the same manner, so as
to occupy the Turkish frigates, &c. abreast of the French
ships of the line. If time permits, before any hostility is
committed by the Turkish fleet, the ships are to moor with
springs on the ring of each anchor. No gun is to be fired
from the combined fleet without a signal being made for
that purpose, unless shot be fired from any of the Turkish
ships ; in which case the ships so firing are to be destroyed
immediately. The corvettes and the brigs, are under the
direction of Captain Fellowes of the ¢ Dartmouth,’ to remove
the fire-vessels into such a position as will prevent their
being able to injure any of the combined fleet. In case of a
regular battle ensuing and creating any of that confusion
which must naturally arise from it, it is to be observed, that,
in the words of Lord Nelson, ¢ No captain can do very wrong
who places his ship alongside that of an enemy.’
Epwp. CoprIiNGTON, Vice-Admiral.

From Sir E. C. to the President and Members of the Legislative
Body of the Greel Nation.

¢ Asia,’ off Navarin: October 19, 1827.

GENTLEMEN,—The conduct of the Provisional Government
of Greece, and of the Marine Tribunal, has been so unjust
and so injurious to the commerce of the Allied Powers, and
they have so entirely falsified the promises they made to me,
that I shall decline writing to them henceforth, and must
"beg to communicate with you instead. In consequence of a
direct breach of the word of honour given me by Ibrahim
Pacha, I found myself with only two small frigates and a
brig opposed to the whole of the Turco-Egyptian force at
the entrance of the Gulf of Patras. I well knew the Pacha’s
object was to destroy the vessels commanded by Captains
Hastings and Thomas, and the others with them in the Gulf
of Lepanto; and as that was the only Greek force which [
knew of being employed against their enemy, I determined
to run all risks with the very inferior force I had with me to
secure their protection. I had the good fortune of being
successful in saving those brave men from destruction. Judge,
Gentlemen, under these circumstances, what are my feelings
that in the meantime the boasting Hydriotes, Spezziots,
Ipsariotes, &c., have been plundering the ships of all nations,
even at the distance of Malta and Maritimo: and that ar-
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rangements have been forming for distant and useless enter-
prises : and judge of my indignation at finding that their so
crnising has been under the sanction of your Provisional
Government. If the sums which have been expended in
fitting out these corsairs had been laid out for the purpose
of attacking the Turks, honour and profit would have attended
it, for the Turkish fleet has been dispersed over these seas;
and the wretched people of Kalamata and that neighbourhood
would not be living upon boiled grass, as Captain Hamilton,
whom I sent to prevent the advance of the Turkish army,
informs me they are now doing. I have only time to add at
present, that the united fleet of the Allied Powers is about
to enter the port of Navarin, for the purpose of preventing any
further operations on the part of the Egyptian expedition.
I am, &ec.,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

Sir E. O, to Lady C.
October 19, 7 p.u.

Well, this day has gone by with all preparation and no
fight. The wind was not strong enough to carry us in, and
we must now take the chance of what to-morrow produces.
I have given out my Instructions, which seem to please my
two colleagues, each being content with the part allotted to
him, and my own squadron appear to be so perfectly up to
the mark, that they will think it a pity if it all end in smolke.
Such is, however, my own expectation, although the Turks
have apparently made every preparation to receive us. The
French officers who were in the Egyptian ships have retired,
according to De Rigny’s advice, except Letellier the chief,
-and are now embarked in an Austrian merchant brig. This
Ibrahim, who boasted to us his humanity and complained
of being called in the newspapers the ¢ Sanguinary Ibrahim,’
is ravaging the whole country; and Hamilton, whom I sent
to drive back his army near Kalamata, tells me that some of
the poor houseless wretches in the country which he has
desolated, are living upon boiled grass! God bless you and
yours, say I; a sentiment T may I hope repeat and repeat
again, Yours, E. C.

The following day, however, did not go by with ‘no
fight’—the crisis had come, and the 20th of October
was a day of fate to many: a full and complete detail of
its circumstances and results is furnished by the fol-
lowing collection of official and private letters.
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The OTToMAN FORCE consisted of :—

3 line-of-battle ships.
4 double-banked frigates,
13 frigates.
30 corvettes.
28 brigs.
6 fire brigs.
&5 schooners.
(exclusive of 41 transports.)

89 3
35,000 Egyptian troopsin the Morea, 4,000 of whom came with the ahoye
ships, as stated by the Secretary to the Capitana Bey.

The ALLIED FoRCE consisted of:—
Exerisn.

3 line-of-battle ships,
4 frigates.
4 brigs.
1 cutter.
FRENCH.
3 line-of-battle ships.
1 double-hanked frigate.
1 frigate.
2 cutters.

Russian,
4 line-of-battle ships,
4 frigates.

24 ships of war.

From Sir H. C. to the Admiralty.

H.M.S ¢ Asia,’ in the port of Navarin: October 21, 1827.

Sir,—I have the honour of informing his Royal Highness
the Lord High Admiral that my colleagues, Count Heiden
and the Chevalier De Rigny, having agreed with me that we
should come into this port, in order to induce Ibrahim Pacha
to discontinue the brutal war of extermination which he has
been carrying on since his return here from his failure in the
Gulf of Patras, the combined squadrons passed the batteries,
in order to take up their anchorage, at about 2 o’clock yes-
terday afternoon.

The Turkish ships were moored in the form of a crescent, -
with springs on their cables, the larger ones presenting their
broadsides towards the centre, the smaller ones, in succession,
within them, filling up the intervals.

The combined fleet was formed in the order of sailing in
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two columns; the British and French forming the weather
or starboard line, and the Russian the lee line.

The ‘Asia’ led in, followed by the ¢ Genoa’ and ‘Albion,’
and anchored close alongside a ship of the line bearing the
flag of the Capitana Bey, another ship of the line, and a
large double-banked frigate; each thus having their proper
opponent in the front line of the Turkish fleet. The four
ships to windward, part of the Egyptian squadron, were
allotted to the squadron of Rear-Admiral De Rigny; and
those to leeward, in the bight of the crescent, were to mark
the stations of the whole Russian squadron, the ships of their
line closing those of the English line, and belng followed up
by their own frigates.

The French frigate ‘Armide’ was directed to place herself
alongside the outermost frigate on the left-hand enter-
ing the harbour; and the ¢Cambrian, ‘Glasgow,” and
‘Talbot’ next to her, and abreast of the ‘Asia,” ‘Genoa,” and
¢Albion” The ¢Dartmouth’ and the ¢Musquito,” the
‘Rose,” the ¢Brisk,” and the ¢Philomel’ were to look
after six fire-vessels at the entrance of the harbour. I gave
orders that no gun should be fired unless guns were first
fired by the Turks; and those orders were strictly observed.
The three English ships were accordingly permitted to pass
the batteries and to moor, as they did with great rapidity,
without any act of open hostility, although there was evident
preparation for it in all the Turkish ships; but upon the
‘Dartmouth’ sending a boat to one of the fire-vessels, Lieu-
tenant G. W. H. Fitz Roy and several of her crew were shot
with musketry. This produced a defensive fire of musketry
from the ‘Dartmouth’ and ‘la Syréne,” bearing the flag of
‘Rear-Admiral De Rigny ; that was succeeded by a cannon-
shot at the Rear-Admiral from one of the Egyptian ships,
which of course brought on a return; and thus very shortly
afterwards the battle became general. The ¢Asia,” although
placed alongside the ship of the Capitana Bey, was even
nearer to that of Moharem Bey, the commander of the
Egyptian ships; and since his ships did not fire at the ¢ Asia,’
although the action was begun to windward, neither did the
¢Asia’ fire at her. The latter, indeed, sent a message ‘that
he would not fire at all,” and therefore no hostility took
place betwixt our two ships for some time after the ¢Asia’
had returned the fire of the Capitana Bey. In the mean-
time, however, our excellent pilot, Mr. Peter Mitchell, who
went to interpret to Moharem my desire to avoid bloodshed,
was killed by his people in our boat alongside. Whether with
O thhout his orders I know not, but his ship soon after-
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wards fired into the ¢ As1a and was consequently effectually
destroyed by the ¢Asia’s ﬁre, sharing the same fate as his
brother-admiral on the starboard side, and falling to leeward
a mere wreck. These ships being out of the way, the ‘Asia’
became exposed to a raking fire from vessels in the second
and third line, which carried away her mizenmast by the
board, disabled some of her guns, and killed and wounded
some of her crew. This narration of the proceedings of the
¢ Asia’ would probably be equally applicable to most of the
other ships of the fleet. The manner in which the ¢Genoa’
and ‘Albion’ took their stations was beautiful; and the con-
duct of my brother-admirals, Count Heiden and the Chevalier
De Rigny, throughout, was admirable and highly exemplary.

Captain Fellowes executed the part allotted to him per-
fectly ; and with the able assistance of his little but brave
detachment, saved the ¢ Syréne’ from being burnt by the fire-
vessels. And the ‘Cambrian,’ ‘Glasgow,” and ‘Talbot,” fol-
lowing the fine example of Capitaine Hugon, of the ¢ Armide,’
who was opposed to the leading frigate of that line, effec-
tually destroyed their opponents, and also silenced the bat-
teries. This bloody and destructive battle was continued
with unabated fury for four hours, and the scene of wreck
and devastation which presented itself at its termination was
such as has been seldom before witnessed. As each ship of
our opponents became effectually disabled, such of her crew
as could escape from her endeavoured to set her on fire; and
it is wonderful how we avoided the effects of their successive
and awful explosions.

It is impossible for me to say too much for the able and
zealous assistance which I derived from Captain Curzon
thoughout this long and arduous contest; nor can I say
more than it deserves for the conduct of Commander Baynes
and the officers and crew of the ¢ Asia’ for the perfection
with which the fire of their guns was directed; each vessel
in turn to which her broadside was directed, became a com-
plete wreck.

His Royal Highness will be aware that so complete a
victory by a few, however perfect, against an excessive
number, however individually inferior, cannot be acquired
but at a considerable sacrifice of life; accordingly I have to
lament the loss of Captain Bathurst of the Genoa,” whose
example on this occasion is well worthy the imitation of his
survivors. : L3515 e,

Captam Bell commanding the Royal Marines: qg the A
¢Asia,” an excellent (}ﬁcel was killed early in the jaction *
in the steady performance of his duty; and I havego mou‘rx’i W

:a‘ba {t‘.;‘!‘
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the death of Mr. William Smith the master, admired for the
zeal and ability with which he executed his duty, and beloved
by all for his private qualities as a maun. Mr. Henry S.
Dyer, my secretary, having received a severe contusion from
a splinter, I am deprived temporarily of his valuable assist-
ance in collecting and keeping up the general returns and
communications of the squadrons; I shall therefore retain
in my office Mr. E. I. T. White, his first clerk, whom I have
nominated to succeed the Purser of the ¢Brisk.” I feel much
personal obligation to the Hon. Lieut.-Col. Cradock for his
readiness during the heat of the battle in carrying my orders
and messages to the different quarters after my aides-de-
camp were disabled; but I will beg permission to refer his
Royal Highness for further particulars of this sort to the
details of the killed and wounded; a subject which it is
painful for me to dwell upon when I contemplate, as I do
with extreme sorrow, the extent of our loss. I console my-
self with the reflection that the measure which produced the
battle was absolutely necessary for obtaining the results
contemplated by the Treaty, and that it was brought on
entirely by our opponents.

When I found that the boasted Ottoman’s word of honour
was made a sacrifice to wanton, savage devastation; and
that a base advantage was taken of our reliance uponIbrahim’s
good faith, I own I felt a desire to punish the offenders. But
it was my duty to refrain, and refrain I did; and I can
assure his Royal Highness that I would still have avoided
this disastrous extremity if other means had been open to me.
The ¢Asia,” ¢Genoa,” and ¢Albion’ have each suffered so
much, that it is my intention to send them to England as
‘soon as they shall have received at Malta the necessary re-
pairs for their voyage. The ¢ Talbot’ being closely engaged
with a double-banked frigate, has also suffered considerably,
as well as others of the smaller vessels; but I hope their
defects are not more than can be made good at Malta. The
loss of men in the Turco-Egyptian ships must have been
immense, as his Royal Highness will see by the accompany-
ing list obtained from the secretary of the Capitana Bey,
which includes that of two out of the three ships to which
the English division was opposed. Captain Curzon having
preferred continuing to assist me in the ¢ Asia,’ I have given
the charge of my despatches to Commander Lord Viscount
Ingestrie, who, besides having a brilliant share in the action,
is well competent to give his Royal Highness the Lord High
Admiral any further particulars he may require.

I enclose for his Royal Highness’s further information a

ik



MEMORANDUM BY SIR E. C. 75

letter from Captain Hamilton* descriptive of the proceed-
ings of Tbrahim Pacha, and the misery of the country which
he has devastated ; a protocol of a conference which I had
with my colleagues ;t and the plan and order for entering
the port, which I gave out in consequence.}
I have, &c.,
Epwp. Coprixngron, Vice-Admiral.

Memorandum written by Sir E. C.

By Admiral Codrington sending in the ¢ Dartmouth ’
frigate with a letter from the three Admirals to warn Ibra-
him Pacha of the consequences to himself of his continuing
to devastate the country contrary to his agreement, he ob-
tained a correct knowledge of the position of the Ottoman
ships and of their preparation for battle. But as he wished
to effect the object of the Treaty without bloodshed, if pos-
sible, he avoided every appearance of hostility, and anchored
his ships within the crescent formed by the Ottoman ships
instead of forcing an opening through the fire-vessels which
closed the horns of the crescent with the shore as he could
easily have done, and then taking them in reverse where
they were unprepared. With the view also of not showing
any suspicion that the Turks would fire on his squadron, he
did not form the line of battle, but preserved the usual order
of sailing in two lines. He allotted to the French division
the four Egyptian double frigates which were the four first
ships on the right hand. But the only one which reached
the position indicated by him was the ¢ Syréne ’ double frigate,
bearing Count De Rigny’s flag, and she became placed be-
tween the first and second instead of engaging the first only,
in consequence of the first cannon-shot fired by the Turks
cutting her cable in two the moment she was about to let go
her anchor. The two French ships of the line, ¢le Scipion’
and ¢le Trident,” anchored nearer the entrance of the har-
bour, and eventually engaged the batteries. But the ¢Sci-
pion’ being set on fire by one of the fire-vessels, was saved
from being burnt by the English boats commanded in per-
son by Captain Davies of the ¢ Rose,” under the orders of
Captain Fellowes of the ¢ Dartmouth,” and the boats after-
wards saved the ¢ Syréne’ in the same manner. The third of
the Egyptian ships not being occupied as intended by one of
the French ships, continued to fire into the ¢ Asia’s’ lar-
board side all the time she was engaged on the starboard
side with a Turkish 84 and a double frigate, having a. cor-

* See page 60. + Page 61. 1 Page 68,
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vette and a brig keeping up a raking fire into her stern.
The sternmost ship of the French, the ¢ Breslau,’” 74, kept
her course into the bay, and eventually anchored close to
and greatly assisted the ¢ Azoff,” bearing the flag of Count
Heiden. The fourth Egyptian ship, bearing the flag of
Moharem Bey, the brother-in-law of Ibrahim Pacha, did not
open her fire for about three-quarters of an hour, by which
time the ¢ Asia’ had destroyed her starboard side opponents,
and had sprung or turned her larboard broadside towards
the third Egyptian ship, which was still firing at her. At
this moment the ship of Moharem began to fire also; and in
about ten minutes the ¢ Asia’s’ fire destroyed them hboth;
the one was driven ashore dismasted, and the other was
blown up. The ¢ Asia’ then had to spring her broadside
round again to destroy the corvettes and brigs which had
been raking her during the whole time of the battle un-
opposed by anything except the little ¢ Hind > cutter, and by
which vessels she had lost her mizenmast and been much cut
up about the stern. During this period the third Egyptian
ship continued burning ; and the wind then being in a direct
line from her, and the smoke greatly increasing, it appeared to
the fleet as if she had fallen on board and set fire to the ‘Asia.’
This produced a temporary cessation in that part of the
battle, in order if possible to send boats to her assistance,
when the Egyptian ship suddenly blew up, and the ‘Asia ’ was
seen uninjured by the explosion ; the Admiral was observed
still on the poop, where he had taken his station during the
battle. The feelings of the crews contiguous were then ex-
pressed by three hearty cheers, and the battle recommenced.
Of the ships engaged by Admiral De Rigny, one was sunk
and the other blew up; and of those around Count Heiden
there was a similar destruction.

Letter sent by the three Admairals to the Turkish Commanders
at Navarin.

(Translation.)
Navarin : October 21, 1827,

As the squadrons of the Allied Powers did not enter Nava-
rin with an hostile intention, but only to renew to the Com-
“manders of the Turkish fleet propositions which were to the
advantage of the Grand Signior himself, it is not our in-
tention to destroy what ships of the Ottoman nuvy may yet
remain, now that so signal a vengeance has been taken for
the first cannon-shot which has been ventured to be fired on
the Allied flags.
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We send, therefore, one of the Turkish captains, fallen
into our hands as a prisoner, to make known to Ibrahim
Pacha, Moharem Bey, Tahir Pacha, and Capitana Bey, as
well as to all the other Turkish chiefs, that if one single
musket or cannon-shot be again fired on a ship or boat of the
Allied Powers, we shall immediately destroy all the remain-
ing vessels, as well as the forts of Navarin; and that we
shall consider such new act of hostility as a formal decla-
ration of the Porte against the three Allied Powers, of which
the Grand Signior and his Pachas must suffer the terrible
consequences.

But if the Turkish chiefs, acknowledging the aggression
they have committed by commencing the firing, abstain from
any act of hostility, we shall resume those terms of good
understanding which they have themselves interrupted. In
this case, they will have the white flag hoisted on all the
forts before the end of this day.

We demand a categorical answer, without evasions, before
sunset.

Signed by the English, French, and Russian Admirals.

From Svr E. C. to Lady C.

October 20, 10 r.u.

Well, my dear, the Turks have fought, and fought well
too; and we have annihilated their fleet. But it has cost us
dear. 'We have lost poor Smith, Captain Bell (R.M.), and
many good men. I was slued round more than once, and
Harry has a slight wound which will ensure him. his pro-
motion directly he has served his time. He wants to write
to you himself, but I wish to keép him quiet that he may not
get the least fever, and I do not think I shall let him. He
was sound asleep when I went down to see him; in one of
the cockpit cabins, where he is better off until I can get
something like a cabin. Little Hanmer Bunbury has lost an
arm, but will do well. Harry told me a delightful anecdote
of him: he had some water given him, and hearing a
poor sufferer call anxiously for water, he gave it to him
directly. Now, my dear, don’t fancy anything more than I
tell you. I am entirely unhurt; but the ¢ Asia’ is quite a
wreck, having had her full allowance of the work. Our nen
fired beautifully ; my two colleagues and the brave men they
commanded behaved admirably; and nothing could exceed
the style in which my own ships went into action. I went
to see poor Bathurst just now, and take leave of him, for he
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cannot live! The delight of the poor fellow nupon my telling
him that his ship took up her station as well as a ship could
do, was gratifying to me. 1 have yet no list of the killed
and wounded, but I fear it is considerable, and that there
will be some difficulty in obtaining it, without delaying the
despatch for England.

October 21, 1827.

I will not pass this anniversary, my dear Jane, without
assuring you that your dear Harry is as well as it is possible
to be. He is such a favourite that he never wants a friend
to talk with him; and he seems to have spun a very long
yarn for you into the bargain. He laments being kept down
below and losing the magnificent explosions to which these
Turks are constantly treating us, by blowing up all their
crippled ships in succession: but he is so well as he is, that T
will not let him be moved until I can have a berth in my
cabin for him. If I can, I will get you copies of the public
documents relative to this (as I trust I may follow the ex-
ample of others in calling it) very splendid victory. But
as I was in too excited a state to profit by lying down last
night, I must quit my pen for my pillow; where my heart
will equally say, as my pen does, may God bless you and
yours !—E. C.

October 23, 1 p.M.

Our dear boy is doing quite well. His good temper would
assuage a fever if he had one—but he has not the least: he
reads whenever he is not, Pacha-like, giving audience. It
is worth such a wound to have been in such a glorious battle.
Write a line to Will. by Ingestrie, if he is able to see you on
 his way. The ¢Dartmouth,” which takes him to Ancona,
will wait and bring you back from thence.

God bless you, again!
E

From Lady C. to Sir E. C.
Florence : November 6.

God bless you! and God bless our dear boy ! I will write
to-morrow ; at present I only add this line to Jane’s letter
to let you see I have survived the joy and pride your noble
and gallant conduct and, above all, your safety, has given. I
hope and believe from all you say that our dear Hal. is going
on well. Once more, God bless you both !
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From Lady C. to Sir E. C.

Florence : November 12,

Now that the first and indescribable sensations on reading
your account of the battle you have passed through have a
little subsided, I must try to write to you in a little more
collected manner than I could have done before. That we
are all full of joy and pride and thankfulness you may well
suppose ; but I believe the latter predominates in me, who
am more given to fear than to hope for those dear to me,
under such appalling circumstances ! How is it possible that
for four hours you should have been exposed to so tremendous
a fire (as Lord Ingestrie writes to me) on the poop and yet be
untouched. And shall Inot be grateful to that Power who has
protected you through such imminent danger? I am indeed,
both for that and the narrower escape of our dear Harry.
Alas, T grieve that he has been wounded at all; but when I
think how very near he was to destruction, how many there
are who, although spared the extremest evil, are yet much
more severe sufferers than he is, I am full of thankfulness for
that blessing too. All other joys appear to me dull and
insipid compared to the grateful happiness arising from the
safety of two such valued beings after such terrific scenes
of destruction as you were surrounded by. Once more let
me relieve my still overflowing heart by devoutly thanking
God for your preservation.

It was, I think, on the 5th November that the news
of the Battle of Navarin reached Florence; and it was
towards evening that we saw the Ambassador’s carriage
drive quickly across the large open space of Santa Maria
and stop at our door. Having lately had the news of
the encounter at Patras, we were strung up to anxious
expectation as to what might come next. But when we
found he had, on getting out, sent his carriage-away,
fear took the upper hand, and with it the foreboding
that he was come to comfort us under evil tidings. My
mother and I stood transfixed with suspense till Lord
Burghersh entered with his beaming, kindly face, ex-
claiming, ‘I have the best possible news for you!’
He spent two hours with us, eagerly conning over all
the details in the letters; and it was not till he left
us that my mother found relief in tears, and in the
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burst of gratitude that sent her on her knees to pour
out her fervent thanksgiving.—J. B.

From Lord Burghersh, Ambassador at Florence, to Sir K.
Codrington.
November 6, 1827.

My pEAR Stz Epwarp,—I give you my most hearty con-
gratulations on your triumphant exploits. I admire you
beyond measure ; you have achieved one of the great things
in the annals of our country. Immediately upon the receipt
of your letter I went to Lady Codrington, and I did my best
to break the news of your son’s wound, and to diminish the
alarms she would feel at the first mention of such an event.
I hope I in some measure succeeded ; but it is impossible to
describe the scene, between the joy at your triumphs and
your escape, and yet the feel of the danger both yourself
and the darling boy had been exposed to. I wish you had
Force sufficient to appear immediately off the Dardanelles, if
it were only to send a friendly message. When I was with
Duckworth, if instead of going to the Islands of Prota we
had gone to within gun-shot of the seraglio, we should have
made peace by the alarm created, without further expen-

diture of powder.
Yours most sincerely,
BURGHERSH.

No more private letters passed at this time. The
¢ Dartmouth’ took the despatches announcing the battle
“. to Ancona, from whence Lord Ingestrie carried them
overland to England. Lady Codrington and her three
daughters left Florence; and after a severe journey,
crossing the snow-covered Apennines, they sailed in the
¢ Dartmouth’ from Ancona on the 19th; a very trying
passage of nine days, with every variety of foul wind,
head sea, and dead calm, to aggravate and prolong their
anxiety, brought them to Malta at last on the 28th No-
vember. On entering the harbour Lady C. saw there
the Navarin ships, and among them the ‘Asia,” with
nothing above her deck, the wounded masts having been
removed, and the Admiral’s blue flag flying on a boat’s
mast.
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In the Admiral’s house she found her son going
about on crutches, and her husband just recovered from
a sharp attack of illness that had followed upon the
anxious days spent on the coast and inside the Bay of
Navarin.

On the 20th October Sir Edward Codrington had taken
up his station on the poop, whichafforded him a command-
ing position for watching all the parts of the battle ; he
only left it once, and it was to go forward and endeavour
to get a view, round the smoke, of some portion of
Capitan Bey’s ship, so as to see whether she was still
in the same position, and the ‘Asia’s’ fire rightly directed
to her. It was while standing at the knight-head that
Mr. Lewis, the boatswain, to whom he was speaking,
was killed close beside him. Indeed, as he afterwards
said, it seemed as if every man he spoke to was to be
killed before him. On the poop, Mr. Smith, the master,
was in conversation with him when struck down and
killed by a shot; and a shot shattered the head of Capt.
Bell, of the marines, while standing very near him on
the quarter-deck. Towards the close of the battle he
went below for a few minutes to see his wounded boy.
He had not seen him disabled, and when he first missed
him from his station, he was afraid to ask what had
become of him-—whether he was alive, or not ? He
himself, though a tall man standing in that exposed
position, and remaining at one time the only individual
on deck, all others having been either disabled or sent
below by him with orders,—was never wounded; but
he had several wonderfully narrow escapes. He was of
course in uniform, but wearing instead of his cocked hat
a round hat which afforded better shade to his eyes; this
hat was pierced right through the upper part of both
sides, by a bullet which left two distinct holes, but did
not actually touch his head. The same thing happened
to his coat sleeve, which he habitually wore rather loose,
and which, just above the wrist, had two holes from a
bullet which pierced it without wounding his arm. On
one occasion his watch was the means of saving his life:
he wore it, not in the waistcoat pocket as at the present
day, but according to the custom of his own day, in a

VOL. TI. G
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fob, with a broad ribbon and one seal depending from
it. A ball struck the watch in his fob, indented its
gold sides and broke its works, and left him uninjured !
Indeed, he seemed to bear a charmed life, for Tahir
Pacha afterwards told Mr. Kerigan and others on board
His Majesty’s ship ‘Blonde,” that he had himself during
the battle directed a company of riflemen to take aim at
the English Admiral and shoot him if they could.
During the latter part of the battle, after the ‘Asia’
had conquered her chief opponent, and suffered much
herself from others while doing so, he continued walking
up and down on the poop from side to side of the ship.®
The Asia’s mizen-mast, which had been badly wounded,
fell with all the wreck of sails and rigging hanging about
it, right aft over the poop; and the Admiral in his short
turns up and down had only just passed from the spot
where it fell, in time to save him from being crushed
under it in its fall.

From Sir E. C. to Admiral De Rigny.
Navarin : October 23, 1827.

Sir,—When Your Excellency did me the honour of volun-
tarily placing yourself and the French squadron under my
command, you gave me a right to judge, in that situation,
by making me, in a great degree, responsible for it. T take
advantage, then, of that right to say that I contemplated your
way of leading your squadron into battle, on the 20th, with
- the greatest pleasure; that nothing can exceed the good
management of the ships under your especial direction ; and
that my having had you under my orders in that bloody and
destructive engagement will be one of the proudest events
of my whole professional life. Although it was my wish to
avoid entering into any particular detail, the general expres-
sions of the captains of the British ships who were near the
¢ Armide’ call upon me to say that the conduct of Captain
Hugon entitles him to the marked consideration of Your
Excellency.

A letter was addressed by Sir Edward to the Russian
Admiral in nearly similar terms,

* On stooping his head under the awning rolled up, a shot passed throngh
its folds.
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Count Heiden having read the letter which Captain
Maude gave .him from the Admiral, expressed his
highest satisfaction, and said that it was in itself a
reward as great as any he could receive from his own
sovereign.*®

From Admairal Heiden to Sir E. C.

(Bxtract.)
¢ Azoff;’ dans la baie de Valette, le 8 novembre 1827.

Moxsievr L’Amiran,—La lettre obligeante et trop flat-
teuse qu’elle a bien voulu th’adresser aprés le combat du
235 octobre, est un document qui restera i jamais gravé dans
mon ceeur, et sera I’héritage de mes fils. Qui n’aurait pas
fait son devoir, Monsieur ’Amiral, dans cette mémorable
journée, ayant sous les yeux l’exemple de sang-froid et de
bravoure déterminée offert par I’ Asie,” ou flottait votre noble
pavillon ?

La journée la plus heureuse de ma vie a été celle ou jai
pu me montrer comme marin, scruté par un amiral anglais,
—Iles héros de la mer, et les plus généreux des alliés comme

des ennemis.

From Sir E. C. to H.R.H. Duke of Clarence.
¢ Asia,’ in Navarin : October 21, 1827,

Sir,—Since we were unavoidably forced into collision with
the Turkish fleet, Your Royal Highness may not object to
receive my congratulations on the ships under my orders
having done their duty admirably on the occasion. It would
have done Your Royal Highness’s heart good to have seen
the tremendous effect of the ¢Asia’s’ guns. They were
worked with a precision which looked like mere exercise;
and yet, as the state of the ship and the casualties evince,
there were causes to disturb men less trained than they are.
The Capitana Bey’s ship, according to his secretary’s ac-
count, lost 650 men killed out of 850.+ Her hull had the
appearance of being tasted by the adze preparatory to being
docked. I really believe all the ships did their duty equally
well. The lamented death of Captain Bathurst has enabled
me to promote Captain Davies, of the ¢ Rose,” a man whose
merits, since I have had this command, have entitled him to
the best rewards of the service. If Lord Ingestrie had also

* In the port of Navarin—after the battle: written down by Captain

Curzon.
T The badly wounded were left to die.

6 2
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been without other protection, I should have promoted him,
in payment of a debt I owe him for having sunk a fire-vessel
which he was charged to dispose of, by so well directed a
fire that she could hardly make any opposition. But Cap-
tain Anson, whom I have so often employed on important
services, and who never makes a difficulty, has equally served
his commander’s time, and has equal claims that I should
recommend him to the consideration of Your Royal High-
ness.

My friend Spencer, in the little ¢ Talbot,” silenced the guns
of a large frigate, single-handed; and it was not in default
of opposition on the part of the Turks, for they fought with
their characteristic obstinacy, and were prepared with more
ability than they have in general credit for. It seems that
our decision to remove the fire-ships defeated their plans,
and precipitated the battle, which was intended to have been
commenced at midnight, by an attempt to destroy our ships
by means of these very fire-vessels. In consequence of the
desire expressed by Your Royal Highness, in your late letter
of September 2nd, I have decided on putting Lieutenant
Edwardes to act in the ¢ Gannet,” and I have given the com-
mander’s commission, consequent on the death of Captain
Bathurst, to my Flag-lieutenant Thomas Dilke, an officer for
whose zeal and attention to his duty I will refer Your Royal
Highness to Captain Robert Spencer. The two lieutenant
vacancies which I am entitled to fill up, I shall give to the
two mates of the ‘Asia,” whom Captain Curzon recommends
as having the strongest claims. This has been my guide in
all the appointments I have hitherto made; and Your Royal
Highness may rely upon my continuing to reward merit, as
far as in me lies, so long as I hold a command. The defects
of the ‘Asia’ are very considerable certainly; but as they
are principally above water, I trust it will not be necessary
to prevent her return to me. She was the great lion of the
Mediterranean before this action, and her appearance hence-
forth will have a good effect upon whatever service she may
be destined to perform. If manned up to her full power,
certainly her long 82-pounders on the main-deck would tell
in action. But the ship would be better at sea for having
them changed to the medium 382-pounders; and she might
then have similar guns on the quarter-deck and forecastle,
instead of 42-pounder carronades, which, besides being of
different calibre, are so likely to be upset in quick firing, as
ours were on the 20th. I cannot conclude this letter better
than by assuring Your Royal Highness that I have not exag-
gerated in the smallest degree the able and gallant support
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which T have mentioned in my public letter my having re-
ceived from my colleagues. The casualties of each of their
flag-ships show how large a share they had in the action.
Their followers were enveloped in smoke; and the light
breeze which brought us in, was diminished almost to a calm
by the general cannonade which ensued. They were, how-
ever, extremely useful in relieving us eventually from the
more distant but galling fire in the rear, as well as occupying
the batteries. The conduct of Captain Hugon, of the ¢ Ar-
mide,” has gained him the admiration of all who witnessed it.
The wounds, in general, are of a very serious nature; but
whatever can be done by ability and by kindness of attention,
the poor sufferers will find in Doctor Liddell, whose superior
I have never met with in the service. Sir Henry Bunbury’s
son has lost an arm, and my son has a shot now in his thigh,
and another passed through the calf of his leg, and his col-
lar-bone was dislocated ; but I am happy to say both are doing
as well as possible. The different ships are adjusting them-
selves as well as their means admit of, and as soon as the
wind favours us, we shall proceed to Malta. Ever since the
battle, in day and might, the Turks have continued to set
fire to their disabled ships; and at the moment my de-
spatches close, which will be whenever Count Heiden sends
me his, I will give Your Royal Highness a comparative list
of what they were, and what has been their fate.
I have, &e.,
Epwarp CODRINGTON.

The ¢Hind’ cutter was tender to the ‘Asia’; she was
about 150 tons, and had a crew of about 30 men, and
was commanded by Lieut. John Robb, detached from
the ‘Asia’ for that purpose. Having been absent on a
mission, she came in sight of the squadron just as they
were running into the bay; and observing the firing
begin, and being without any orders as to any particular
position, her gallant commander placed her as near as
he could on the inshore side of the flag-ship. In this
central position, the cutter was exposed not only to
the shot especially directed to her, but also to those
which were fired at the ‘Asia’ herself with which she
was in a line, from the inner and as yet unengaged lines
of the double horseshoe. In the course of the battle the
little vessel was hit by twenty-three round shot,—no
wonder she got the name in the fleet of “His majesty’s
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line-of-battle cutter!' Mr. Dumaresque and Mr. Lee,
midshipmen, each lost a leg, and others were severely
wounded. At one time, while the surgeon was below,
about to perform an amputation, there was a call —‘All
hands to repel boarders’— and the surgeon had to leave

his patients, and join the rest in ¢ repelling boarders.’

From Henry Codrington, Midshipman, to his brother, Captain
William Codrington.

Malta: November.

« . . Next day (19th) the ¢ Dartmouth’ came out, having
made a sketch of the position of the Turks. It was certainly
a very strong one indeed. It was executed by a renegade
Frenchman by name Letellier, who had been in the French
service. There had been, indeed, many French officers in the
Turco-Egyptian fleet, but the whole had retired to some
neutral in the harbour, sending a note to De Rigny signed
with their names as a witness. Letellier, after having signed
his, returned on board Ibrahim’s ship, and was in her when
it commenced. What became of him is not known. He had
persuaded Ibrahim that the French ships, knowing the French
officers were in the fleet, would not fight against their country-
men, and that there would only be ourselves and the Russians
to look after, and that he, Letellier, would place the Turkish
fleet in a situation where they might easily destroy us. So
he placed them in a long semicircle round the south end
of the harbour in three lines ; the outerline composed of three
line-of-battle ships, five double-banked Egyptian frigates 64
guns each, and 15 Turkish frigates about 50 guns. The next

“line consisted of 26 heavy corvettes, about 24 guns each, so
placed that abreast of every opening in the first line there
should be a corvette. Behind them were the brigs about 20
guns each : there were also four or five schooners and about
40 transports and merchantmen behind the lines. Now the
way he wanted us to go in was evidently to place ourselves
in the centre of this sort of semicircle or circle I may say,
for some brigs which were anchored in the entrance to wind-
ward of the fleet, and of which about three were fire-brigs,
nearly completed the round. He had judged, and correctly
too, that the allied fleet would come in with a wind which
would place them when anchored to leeward of the fire-brigs;
and though he expected and wished us to anchor within his
circle, yet he did not think we would have anchored so close
to his own line as to render its position less formidable. ¥
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have no doubt that he intended us to collect in the focus of
his circle and so be an easy prey to him. During the action
a man (Arab) swam on board of the ¢ Philomel’ from a fire-
brig which she sank in two broadsides, and among other
things said that it was quite a mistake the action beginning
then, for that it was to be put off to 12 at night, when the
fire-brigs were to cut their cables and run down on fire
among us (supposed in the focus) whilst the double line was
peppering us. The truth of this I cannot swear to, but it
looked very like it, for they were prepared for action, springs
ready, tompkins out, &c., yet let several ships anchor, when
this mistake, as it is called, took place. Had we gone in as
enemies, the best way would have been for us to anchor in
line inside and along his line of corvettes or brigs on the
east side, turning adrift or running down the transports and
other small fry ; then we should have had one side of the
circle only to engage and our shot have reached the other.
But in this meditating, peacemaking, diplomatique style we
were obliged to go in as friends, and therefore the position to
be taken up was this. The line-of-battle ships, counting the
¢ Syréne ’ 60, French Admiral, as one, were to anchor along-
side of the line on the east side, while the frigates were to
take the other side as per plan. By this means each ship of
the circle being closely employed, the plan was rendered in a
measure abortive.

The ¢ Asia’ had 8 round shot in her bowsprit, 18 in fore-
mast, 25 mainmast, mizen-mast dowsed, standing and run-
ning rigging cut to pieces, lower yards useless, &c., and 125
round shot in the hull, besides quantities of grape, canister,
and musket shot, &e. I believe no round shot penetrated
her side in the lower deck, and none through the main deck;
there are several shot which have nearly penetrated and even
pushed in the inner plank, but I think none got regularly
through, except on the upper deck and through ports, &ec.
She is a regular fine ironsider, and really I am excessively
pleased with her in every way.

I had nearly forgotten to tell you how astonished I was
at the coolness and intrepidity shown by all the men during
the action ; for my part, I was hopping about here and there
and everywhere, hurrying them on, for I had not that cool
way at all ; but devil a bit would they hurry, and they went
on in a way that actually made me stare. My father says
that he never saw any ship’s fire equal to ours from our main
and lower decks in precision and steadiness. As to the
upper deck, the breachings of the carronades (42) stretched
and the guns capsized, and the men, as I said above, were sent
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down to work the main deck ones. Having never seen any-
thing of the sort before,* I can make no comparisons; but I
must say that the splinters, &c., in the cabin were quite
wonderful : some of the bulkheads had been left up and the
stern railing also, pieces of which the shot sent in in guanti-
ties, killing and wounding many men. Had all the cabin
guns been mounted and manned, the slaughter would have
been great ; but four were not, as we had not men enough
for them. Three of father’s double-barrelled guns and my
little single one, were lying lashed together under the sofa,
and a shot came in and literally dashed them to pieces tear-
ing even the double barrels into two: I mean dividing the
barrels from each other, and, excepting one, breaking them
to pieces. Some of the pieces went on to the poop—how, God
knlg)ws. Altogether the crash was quite terrible in the
cabin.

A piece of the small upright bars of the iron stern railing
of the Admiral’s cabin (which had by mistake been left up)
was struck by a shot and sent edgeways quite through the
calf of iy right leg, as I was looking aft; itgrazed the shin
bone on the inside, and, turning clear of it, passed through,
tearing a little of the musecle out; the iron must have been
about an inch square. In the thigh of the same leg, a little
above the knee, a musket ball, or small canister of that size,
went in and took a bend clear of the bone, and the deuce
knows where it is gone. It must be in, but as it has given
me no annoyance and has all but healed up, I am quite con-
tent. Then T had a splinter which struck my left collar-
bone, and luckily, instead of breaking it, only dislocated it,
making a yellow place as big as my two hands put together,
but except the bruise, that gave me no pain, and is now all
right. T was struck in several other places by splinters, but
they were too small to hurt. I went down to the cockpit
about the middle of the action. On going down the ladder
(tarpaulin and grating being lifted) I found myself almost in
the dark and in an atmosphere which was as hot, though not
so pure, as many an oven. On the chests, &c., the men’s
mess tables had been laid, and over them beds ; on these lay
the wounded, some too bad to speak, others groaning and
crying out with the agony they were in. Some (generally
the least hurt) calling out lustily for the doctor. ¢Oh!
doctor, my dear doctor, do come here, I’'m bleeding to death,’
&c., and some saying it was their turn, &. I managed to
feel my way to an unoccupied berth amidships, alongside a

* He was just nineteen,
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poor fellow who had been severely wounded, and I think we
made a pretty quiet pair, except occasional, nay frequent,
calls for water, of which, owing to my excessive thirst, I
must have drunk a great deal, besides what I poured on the
bandage which had just been put on my wound, which felt
as if it was on fire and devilish uncomfortable : the water
felt like ice to it, and relieved it a great deal.* When the
doctor came to overhaul me he found the upper wound in
my thigh, which I had not complained of before, thinking it
only a scratch (not having cut off my trousers), for I found
that the pain of the one diminished or concealed the pain of
the other. The probing of the upper one was not painful, but
the ball had so buried itself with a turn that it could not be
found. The lower one was very painful, for the finger being
much more satisfactory than the probe, the doctor had made
his meet, thus satisfying himself that nothing was in. This
did bring me to the ‘vocative case’ I was then removed
into a cockpit cabin, and remained there two or three days,
during which time the inflammation was completely subdued
by poultices, and T was comparatively easy. After I had
found my berth and got my eyes accustomed to the light, or
what little of it there was, I began to look around me,
and a disagreeable sight it was. Had not I known that
father was on deck and in such immediate danger, I might
have given you some very fine reflections upon honour and
glory, &c., well snited to time and place ; but my thoughts
were more on deck than below, and the only thought I had
of that nature was that I had had quite enough of honour
and glory for the occasion, and would be an interesting
object to boot! However, when all was over, I thought, and
think now, that I was a very lucky fellow to get off as Tdid,

taking everythlng into consideration.

Sir B. C. to Mr. Bethell.
In the port of Navarin: October 23, 1827,

You will soon know more particulars, my dear Bethell, by
the newspapers; I can only say now that we have had a
desperate battle and have annihilated the Turco-Egyptian
fleet. It has cost us dear,—very dear: but the moral effect
will have much marked influence. My dear Harry is wounded,

* Doctor Liddell, who was very fond of h1m (they had been together for
three years in the ¢ Naiad "), seeing him there, asked what was the matter,
and wanted to attend to him: he answered that it was not much, and he
would rather wait and take his turn with the others.
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and severely wounded too, but isdoing quite well, and will, I
am sure, go on 5o, owing to absence of all fever, and a pla-
cidity of temper which is quite lovely. The balls out of a
canister shot disabled several of them at once. He has one
now in his thigh, and had another through the calf of his
leg on the same side, and his collar-bone was dislocated.
But his wounds are flesh wounds, and his flesh is wholesome,
and the air is delightfully temperate. Bunbury’s little boy
has lost his arm short of the elbow, but is also doing well.
But I cannot bear to dwell on this part of the business. It
requires me to look round and see the devastation of our
treacherous opponents to rouse back my feelings to the glory
of the victory we have gained, and the fine example we have
given them of the effects of their baseness. I was twisted
round two or three times, and find several splinter scratches
and bruises on different parts of my body. I am worn
down, but upon the whole may say I am well. The load of
responsibility which I have had has been lightened by
the good conduct of my colleagues, and in battle they
acted admirably. W. Fitzroy has lost a son. We have
seventy-five killed and wounded in the ¢Asia,” lost our
mizen mast by the board, and though we have saved our
mainmast, the ship is a mere wreck. You should go and see -
her as soon as she arrives at Portsmouth. The fire of this
ship was quite beautiful, and does high honour to Curzon
and the officers. Tell Fane Blair is quite well, and, like the
rest of us, did his duty admirably. Of about sixty vessels of
war and others amounting to about 120, not less than fifty-
three of the former are destroyed. The Turks themselves
have burned all they could since the action, God knows why,
as we were content with having made them mere wrecks.
We have had some thirty-seven beautiful explosions. The
scene has been the same night and day since the battle on
the 20th. It would not have been so well on the 21st, as the
French were now with us.—E. C.

General Order. _
¢ Asia, in the port of Navarin: October 24, 1827.
Before the united squadrons remove from the theatre in
which they have gained so complete a victory, the Vice-
Admiral Commander-in-Chief is desirous of making known
to the whole of the officers, seamen, and marines employed
in them, the high sense which he has of their gallant and
steady conduct on the 20th inst. He is persuaded that there
is no instance of the fleet of any one country showing more
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complete union of spirit and of action than was exhibited by
the squadrons of the three Allied Powers together in this
bloody and destructive battle. He attributes to the bright
example set by his gallant colleagues the Rear-Admirals,
the able and cordial support which the ships of the several
squadrons gave to each other during the heat and confusion
of the battle. Such union of spirit and of purpose, such
coolness and bravery under fire, and such consequent pre-
cision in the use of their guns, ensured a victory over the
well-prepared arrangements of greatly superior numbers;
and the whole Turkish and Egyptian fleets have paid the
penalty of their treacherous breach of faith. The boasted
Ibrahim Pacha promised not to quit Navarin or oppose the
Allied Fleet, and basely broke his word. The Allied Com-
manders promised to destroy the Turkish and Egyptian fleets if
a single gun was fired at either of their flags, and with the
assistance-of the brave men whom they had the satisfaction
of commanding, they have performed their promise to the
very letter. Out of a fleet composed of sixty men-of-war,
there remain only one frigate, and fifteen smaller vessels
in a state ever to be again put to sea.

Such a victory cannot be gained without a great sacrifice
of life; and the Commander-in-Chief has to deplore the
loss of many of the best and bravest men which the fleet
contained. The consolation is, that they died in the service
of their country, and in the cause of suffering humanity.

The Commander-in-Chief returns his most cordial thanks
to his noble colleagues, the two Rear-Admirals, for the able
manner in which they directed the movements of their
squadrons; and to the captains, commanders, officers, sea-
men, and royal marines, who so faithfully obeyed their
orders, and so bravely completed the destruction of their
opponents. 3

Epwarp CopriNgToN, Vice-Admiral.
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CHAPTER IIIL

TaE combined fleets left Navarin on the 25th October,
and reached Malta on the 3rd November. It was a great
relief to the Admiral when his disabled ships got safe
past the forts at the mouth of the harbour; and the
comparative rest of those few days’ sail came to him as
a needful benefit. The excitement, anxiety, and res-
ponsibility of the previous period had told upon him,
and caused an attack of illness which lasted some days
after his arrival at Malta. He did not, however, desist
from work, even on the passage there, as the following
letters will show.

From Sir E. C. to H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence.

¢ Asia,’ on her way from Navarin to Malta: October 26, 1827.

Sir,—I had the satisfaction of getting the whole fleet out
of Navarin yesterday. The light air with which we started,
and the uncertainty whetheér the batteries would attempt to
impede us, upon being becalmed as we were between them,
made it an anxious moment. The Turks saw that we were
prepared for the worst, and did not attempt to interrupt the
crippled ships or exchange a single shot with those which
were directed to cover us by bringing up the rear; and by
the assistance of such boats as could be collected by the fleet,
we cleared the harbour and gained an offing before dark.
With night came on lightning, and heavy squalls from all
points of the compass, torrents of rain, &c., with a directly
contrary wind. I was very apprehensive of the consequences
to masts tished and rigged in such a scramble, but I do not
observe a difference in any of the ships of either squadron
this morning. Thus, Sir, Your Royal Highness has a detail
up to the time I am now writing, according to the principle
which has and will continue to guide me—to tell ¢ the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.’ And now that
the excitement arising from the ‘ rage of battle’ has some-
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what subsided ; now that the ambition which covets dis-
tinction is lulled into quiescence, and now that those feelings
of poignant regret for the brave companions who have suf-
fered or are still suffering, are assuaged by the calm reflection
that they are a sacrifice to the good of their country, we may
reasonably hope that our judgment will not be warped in
reviewing the battle of the 20th and contemplating its con-
sequences. Having proved this base and boasting Ibrahim
to be wanting in courage as well as in honour, I was cer-
tainly disposed to doubt a resistance by the fleet at Navarin.
It seems, however, that the renegade Letellier, who but a
few days before signed and sent to Admiral De Rigny a joint
submission to his directions, induced Ibrahim as well as
some of his own countrymen, to believe that the French
squadron would not join us in the attack; and that by his
proposed plan we should be effectually destroyed. Accord-
ingly, his plan was carried into execution on the 8th and
9th, as I have endeavoured to describe it in my public letter,
by the help of the documents which accompany it. If we
could have gone in openly as enemies, we might have easily
crossed the head of their line, anchored amongst the small
vessels, and taken their principal line in reverse ; but being
avowedly and actually desirous of avoiding collision, and
being obliged to attribute the same feeling to them, we could -
only anchor in that part of the harbour which their well-
concerted plan left vacant for us. Letellier, however, had
underestimated our power. For, from the time the ‘Asia’s’
broadside returned the fire of the Capitan Bey’s ship—an 84
—she received little injury from her, though galled all the
while by the ships within her. All these were as speedily
silenced in turn as the ¢ Asia’s’ guns could be brought to
bear on them.

I should observe, Sir, that we did not begin with any one
of them. I had told Moharem Bey that I would not fire
unless he did, in reply to his message that he would not;
but that if any one gun were fired from any of the Turkish
ships at either of the Allied flags, I would destroy the whole
Turkish fleet. His ship did not keep his promise, for which
she received condign punishment. The ¢ Asia ’~and the other
ships which I have the honour to command effectually kept
mine ; and my purpose of preventing the transmission of
supplies by sea has been thereby fully answered. As I wish
‘ nothing to extenuate or set down aught in malice,’ I will
do Moharem the justice to say that I believe his crew fired
without his orders; for they killed our pilot in our boat
whilst his captain was speaking to my flag-lieutenant on
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the gangway., However, the period during which his neu-
trality was preserved, was sufficient for the ¢ Asia’ to get rid
of her two starboard opponents; and as his fire opened upon
us just as we had sprung the ¢ Asia’ to return the fire of the
double tier frigate next beyond him, we were enabled to pay
them both off at the same time.

Till now, neither Captain Curzon nor I could tell where
the shot which most injured us came from. But as these two
front line ships were cleared away, we found that some cor-
vettes and brigs had been all the while raking us through
the intervals; and I verily believe they did us more mischief
than any of our more regular opponents. All these, how-
ever, like their predecessors, quitted their positions either by
design or by their cables being shot through, and added to
the mass that ran aground abreast of us. Although the
firing had now nearly ceased in our neighbourhood—nearly
six o’clock—we found a new and an awful danger in the sur-
rounding vessels on fire. The burning fragments of the
double frigate on the other side of Moharem Bey’s ship, still
at her anchorage about a cable’s length from us when she
exploded, fell all about us; but we had already wetted the
decks and booms, and we escaped without taking fire. If
Moharem had begun to fire earlier, we should have been put
to great difficulty, for we had quite as much to do as could
be performed by our numbers in keeping the guns on one
side constantly at work, firing occasionally some of the
opposite ones, and veering either cable, and hauling in either
spring as most wanted to defend us against other ships. For
this purpose I was obliged to send marines and everybody
else, even from the carronades in the cabin, to assist on the
"~ main and Jower deck ; and I can assure Your Royal Highness
I had a strong practical example of that deficiency of num-
bers for such an occasion which I mentioned in a former
letter. It is quite impossible for me to say too much in
favour of the conduct of both officers and men under such
circumstances. I do not, however, doubt that all the other
ships which had the opportunity of taking up the stations
allotted to them, had quite as much to do and did it quite as
well. And if all, not only of the English but of the Allied
ships also, had been able to place themselves as we did, there
would still have been a full allowance of opponent guns for
each— since, aceording to Mons. Bompard, one of the French
officers who had retired at Admiral De Rigny’s summons,
there were in all 81 vessels in the Turkish fleet carrying
guns and pendants or flags, whereas our number was ounly
23, besides the ¢ Hind > tender and two similar-sized French
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tenders, which would have been more useful if they had re-
mained outside. The fact is, Sir, that after the battle was
fairly begun, the wind fell so light and the smoke became so
dense, that neither of the French ships of the line could close
with the ships between the ¢Syrémne’ and the ¢ Asia,” the
¢ Scipion’ having been set on fire by one of the Turkish fire-
vessels in the attempt ; and that all the Russian ships, except
the ¢ Azoff, carrying Count Heiden’s flag, were thrown into
the same difficulty.

¢ I’ Armide,” French frigate, and our little ¢ Talbot,” coming
in early, were enabled to choose, as they did highly to their
honour. The ¢Cambrian’ and the ¢ Glasgow * were delayed
by the latter being sent to meet Captain Hamilton with the
orders, on his way from the pass of Amyro, near Kalamata,
where I had sent him to check the brutalities of Ibrahim’s
army ; and it is much to their credit that they could get in in
time to silence the batteries and relieve their friends already
requiring their assistance. I may mention toYour Royal High-
‘ness that Captain Hamilton’s appearance at Amyro checked
the advance of the 5,000 of Ibrahim’s army destined to ravage
Maina, thus breaking in a second instance his agreement
with us; and that upon hearing the cannonade the whole
returned towards Navarin. If I did not know the interest
which Your Royal Highness takes in all naval operations, I
should fear tiring you with this detail. However, I will now
proceed to submit my opinion on the consequences of this
late battle. Sir, I think the first great effect will be, that the
Sultan, finding that by the loss of his fleet he has no longer
the means of continuing the war, will now accede to the
proposed armistice ; and that the second will be the Russians
relinquishing an intention, which I dare say is now in the
progress of execution, of marching their army towards Con-
stantinople. For the only grounds on which Russia could
take such a step (inconsistent with the Treaty, which appears
to me to have very ably put a curb on this disposition) must
be the persevering resistance of the Porte. Another effect
will be Ibrahim’s army being put to great difficulty in trans-
porting supplies, and I trust. consequently ceasing that cruel
system which may lead to their own destruction; and an-
other of no small importance— strongly aided by the joint
measures of my colleagues and myself, the Greek resources
being turned from the general plunder of commerce, against
their own enemy. As to Mehemet or Mohamwed Ali, who
has been trying to commit England to support him against
the Porte, as I fully believe only with the view of inducing
the Sultan to reward his sham fidelity by giving him Da-
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mascus and Syria, I shall not be surprised if he lose his
head as a just reward for his base hypocrisy. I hope, at all
events, that the conduet of Ibrahim at sea and on shore will
not be forgotten whenever the question of tribute and com-
pensation for Turkish property within the limits of regene-
rated Greece be taken into consideration. The Turks
having not only refused the mediation, but having set at
defiance the power of the Allies to enforce it, may well be
made to pay the penalty of their resistance--a resistance,
moreover, solely prolonged for the purpose of vengeful
brutality. Two Greeks swam on board the ¢ Asia’ with
manacles on their legs; others have been found chained to
floating pieces of wreck ; and we hear of numbers being pur-
posely left with the dead and the dying, previous to the
whole being blown up together. I should observe, Sir, that
these poor wretches were kept as galley slaves, and not as
prisoners of war. We have also received some Englishmen
and some Americans, who say that they were seduced to go
on board the Turkish ships to work in fitting them, and at
last were put in irgns and forced to come to sea in them.
They say they were put in the tops during the action; that
there are no surgeons in the Turkish ships, and that if a
man be wounded they let him alone to bleed to death.

Before I close this letter I wish to explain to Your Royal
Highness one part of the manceuvre on bearing up for our
stations, which may seem to require elucidation. The Egyp-
tian ships, which formed the head of the principal line, had
had French officers in them, who, it was presumed, would
not act in opposition to Admiral De Rigny; and I therefore
placed the French squadron as their opponents in the line,
whilst by this means I gained the superior flag and the
largest ships for the English squadron. The Rear-Admiral
observed and joked me upon this, but I claimed it as my
right. It would have been more regular under these circum-
stances to have allowed him to lead in; but I am sure Your
Royal Highness will not disapprove of my having sacrificed
a little simplicity in the evolution for the sake of giving to
- myself, to Captains Bathurst and Ommanney, the opportu-
nity of showing conspicuously how the ships should take
their stations, an opportunity which was admirably embraced
by both those gallant officers.

By giving the above reason for this arrangement, I escaped
the appearance of giving either of my colleagues that supe-
riority over the other, which, with all my attention to it, I
could never catch a symptom of either of them seeming to
feel or to acknowledge, ready as they both showed themselves
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to put themselves and their squadrons under my command.
I take the liberty of enclosing a plan, giving more correctly
the form of the Harbour of Navarin, done by my son whilst
sitting up in his cot, for his amusement.
I have, &e.,
Epwp. CobpRINGTON.

From Sir E. C. to the Admiralty.

¢ Asia,’ at Malta: November 6, 1827,

Sir,—I have the honour to inform his Royal Highness the
Lord High Admiral that, although no direct answer was
received to the joint letter from myself and the Russian and
French Admirals, dated the 21st of October last, to Ibrahim
Pacha and the other chiefs at Navarin, Tahir Pacha, who
came on board the ‘Asia’ (and who was the only one of
them who would not attend the conference at Navarin when
Ibrahim Pacha pledged himself to an armistice which he
evidently intended to break), assured me that, as far as the
remaining ships were concerned, no further hostilities should
be committed, but that he had no control over the forts and
land forces. The allied squadrons, however, left Navarin on
the 25th, without a gun being fired at them.

Sir E. (. to Doctor Wollaston.
¢ Asia,’ on her way to Malta, from Navarin: October 29, 1827,

That I frequently have wished you here with me, my dear
‘Wollaston, is true, because you would have seen extraordi-
nary sights. I cannot say I wished for you in the late
destructive battle, however, because I neither expected to
escape its effects myself, nor that anyone about me would
be so fortunate. And although many who read of it may
wish they had seen it, their taste differs much from mine if
they wish actually o be in anything of the sort. To this
ship individually it was an astounding encounter. I adopted
the largest ship in the Turkish fleet for her particular oppo-
nent, directing the ¢Genoa’ and ‘Albion’ to support her to
the northward, and the four French ships (three of the line
and De Rigny himself in a large double-tier frigate) to
occupy the four Egyptian (three being double-tier) frigates
to the southward, forming the head of the Turkish line.
Although not intending’ to oppose the English squadron to
the headmost ships, I did not like the French to lead; and
therefore so arranged the manceuvre that we should not only
lead in, but be opposed to the strongest ships. However, the
evolution was still very plain and simple, and if we had had
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a little more wind would have been executed precisely. We
- were under the further disadvantage of being obliged to sup-
pose that none of the Turkish vessels would fire upon us, and
consequently to anchor in the position they had left open to
us, as it now turns out, under the plan of the French rene-
gade Letellier, who made the Turks, or rather Ibrahim,
believe that the French would not act with us, and that we
should therefore be effectually destroyed by the concentrated
fire which would thus be brought upon us. We succeeded
in getting the ‘Asia’ moored with great rapidity in her
proper station, as did the ‘Genoa’ and ‘Albion’ after her
in succession. De Rigny, in the ¢ Syréne,” attained his place
also betwixt number 1 and number 2; but the wind
dying away, the battle raging, and the smoke enveloping
the whole space, the three French ships of the line could not
reach their stations, and were bothered in the middle of the
crescent, where, at first, their attention was devoted to the
batteries, and, at last, to vessels in the inner lines, which
had been galling the ‘Syréne’ and the ‘Asia’ all the time of
the action. This gave the ‘Asia’ two front-line opponents
(double-tier frigates) on the larboard side, whilst on the star-
board side she had her proper antagonist, an 84, carrying
the Capitana Bey’s flag at the main, and a (not sure if
double) frigate in the second line, astern of her. If these
had all begun at the same time, we should have been much
more cut up than we are; but, luckily, we had time to silence
those on the starboard side, by a fire which would not have
disgraced Woolwich practice, before Moharem Bey, scarcely
our length from us, (or rather his crew) opened their fire;
and we were at that moment springing the ship round to
bring the larboard guns to bear on the ship next beyond
him, about a cable’s length from us, so that we could finish
both at the same time. Moharem’s ship went off in a shat-
tered state, and ran aground, where she subsequently lost
her masts by the board; the other appeared at one time
about to sink; but she eventually blew up, and so covered
the ¢ Asia’ with the burning embers that our friends believed
that she too was on fire. It was hard to find ourselves still
galled by the corvettes and small fry, raking us as they had
done during the whole battle, without our knowing where
the shot came from. However, the moment these rascals
felt the effect of our getting our broadside sprung round to
them, away they went and joined a mass about the ship of
Moharem Bey, aground. The ¢Albion’ was still firing when
dark ecame on; and thenceforward, during the whole night,
we were entertained with most beautiful though awful explo-
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sions. The morning presented us with a scene of horror and
disaster which it is impossible to describe. Besides the
wrecks lining the beach all round the harbour, the water was
covered with floating spars, upon which were multitudes of
poor wretches, calling for help in various languages, amidst
their dead and dying fellow-sufferers. Some that could swim
to us did so, and amongst them were Greeks with manacles
on their legs. But boat we could produce none to assist
them. It is shocking to reflect upon the number of Greeks,
as well as wounded Turks, which must have been wantonly
destroyed by their burning their vessels as they did, to the
number of about 80 (37), including those which took fire
during the battle. I could not learn their motive for this;
and fearing that many Greeks in chains were thus barba-
rously destroyed with them, they were informed that, having
sufficiently punished them for firing upon us, I had no wish
to do them further injury. Still, however, the burning went
on, and havoc seemed to be the order of the day. At length
Tahir Bey, who was the only one not present when Ibrahim
pledged his word of honour to us not to move by land or sea
until he had fresh orders from the Sultan, came on board the
‘Asia.’ I explained to him all that had passed from the
beginning, and he admitted that they had only themselves to
blame. It was evident to me that the gyptians and Turks
were not upon terms, and that something had taken place
betwixt him and Ibrahim, although he would not betray it.
I felt for him very much, because he seemed to me to feel
for his country, and to be in danger of losing his head, owing
to Tbrahim’s base misrepresentations; and at the end of a
second visit he claimed my future friendship, if ever we
should meet again. I sent home a rough plan of the port
and the position of the ships, which Spencer can show you,
with other documents that perhaps will not be made public.
I fear I cannot get you one done to accompany this,
although Harry is sitting up in his cot now at work on this
subject. This said dear fellow is doing as well as possible,
although his wounds are very severe. The thing which
passed through the calf of his right leg was about a large inch
in diameter, and square, as if it had been cut off an iron
rail ; a similar one is now in the right thigh, and I cannot
guess what it was which struck him so as to knock his collar-
bone out of joint. The latter is in its place, and the other
wounds are going on very favourably. He has no fever, and
between times he sings and whistles as usual. Little Han-
mer Bunbury has lost his right arm up to the elbow ; but has
just eaten a very good dinner in an arm-chair beside me, and
"2
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moves into the stern-walk to look at anything passing. I
have written to Genoa, but fear the father and mother will
hear the news before they get my letter. Pray remember
me kindly to our friends in Walbrook Buildings. . . . T have
had my worries, and anxieties, and disappointments, as well
as our friend Brunel; and have felt short, very short, of
means to perform my undertaking. But I have brought it,
as I trust, to a good result at last, as you may tell him I
trust he will his. And T hope he and I may both live to
see as many tunnels in different parts of England as the
Turks have unceremoniously made through H.M.S. ¢Asia.’
The frigate ¢ Dartmouth,” which is gone to Ancona with my
despatches, will, I expect, bring the poor, anxious mother
and daughters to join us at Malta, where, as I shall be with-
out a flag-ship, I must remain until the ¢Asia’ returns from
England. ;
Yours with great and sincere regard,
Epwarp CODRINGTON.

From Svwr Frederick Adam.
Corfu: October 30, 1827.

My pEar CopriNGgTON,—I congratulate you with all my heart
on your glorious achievement, which has indeed finished your
operations in a way not to ¢disparage their commencement.’
That you should have been forced to come to this extremity
is to be regretted, but the way in which you have conducted it
fully comes up to my anticipations of what you would do if
obliged to act. Your official letter is admirable in its way,
as your conduct has been as a naval commander; and you
may rely on my sincerity and truth when I tell you that I
look upon your whole arrangements and conduct with the
sincerest admiration.

Poor Lady Codrington will suffer the misery of suspense
where those so dear to her were involved in so much peril.
I envy her, however, all her brighter feelings, when she
knows the truth. Well may she be proud of you, my good
and gallant and able friend.

I am delighted to find that both your colleagues have
behaved so admirably. De Rigny seems to have been most
brilliant, as well as the ‘Armide.” Lord Ingestrie gave me a
sketch of the action. The stubborn fellows (the Turks) seem
to have shown great courage.

Mehemet Ali, on the 1st of November, said to Captain
Peter Richards, of H.M.S. ¢ Pelorus,” at Alexandria,—

¢ The Sultan has ordered Ibrahim to put out and attack
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Hydra in spite of your admiral. He will not move however
till I write to him, which will be in a few days;’ and added,
with a laugh, ‘there must be an engagement at sea, but
it will be nothing; a few of the first will be destroyed, and
the others will turn back : this is necessary to convince every
one you are in earnest.’ ¥

From Svr Frederick Adam to Sir E. C.

Corfu: November 28, 1827.

Your account of the battle is very interesting and very
excellently told too; the praises you meet with are really no
more than you deserve, and I feel that you deserve them so
much the more because there is so rare an absence of egotism
in the way in which you relate your operations, and in the
manly and handsome way in which you give credit to others.
Your description in your private letter to me is quite graphic.
Count Heiden’s letter is a true (as it is a most eloquent)
exposition of his real feelings, and I have not a doubt that
he is as straightforward and as fine a fellow as you represent
him to be. Lord Dudley’s note (of September) is very satis-
factory indeed, and the principle of lightening responsibility
is a wholesome one, as it is also a new one amongst Ministers.
I have no doubt you will be approved ; for besides that they
must have been prepared for ¢hostile collision’ from what
occurred near Patras, the hostility was not of your bringing
on. There is another view: they, the Allies, are quite serious
in their intentions; they must feel that nothing short of some
such lesson as you have given, would work on the Sultan;
nothing else would convince him that there is unity and
union between the contracting parties to the Treaty: and
possibly this event (your victory) may prevent what of all
things is to be deprecated, the Russians attacking the Turks.

Lord Granville, in his last letter to me, says, in answer to
one of mine of 14th October :—

¢ Sir E. Codrington has acted t with a decision and firmness
most creditable to him, and well calculated to impress not only
on those who were the immediate objects of coercion, but
upon the Divan also and upon the Pacha of Egypt, that we
are in earnest in the prosecution of our object. The French
Ministers are highly satisfied with our Admiral’s energetic
conduct, and only regret that Admiral De Rigny had not the
opportunity of co-operating in the vigorous measures of Sir
E. Codrington.” Now your measures on the 4tk October

* This must have been before the Pacha knew of the event of October 20,

—Nortk by Sir E. C., on Capt. Richards’ memorandum.
1 At Patras.
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might have brought on an action—they are approved of ; and
it was no more your conduct on the 20tk that did bring on an
action than the same conduct might have done so earlier.

The following anecdotes relating to the Battle of
Navarin were written down by me at a later period,
from my Father’s dictation.—J. B.

At the time that the ‘Asia’s’ mizen-mast was shot away
which I think was entirely done by the corvettes and brigs,
which formed a sort of third line or division, I happened
fortunately to be walking forward, by which means I escaped
being touched by either the ropes or spars. Of the two men
then in the top one was considerably hurt, and they both fell
overboard, but both scrambled in again by means of the
rigging. The vessels of this third line did us considerable
mischief whilst we were occupied by the other two sets of
larger vessels to which we were exposed. It was just about
the time when we were employed springing the ship’s
broadside towards them; for which purpose, and to avoid
their being unnecessarily exposed, I had sent down both
Captain Curzon and Commander Baynes to direct the use of
the springs upon the lower deck, being then myself the only
person remaining upon either the poop or quarter-deck.
Seeing that the object of getting the starboard broadside
to bear was not likely to be successful, and wanting some
person to carry a message down to Captain Curzon on the
subject, I was calling out in great anxiety, ¢ Is there no one
within hearing of me that can carry a message ?’ when a
person, with whose figure I was not acquainted and whose
face was all over blood, came limping towards me, saying,
¢He could.” T explained to him what I wanted done with the
springs, asking him if he fully understood and could carry
that message to Captain Curzon; he answered quickly in the
affirmative, and away he went with great alacrity. He re-
turned speedily, and asked me if I had any further commands;
upon which I again sent him with a similar message respect-
ing veering the cable, which he delivered with the same
intelligence and alacrity. Upon observing to Captain Curzon,
the following morning, that I had fallen in with important
assistance at a time of great need from a person with whom
I was perfectly unacquainted, he explained to me that the
man was his new clerk, Cyrus Wakeham, whom he had lately
veceived from the ¢Seringapatam ;” upon which I begged he
might be sent to me that I might thank him for his conduct.
He came into the cabin, limping with so much difficulty that
I was induced to ask him if he was not wounded, to which
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he answered, ¢ Slightly.’ I then enquired what the surgeon
said about it, when he told me he had been several times to
the sick bay, but always found him occupied with others
worse wounded than himself, and who seemed to have supe-
rior claims on his assistance. Upon this I desired Captain
C. to go forward to the sick bay with him, himself, and
let me know what the surgeon said about it. It turned out
that he had several severe wounds, that from that moment
he was obliged to take to his cot, where he remained until
he was sent with others of the ship to Haslar Hospital, from
whence he was only discharged in the following autumn. It
is worth notice, that when put into his cot, he occupied him-
self in writing a descriptive poem on the Battle, and also a
song for the amusement of the ship’s company ; and I subse-
quently learned that he was the principal writer of those
effusions in prose and verse in the ¢ North Georgia Gazette,’
to which Captain Parry attributes so much of the cheerful
endurance of the ¢ Hecla’s’ ship’s company when fixed in the
ice. Notwithstanding all his claims, as here specified, and
his having been two voyages to the North Pole, my utmost
exertions could not procure him promotion to a purser’s
warrant until the 9th of January, 1835!!

Returning from that episode to the period when we had
Jjust succeeded in destroying the corvettes and brigs which
formed our third batch of opponents, an alarm was given that
one of the Egyptian frigates right ahead, and then on fire,
was coming right down upon us. It was a question whether
it was most safe to slip from our anchors and expose our-
selves to a similar danger elsewhere, or to remain where
we were. We were so completely enveloped in smoke from
this frigate, that to De Rigny, who was to windward of us,
and to Heiden, who was down to leeward, and indeed to
the whole of the ships of our line, the ‘Asia’ appeared to have
taken fire. This caused a cessation of firing in those parts
where the battle still raged, and an endeavour to get boats
to send to our assistance ;—when by the sudden explosion of
the frigate, which proved to have still remained at her
anchors, and by the blaze by which it was accompanied, the
‘Asia’ was discovered to be clear of that immediate danger.
Upon this a cheering along the line took place, followed by
a renewal of the action by those ships whose firing had only
for the moment been checked by a contemplation of the
‘Asia’s’ imminent peril.

At the time when the Egyptian frigate above mentioned
as being on fire appeared to be fast approaching us—an
appearance created by the rapidly increasing smoke —I
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had placed myself at the fore part of the poop, anxiously
watching the space of water between us, and steadily resisting
Captain Curzon’s urgent desire to slip the cables, until the
diminution of that space should make the danger of collision
too imminent for longer delaying that measure, for which
immediate preparation had been arranged. I myself, in
common with Captain Curzon and others, believed the frigate
on fire to be adrift from her anchors; but I relied upon the
¢Asia,” having still the foremast, mainmast, and all the gear
standing, driving out of her way whenever the diminution of
that space should in my judgment render the slipping the
cables a preferable expedient. Captain Curzon had also
urged my quitting the position I had taken, that I might not
be exposed to the pieces of falling timber the explosion would
occasion, which 1 had resisted on account of not losing my
watchfulness of the space of water by which the two vessels
were separated, which was to be the guide for my decision.
At this moment, the explosion taking place, showed the expe-
diency of his precautionary advice, from the firebrands and
other pieces of wood, and even of men, which fell on different
parts of the deck. It was for the double purpose of seeing
the situation of the conflicting squadrons, and showing that
T myself remained in a condition to continue the duties of
my office, that I then placed myself conspicuously on a cuddy
which had been erected on the after part of the poop, when
the cheering before mentioned immediately took place.

The fire was so thick upon the ¢ Asia’ in the early part of the
action, that Captain Curzon was under the impression that we
were fired upon by friends as well as foes. = Our position cer-
tainly exposed us to this, by the contiguity of the two parts of

- the horseshoe form in which the two squadrons were anchored,
and the different positions in which the broadsides of the dif-
ferent ships in those lines were directed. The smoke at this
time being so thick that the people at the guns could no
longer see our immediate opponents, their fire being rightly
directed to the position of our opponents was only known by
my seeing their mastheads, and confidence was placed in this
proper direction of our fire, from the guns being run out in
the same position in which they had been placed in the
beginning of the battle. = At length, upon the masts of the
Turkish Admiral’s ship falling, and his fire ceasing, in my
anxiety to ascertain that we were not firing into each other,
I tried to make the general signal to cease firing ; but as fast
as the flags could be attempted to be shown, either the men
hoisting them were killed, or the means by which the signals

L3
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were to be displayed were shot away. I then tried to despatch
a boat with this object, when it was found that we had no
boat that would swim; an attempt by hailing to get one from
the ¢ Genoa’ was equally unsuccessful, and I was obliged to
give up the attempt and leave things to take their course.

My first visitor at the close of the action was Count
Heiden. After our mutual congratulations, he expressed
the great desire he had felt to lose no time in making known
to me the gallant conduct of Captain La Bretonniére, in
placing the ¢ Breslau’ so as to relieve the ‘Azoff’ from a con-
siderable portion of the enemy’s fire, by which she was
entirely surrounded. This was highly creditable to the
feelings of the Count, considering the jealousy between the
men of those two nations. When I expressed a wish to see
Captain La Bretonniére to thank him, I was told that he
was too severely wounded to be able to come.

The next person that came on board was Count De Rigny,
who said he had hurried on board under great anxiety to
express the satisfaction he felt in reporting to me that not
only his own ship, but also the ¢ Scipion,” had been saved
from being burnt by the able and gallant conduct of Captain
Davies of the ¢ Rose,” and the boats of the English squadron.
The next was Captain Spencer, who had come on board to
describe to me how much he owed to Le Capitaine Hugon of
¢ ’Armide,” for having placed his ship between the ¢ Talbot’
and an Ottoman frigate that was raking her (the ¢ Talbot’
being engaged at the time with a double frigate on her
broadside) ; adding, that upon the before-mentioned frigate
striking her colours to ‘I’Armide,” Capitaine Hugon hoisted
the French and English colours jointly over the Turkish,
showing the English the higher of the two. I begged
Captain Spencer would immediately bring Capitaine Hugon
to me, that I might thank him for his conduct. He had
hardly, however, got into his boat before Hugon himself
appeared. He expressed himself highly gratified by the
terms in which I had spoken of the conduct of ‘I’Armide;’
and said that without reference to his own proceedings, he
was coming on board to describe to me the admirable con-
duct of Captain Davies, who, after saving the other ships by
towing off the fire-vessels, had moved the ¢ Rose’ from the
position in which she had first anchored, and placed her
between ¢PArmide’ and another Ottoman frigate, by
which she had been exposed to a raking fire similar to that
from which ‘PArmide’ had relieved the ¢Talbot.” These
circumstances induced me to prefer Captain Davies to the
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rank of Post-Captain in the vacancy made by Commodore
Bathurst, who died about 8 A.M. the following morning.*

On the evening of the battle I had a visit from Tahir
Pacha,t the Commander of the Turkish division, the im-
mediate object of which I have never clearly understood ; it
probably was to lead me to apprehend that being under
Ibrahim’s orders he had no choice but to act as he did, and
to make the best excuse for his having done so, in order to
prevent further ill-consequences. Our interpreter being a
very inferior one, made the difficulty of explanation so much
the greater. I told him that I had taken sufficient satis-
faction for the insult offered to the Allied flags, and that if
they were contented with the result, I was. I observed
strongly on the breach of word and honour shown by Ibrahim
and his chiefs, in attempting to enter the Gulf of Lepanto
after the agreement he had made with me in their presence
to make no movement with either the troops or ships for at
least twenty days; that.as he himself (Tahir Pacha) did not
attend that meeting as all the other chiefs did, I acquitted
him of being a party to it, and should therefore place re-
liance upon whatever he might have to say to me. I said
that I understood his reason was disapproval of the conduct
of Ibrahim; to which he seemed to assent, by saying he was
not upon terms of open communication with him. I told
him that the letter I was then writing was intended to warn
Ibrahim that if he attempted anything further against the
shipping, 1 should consider it as a declaration of war on his
part; that I should open a fire upon his camp immediately,
and destroy as many of the Ottoman people and the Ottoman
vessels as I possibly could. I also explained to him, that
previous to coming into the harbour I had written a letter to
Ibrabim warning him of his having already broken his pro-
mise by his expedition to the Gulf of Lepanto, and again by
the conduct he was then pursuing by the exterminating
system of his army in the Morea ; that if he did not desist,
I should feel myself called upon to enforce a strict obedience
to the convention agreed upon, I expressed a wish that he
himself would take this letter in, that I might be sure of its
being delivered, by which means all further bloodshed might
be prevented. He repeated that he was not upon terms to

'* Le Baron Milius, captain of ¢le Scipion,’ also came on board the ¢ Asia’
after the battle of Navarin, and said to Sir E. C., ¢ Je viens faire mon com-
pliment au brave des braves. Ah! que cela a 6t6 beau! Si jamais je dois
encore combattre, j'espére que ce sera sous vos ordres pour bien apprendre
a faire mon devoir.’

+ See in Appendix, a curious account by Tahir Pacha himself. Also
H. J. C.s account of Tahir Pacha,
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have any personal communication with Ibrahim, but that
he should certainly hold himself bound to deliver the letter
if T desired him to do so; and he took charge of it accord-
ingly.* During the time of his short visit, I remarked three
explosions of the Ottoman vessels, and I asked him what it
meant—repeating that having sufficiently avenged the insult
offered, it was not our doing, and that it must be the act of
some of the Ottoman people, and that I wished he would
take measures to prevent it. Upon this point he did not
seem willing to give a candid explanation, and I was there-
fore led to believe that it was an act done by his order, or at
all events with his sanction.

On the second visit of Tahir, which I think was on the
following morning, he told me that he had taken means to
have the letter safely delivered to Tbrahim. Upon some
further conversation respecting the explosions of the Otto-
man vessels still continuing, and the cruelty probably in-
flicted on the wounded, who were still on board of them ; and
my professing a desire to do anything he could point out
to prevent any further continuance of them, and calling his
attention to the ¢ Cambrian ’ frigate under sail near the vessels
aground with a flag of truce at her mast head, sent there by
me for that express purpose, he signified to me that if I
would recall the frigate and send a boat it would be more
likely to have the effect desired; with which I immediately
complied. He then left the ship, apparently much satisfied
with our interviews. We supposed him not to understand
any language but his own, and spoke of him and his visit
openly upon that supposition. But Captain Curzon, who
attended him out of the ship, having observed aloud ¢that
he appeared to be a very fine fellow, and that he pitied him
from his heart,’ was surprised by his saying in return, ‘I
thank you.’

Although I thought that the chastisement that Tbrahim
had brought upon his fleet, and the warning I had sent him
through Tahir Pacha, would prevent any further act of hos-
tility on his part, it was advisable to prepare for the worst.
I therefore placed the ‘Cambrian’ and < Glasgow’ frigates with
the ‘Trident’ and ‘Provence’ French ships of the line which
remained uninjured, opposite Ibrahim’s camp, with orders to
open their fire upon it in case of any gun being fired from
the forts upon the crippled ships whilst quitting the harbour.
When we first weighed anchor we had a light favourable
breeze, which diminished to almost a calm with light flaws
of wind in a contrary direction at the moment when the

* See letter, p. 76,
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whole of us were passing the narrows. This occasioned con-
siderable confusion by obliging the ships to risk their getting
aground on either side, which probably would have taken
place but for the assistance of the boats of the squadron to
those who were most in want of it. The extraordinary ap-
pearance of the ships under their jury rigging, contrived
according to their different necessities and the means they
had of providing for their sea voyage—all heaped together
in the very entrance of the harbour—and the anxiety lest
the forts should open their fire upon them in that. condition,
made it a moment of extreme anxiety which will not easily
be erased from my memory; but it would form a beautiful
subject for such a painter as Vandervelde.

This chivalrous zeal to afford help to each other—
and chivalrous eagerness in each to give public acknow-
ledgment of the help received from another—was one
of the most unalloyed pleasures attending this day of
trial and danger. It showed how fortunate the Com-
mander-in-chief was in the instruments placed within
his hands to work with. Even his own captains were
most of them unknown to him before he came to his
command ; but he was not unknown to them by
character, and his frank and loyal bearing had quickly
won their confidence.

Whatever might be the reciprocal prejudices of the
two Rear-Admirals, both the Russians and the French
had confidence in the English; and all combined to
support their leader with “heart and hand. Enghsh
French, and Russian ships came to each other’s assist-
ance as circumstances called for it; and brave men who
had done their own duty nobly, delighted to proclaim the
merits of their companions in arms, and the aid they had
received from them. It was a happy contrast in that
respect to the difficulties Lord Howe had to contend
with in /s day of glory and of trial; and forcibly
recalled the words written by Sir E. C. ’to his Wlfe on
the 1st June, 1812 :—

¢ Here is the anniversary of the glorious and ever-memor-
able 1st June. Eighteen years have elapsed since the day
of that grand battle. And if the captains of that day had
done thevr duty as they do now, it would still keep its pre-
eminence over all the subsequent victories of Nelson himself,
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because there was no Cadiz to take shelter in, and the whole
might probably have entered Sp1thead together, captors and
captured forming one grand spectacle.’

A letter from Mr. Thomas Kerigan (of H.M.S. ¢ Blonde®) to Sir
Edward Codrington.
March 26, 1845.

DEar Sir,—I feel much pleasure in giving you the sub-
stance of the conversation which took place at the gun-room
table of the ¢ Blonde,” shortly after our arrival at Constan-
tinople in June, 1829.

Tahir Pacha, the Turkish Vice-Admiral, and the second
in command, came on board the °Blonde,” attended by
several ofﬁcers, and took a minute survey of the ship.

After completing the object of his mission he came into the
gun-room, and took a seat at our table; he was very com-
municative, and entered largely into the particulars relating
to the Battle of Navarin. . . . He then talked of the
battle, and of the distinguished prowess of the English
Admiral, who, tall as a mast, was conspicuous in all parts of
his flag-ship, directing the operations of the most sangui-
nary and destructive battle that had taken place for many
ages between two hostile fleets. At one time, as the
English Admiral stood upon the poop, taller than the
mizen mast, (I use the very words as reduced to English
by our interpreter,) I directed a company of riflemen to
take a deliberate aim at him, and put an end to the
dreadful conflict by shooting him through the head or
heart, telling them that it was the only hope of salvation
which was open to us. ¢Destroy the English Admiral and
the day is ours; for when he falls his ships will surrender
and not fire another gun.” Well, my riflemen fired at the
English Admiral; they took a deliberate aim at him, the
same as if they were only firing at a target; but, like a
target, a pillar, he stood firm and untouched; and, though
taller than the mizen-mast, noble, goodly, and erect,—a fine
man (here the Pacha raised his hand high above his head),
the best marksmen in the fleet were not able to strike him ;
he was proof against all their shots. But it was the will of
God that he should be saved from my sharp-shooters; it
was God alone that saved him ; and shortly after T was a
prisoner on board his flag-ship. But he appeared so mild and
benignant, so calm, cool, and collected, that in his presence
I forgot the enemy, and looked upon him at once as my con-
queror and my friend. He is nof the enemy of our country,
though he destroyed twenty-eight of our ships, and sacrificed
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nearly 11,000 of our best seamen. But the English Admiral
is not to be blamed for all this destructive waste and
slaughter ; he is a great and good man; it was the will of
God that we should suffer a grievous loss; he was favoured
by Heaven, and God armed his hands for battle, and pre-
pared his heart for a great victory over the fleets of Turkey
and Egypt.

The above is a verbatim statement of what Tahir Pacha
said relative to you and to the ever-memorable Battle of
Navarin. TroMAS KERIGAN.

The following notes, though twelve years out of date,
will not, I think, be considered out of place, from the
interesting account they give of one of the prominent
actors in the Battle of Navarin.

Notes written by Captain Henry Codrington of Iis meetmg
with Tahir Pacha tn 1838-9.

H.M.S. ¢ Talbot,” at Smyrna.

I was present at an entertainment given in honour of
Tahir Pacha, then on his way through Smyrna from Con-
stantinople to take possession of his Government of the
Pachalic of Aidin to which he had just been appointed.
(3myrna is in the Pachalic of Aidin.) One of the bystanders
informed him of my name, upon which he desired me to be
sent for from the other side of the room and presented to
him. He received me with great kindness and cordiality of
manner, asked me if T was the son of Sir Edward Codrington,
and on my saying that I was, he replied that he always
considered him as one of his greatest friends to whom he
" was under great obligation. He then took me by the hand,
saying, ¢ Come and sit down with me, we must have some
conversation together :* he then led me out of that crowded
room into the next, which happening to be equally full, he
led me on to a third room which was more quiet and with
several vacant sofas. Taking possession of one, he made me
sit down alongside him, his friend and man of business (Mr.
Kune I think is his name) being also close to us, and
occasionally joining in conversation, and explaining when
our deficient Italian put us at fault. He understood Italian
very well, and spoke it passably himself.

English and French he did not speak, and professed not to
understand. He enquired much after my father, asked how
and where he was, and what he was doing now, &e., &c.; he
spoke of his kindness to him on board the ¢ Asia’ after the
battle of Navarin, and said how greatly he considered him-
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self indebted to him, and how much he admired his cha-
racter. He asked if I was going to Constantinople. I said
I was not going immediately, though probably a short time
hence the ship I commanded might be sent to be stationed
there. ¢ Well,” said he, ¢ my house is at Balta Liman (on the
Bosphorus close above Constantinople), and Ihope to see you
there: and,” added he, ¢if I knew when you would be at Con-
stantinople I would go there to receive you.” This certainly
sounded rather Eastern and allegorical, for the Pacha of the
Province Aidin to go all the way to Constantinople to re-
ceive the captain of a foreign ‘donkey’ frigate, as T well
knew the difference of value in Turkey and Turkish estima-
tion of Pachas and captains of donkey frigates: but the
future showed that whatever verbiage there was in this, his
kindness was real, and shown at Constantinople as well ag
at Smyrna. The conversation continued for some time on
various topics, old Tahir expressing himself (for a Turk)
rather freely, as if conscious of being individually in a posi-
tion sufficiently secure, and in times improved enough,
to allow of his doing so. Besides natural shrewdness
and habit of observation, his remarks showed consider-
able acquaintance with the men and names of the day, and
the changes consequent on the modification of the old
régime that was going on. He evidently had a good head,
and, for a Turk, was a man of business; but there was a
coldness in his grey eye, and an expression of decision and
hardness of character in his countenance, which, in spite of
all his kindness to me personally, gave mc the idea that
there might be some foundation for the prevailing reports
of his sternness and occasional violence and cruelty. On
my rising to take leave of him, I said something civil about
not wishing to obtrude longer upon him, or take up more of
his time from others whom he might wish to see; and I
thanked him for the kindness with which he had received
me. Before I had quite finished, he interrupted me, and
taking my hand in one of his, he patted me on the shoulder
with the other, saying, ¢ Figlio di Codrington figlio mio.” One
or two days afterwards he went on to Aidin. I was much
pleased with his manner and kindness to me as my father’s
son; and having, luckily, a print of my father, T sent it to
Tahir as a souvenir of one who had always had a very
high esteem for him, Tahir. In the meantime, for I don’t
exactly know which was done first, he had ordered his man
of business to present me a horse,—a very nice little
Turkish horse that had belonged to himself, as a mark of
his friendship for me. He also, after receiving the print,
wrote a kind letter of thanks to me.
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In the winter of 1840, when the ¢ Talbot’ was at Constan-
tinople, I again met old Tahir, and several times called on
him in his own house at Balta Liman. He was now out of
office, but as stately in person and as vigorous in mind as
ever. He subsequently visited me on board the ¢Talbot,’
but declined all salutes or honours. On my first visit to
his house, while we were sitting with pipes and coffee in
his morning room, he suddenly rose, and taking me by the
hand, led me through one or two rooms till he came to one
which, with other Kuropean furniture, had pictures hung
up round it; then leading me up to one, he pointed it out
to my notice. It was a picture in oils of the Battle of
Navarin!!! I was astonished at this; for it seemed extra-
ordinary that he, one of the commanders of a beaten fleet,
beaten too in the act of their dirty work, should thus seek
to perpetuate the glory of his opponents, and thus keep
before his own eyes such a record of the disgrace and hu-
miliation of his country’s arms. The explanation is, perhaps,
that these people do not feel the bond of nationality as we
do. The personal character of an individual, with them, as
with us, is of great consequence to himself, or may be so, as
it materially affects his prospects in life besides touching his
personal honour; but if there is in their imagination such a
thing as a national character, it has no connection with the
individual personally.

Tahir was not implicated in the Turkish breach of faith
which preceded the battle, nor responsible for the mismanage-
ment by which they brought it on; but'he felt that like a
brave man he had done his duty, and fought with courage
and honour in the greatest battle that had occurred for years;
-.and that in fact the Battle of Navarin did him, Tahir, per-
sonally much credit. To a man who, like him, had by turns
been in the service of most of the Mussulman states—a soldier
of fortune seeking the means of rising in life—the nationality
of the calamity that destroyed his fleet was but a name.
With us the national character and that of the individual
are so closely interwoven, that anything affecting the credit
of his country is of the greatest moment to the individual
citizen. He considers himself in some, degree as one of its
guardians, and he would resent personally anything to the
disparagement of his country, nationally.

Tell an Englishman his sovereign is no better than he or
she ought to be; that his countrymen are a set of rogues,
or his country a faithless one,—and he will knock you down.
Tell a Turk the same, and he will say, Allah! Kerim! A
Turk has no country: an Englishman has, and it is his own.
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i also saw in Tahir’s house prints of several other national
engagements, including the First of June, Lord Howe’s
victory : one of those of the First of June was a rare one
that I had not seen before. At Smyrna he had his young
son with him, a nice-looking, modest lad (he was not allowed
to sit in his father’s presence), and he seemed pleased when
at Constantinople I asked for him again, and I saw him.
Old Tahir can make a joke now and then. One day, standing
together by the block of stone placed near the Giant’s Land-
ing-place (or landing-place of the Giant’s Mountain) where
the Russian auxiliary army had been encamped, he pointed
to it and said, ‘You, England and France, placed that moun-
tain there.” Not imagining a joke in his grave eye and face,
I replied that I had heard the Russians had placed it
there. <Well,’ said he, ‘was it not the conduct of England
and France that brought the Russians here ?’ I felt that
I could not say it really was not. He was then, in 1840,
still an active, energetic man; and one day in his garden,
after a cup of coffee, he suddenly called for his horses, and
starting off at full speed, he led me a very sharp burst as
hard as we could go, galloping by winding narrow paths up
the face of the steep hills that overhung his house. I was
glad, and the lorses too, when we reached his farm at the
top. The character attributed to him at Constantinople is
that of a good, active officer, but too harsh and severe for the

present day.
H. J. CopriNGTON.

The letters of hearty congratulation received by Sir
E. C. on the victory of Navarin are far too numerous
for insertion; they came fromadmirals, generals, and
other friends well capable of forming a judgment on
the subject, and were much valued by him. I have
inserted a very few of these cordial and gratifying testi-
monials ; and have refrained from adding more for fear
of overburdening the text with them.

From Admiral Sir John Gore to Sir E. C.
. November 12, 1827,
My pEAR CopRINGTON,—I must leave you to the dictates
of your own feelings to render justice to ours towards you and
yours upon the first intimation of your great and most un-
paralleled victory over the Turco-Egyptian fleet in Navarin
harbour. To say that we congratulate you, however sincere,

VOL. II. I
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sounds cold, and not to convey an iota of our sentiments. We
are all alive to all that you and dear Lady C. can enjoy on such
an occasion, and we fully participate in it all. We rejoice with
you and we unite in the national exultation that the navy have
clearly manifested being in its full vigour after thirteen years
of peace. There can be but one sentiment on such an event, and
we all feel proud that our friend has achieved it. May you live
long in happiness to enjoy the honours so nobly won! Your
official letter is perfect—you have left nothing unsaid nor
anything to unsay. You came, you saw, you conquered
and you, by yourself, you, set a noble example which all
will be proud to follow when you and I are returned to our
native dust. And let the consequences or results of this
merited chastisement be as it may, you can only feel the
proud consciousness that you have fulfilled your duty amidst
dangers and awful scenes never before witnessed !

Your loss has been severe in officers, but when the nature
of the action is considered, the cross-fire you must have been
exposed to, and the number of deliberately pointed guns
fired from batteries and vessels unoccupied by your ships, I
am only surprised that it was not greater, deplorable as it is.
I can fancy the effect of “‘Asia’s’ broadside in such a situation,
and you had a fine opportunity of experiencing all the
advantages of your round stern over ¢ Genoa’s’ old-fashioned
one. I have no chart togive an idea of Navarin, and thereby
enable me to judge completely of your own and the adver-
sary’s position. Could you send me a sketch, however rough?
Sir George Montagu will be pleased to see such ; and note the
direction of the wind when you entered. ¢ Warspite’ (William
Parker) is on the way to join you, but I conclude that all
your ships will be replaced. I propose to go to London to-
morrow to learn the sentiments of the Admiralty upon the
rewards for such services. They are cold and close, but I
will see the Lord High Admiral if I can. He so highly
applauded all your conduct previous to this brilliant service,
that he cannot fail to extol it now. Dear Lady C., how
anxious I am to hear of her after this excitement of her
noble soul. Her proud feeling that her husband has won
the day, and under circumstances so peculiarly novel—a
British Admiral leading a confederated fleet of Russians,
French, and English against Turks and Egyptians, to vie-
tory so entirely perfect! We all unite, my dear friend, in
shouts of admiration and most sincere good wishes to you on
this great event; may it please God to bless you with many
years of health to enjoy the result.

Believe me your faithfully-attached friend,
JoHN GoORE.
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‘Whitehall: November 13, 1827.

The King has been pleased to nominate and appoint
Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Codrington, Knight Commander
of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, to be a
gnight Grand Cross of the said Most Honourable Military

rder.

The King has also been pleased to nominate and appoint
the undermentioned officers in the Royal Navy to be
Companions of the said Most Honourable Military Order of
the Bath, viz.,

Captain John Ackworth Ommanney,
37 the Hon. J. A. Maude.
5 the Hon. Frederick Spencer.
- Edward Curzon.
Commander John Norman Campbell.
% Richard Dickinson.
5 George Bohun Martin.
5 Lewis Davies.
5 the Hon. William Anson.
o the Lord Viscount Ingestrie.
3 Robert Lambert Baynes.

From H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence to Sir E. C.
Admiralty : November 19, 1827,

Drar Sir,—In the first place, I am to congratulate you
on the splendid victory you have obtained, and rejoice you
are quite well. I admire your perfect conduct on the day
of battle, and most highly appreciate the exertions of all |
ranks under your orders.

This will be delivered to you by our common friend, Sir
John Gore, who proceeds, with the approbation and the
perfect knowledge of the Cabinet, to obtain a complete
and satisfactory explanation to certain questions which his
Majesty’s confidential servants have thought it their duty to
put to you respecting the cause of your going into Navarin
Bay, and the commencement of the firing. Last night a
messenger was despatched from the Earl Dudley with the
very queries which you will, I make no doubt, so satisfactorily
answer through Sir John Gore. I mention this fact because
the Cabinet sent him off in such a hurry that there was no
time to inform me, who was, being Sunday, out of town at
Bushy, or otherwise I should most certainly have written.

Ever believe me, dear Sir,
Yours most sincerely,
Winnam.

1%
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P.8.—By the mail coach of this evening I send down to
Captain Bridgeman, of the ‘Rattlesnake,’ your Insignia of the
Bath, and the crosses of the C.B.’s for the various Captains
and Commanders who had the honour and happiness of
serving under, and sharing with you the glory of the 20th of
October last.

By the same conveyance I venture to send a sword from
myself, which I trust you will accept as a small token of my
admiration of your conduct in Navarin Bay.

From H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence to Sir B. C.

Bushy House : December 2, 1827,
Dear Sir,—I am to acknowledge yours of 9th August at

Vourla, &e. . . . . Youwere perfectly right in proceed-
ing off Navarin with the squadron. I make no doubt you
will always do your duty. . . . Having now answered

all your letters except that which relates to your Action, I
now enter on this interesting and glorious event. I could
have wished, either by the messenger who preceded Sir John
Gore, or by that Admiral, to have written at once. But I
really had not time. Not being in the Cabinet, I can only
look at the business as a sea officer, and I do therefore, from
the bottom of my heart, congratulate you on the event. The
¢ Asia’s’ fire speaks for itself—the Capitana Bey’s ship a
perfect wreck with 650 killed out of 850! I rejoice all did
their duty. Everybody must lament poor Bathurst. I
altogether approve of Captain Davies’s promotion. I have, of
course, promoted Lord Ingestrie. Anson is also a Captain,
‘and all the commanders in the ships of the line are, or will
be, made Captains, as will those in the sloops . . . I
approve entirely of the two mates of the ¢ Asia’ being made
Lieutenants. Iam confident you will ever reward merit. I
trust the ¢ Asia’ will be able to continue your flagship.

I rejoice your colleagues have so well done their duty.
Capitaine Hugonin ¢ I’Armide > has eminently shone. Your
gallant son has been most seriously wounded, but I trust in
God by this time he is quite well again. You must have had
plenty to do to refit the ships so far as to return to Malta,
where, thank God, we know they are safe arrived. I under-
stand from Lord Ingestrie the Turkish, Egyptian, and
Tunisian squadrons hardly exist.

I have now answered your letters, and have to add the
King of France has nominated you a Grand Cross of the
Order of St. Louis; Captain Fellowes a Knight Commander
of the Legion of Honour, and all the captains and com-
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manders who were actually in the command of ships and
vessels of the British during the action in Navarin to be
Knights of St. Louis. I suppose we shall hear shortly of
similar honours to yourself and the gallant fine fellows
under your command from the Emperor of Russia. On every
account I must and shall be anxious to hear from you after
the arrival at Malta of Sir John Gore. For the present,
adieu, and ever believe me, :
Dear Sir, yours sincerely,
WiLLiam.

From H.R.H. the Duke of Clarence to Sir E. C.

Admiralty : December 7,1827.

DEar Sir,—This morning brought me yours of October
26th, between Navarin and Malta, and your letter of Novem-
ber 17th from Malta.

In answer to your first and most important letter, I shall
begin by observing how sincerely I do rejoice at the whole
fleet having got out of Navarin without any damage, and
that equally the ensuing gale did not any damage. Your
remarks are just, that the passions of men will be up in great
events, and you write your first letter, them cool. 1 un-
derstand your reason for taking up your anchoring ground
as you did: the pilot may have been killed contrary to
orders. I can easily conceive the surrounding vessels on
fire were very dangerous; the wetting of the decks and
beams was very judicious ; your contest, from the numbers
of the enemy, must have been severe. I clearly understand
you must have felt the shortness of complement on board the
¢ Asia’ ; the enemy were clearly numerous. The ¢Talbot’
and ¢L’Armide’ did indeed their duty; I make no doubt
the ¢ Cambrian ’ and ¢ Glasgow’ did all they could. As for
the consequences of your victory I will not venture an
opinion. I hope yow are right and I, therefore, wrong; but
I am more inclined to believe in war than peace. You were
very wise in placing the French opposite to the Hgyptians.
I trust with all my heart your son is quite recovered.

God bless you both, and ever believe me, dear Sir,

Yours truly,
WiLLiaM.
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From Sir John Gore to Sir E. C.

November 14, 1827,

My pEArR CobRINGTON,—In my letter of Monday 1 pur-
posed to make my bow of congratulation to the Lord High
Admiral upon your brilliant victory under his Royal High-
ness’s administration. I did so yesterday, and was well re-
ceived and most truly gratified by the unmeasured terms of
approbation he (the Duke of Clarence) expressed on the
whole of your conduct, and the admirable manner you have
secured yourself from being made a political ¢cat’s paw,” by
identifying the French and Russians so completely in the
cause.

¢ As T have nothing to do with political considerations,
and only look to the conduct of the navy, when I sent Cod-
rington’s despatches to the King I requested that the Grand
Cross of the Bath should be sent to him at once ; and as the
case is entirely novel, and sloops of war have fought with
ships of the line, I have promoted all the commanders, the
senior officer of each rank in every ship, and, contrary to
the routine, I have given the vacancies in the Marines to the
officers on the spot. But, to effect this, I have been obliged
to fight a battle to overcome the obstinate prejudices which
exist in that Boardroom of which you can form no idea—
yes, you can, from their treatment of you respecting the
Signal Committee; but I conquered, and will again, in
order to do justice.’

He then told me that Ministers are thrown on their backs
- by your splendid achievement in chastening the faithless
Mussulman ; that they could not imagine the probability of
such results, and that he had a personal altercation almost
amounting to open quarrel with Mr. Canning for sending
the ¢ Genoa’ and ‘Albion’ to you, and thal ¢ Warspite’ is
now on her way to you unknown to the Cabinet (ex officio).
‘T told Mr. C., presiding as I do over the navy, it is my duty
to preserve its importance, and I will not suffer a risk of its
disgrace. If your object is peace, send such a force as will
command it, not one to invite hostilities. It is strange that
Sir George C. sided with Canning against my opinion, and
no man was more astonished at the arrival of Codrington’s
despatch than him. But they shall not catch me asleep.
I have ordered “ Revenge,” “Ocean,” and “ Wellesley * to sail
as soon as possible to replace the ships coming home. The
consequences of this victory to the navy must be most bene-
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ficial and lasting, and it is my duty to see justice done to all
who aided in its achievement.’

‘Your Royal Highness has enhanced the value of your
approbation by the promptness of the rewards.’

‘Yes, in that consists the advantage of my nof being a
Cabinet Minister. I, like the Duke of York, have only to
look to my own duty, without waiting the cold calculation of
political considerations. Ministers would gladly shelter them-
selves from the odium of the nation by throwing the blame
on Codrington ; but he has done his duty nobly. I will up-
hold him. And he has placed himself above their disappro-
bation by linking Count Heiden and Admiral De Rigny to
his car.’

This is the substance (if not verbatim) of our conversation
on the subject.

I long for a chart of the port and the position of the fleels
—all the ships. Cannot dear Harry send me one? I was
delighted to hear from the Duke, Spencer, and Will, that
on the 23rd said Harry was doing quite well, and that you
were not under any anxiety about him. I reada copy of the
Duke’s letter to Mrs. Bathurst. It is manly, beautiful, and
most truly benevolent; so that in all respects he has done,
and is doing, well ou this great and glorious occasion! And
now again, my good friend, let me congratulate you on all
these results, and the honourable commendation I hear from
all persons of your whole conduct. It was truly gratifying
to me yesterday in London to hear but one sentiment
respecting your conduct—though the policy which led to it is
very loudly execrated as likely to produce incalculable results.
Sir George Montagu is delighted, and commands Geena and
me to communicate to you his highest sentiments of admira-
tion and congratulation. The voice of the nation will doubt-
less be expressed in Parliament, and yourself and subordi-
nates receive the high meed of your valour.

From Str Isambard Brunel to Captain W. Codrington.

November 17, 1827,

One of the most extraordinary circumstances of the late
achievement of your worthy father is that of his being the
first British commander who has commanded a French fleet,
and where the French have shown a cordiality and devoted-
ness which reflects the highest credit on both; most parti-
cularly on your father for having directed everything with
so much regard towards the different parties.
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That he is safe and well after this, is for his friends a most
delightful reflection, and in this feeling no one is more sin-
cere than

Yours truly,
M. I. BRUNEL.

On the Allied fleets separating for repair and refit
after the battle of Navarin, it was arranged with
Admiral de Rigny, who was to remain at Smyrna,
that he should undertake the duties in the Archipelago,
and especially the watching the ports of Navarin,
Modon, &ec., in the Morea.

The refittal of the Russian squadron occupied the
main attention and resources of Malta Dockyard ; the
English squadron, which reached that port on the 3rd
November, was afterwards sent to Kngland, as the
quickest means of refit and return. ;

There remained at Malta no disposable vessel for
the Admiral’s flag, which was temporarily hoisted on
board a 28-gun frigate then under repair.

But, although at Malta, this was no idle time for
Sir E. Codrington. Every available vessel had been
dispersed for the protection of British subjects in the
Ottoman ports against possible fanatical outbreaks ;
Greek piracy required immediate and decided measures
for its suppression, with or without the consent of
Count Capo d'Istrias, the President of Greece, who was
on the point of arrival.

The slowness and inefficiency of communication at
that time are shown by the fact that the affair of Patras,
the Battle of Navarin, and the subsequent arrival of
the English fleet at Malta on the 3rd November, all
took place before the receipt from London of the
Protocol and Instructions of 15th October, by which a
final answer was obtained to questions of importance
put by Sir E. C. to Mr. S. Canning in August.

These Instructions of October 15th are printed in the
Appendix.* They were in answer to, and confir-
mation of) the previous views and corresponding acts
undertaken by Sir E. C. on his own responsibility, as

* See Appendix,
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to preventing or facilitating particular movements of the
Ottoman ships between their own ports, whether in
Greece, Egypt, or Turkey. Yet in a subsequent part
of this memoir will be seen a declaration of the Govern-
ment, that he who originated them did not understand
or obey them.—W. J. C.

From Sir E. C. to Earl Dudley.

¢ Asia,’ in Malta harbour : November 8, 1827,

Your private letter of October 16* proved excellent medi-
cine to me, my good friend, early this morning in my sick
bed. I knocked up just before our arrival here on the 3rd.
You will find that we maritime diplomatists are rather rapid
in our proceedings, and that we have already advanced in
anticipation of your instructions as well as those which we
get from Constantinople. Thus it is, you will say, with
people whose only dragoman are cannon shot; and I will
say, this is the way with people who have confidence in the
due support of their employers, and who see the advantage
of their boldly undertaking at once that which they feel must
be done eventually. Had we waited in a blockade for further
instructions, the base and brutal Ibrahim would have devas-
tated the Morea whilst we were looking on. He cannot do
more ; and if he should, it will be at his own eventual cost.
But when I can give myself to this part of the subject, I
propose submitting to Mr. 8. Canning my opinion that a
warning to the Porte and to the Pacha of Egypt of certain
consequences, will alter his system. We can turn the tables
on him, I think, and his provisions-will not last him long, even
if the Greeks should not enter upon that harassing warfare
which I am trying to press upon them. I hope the strong
measures which the horrid conduct which Greek ecruisers
have lately pursued under the encouragement of the present
venal Provisional Government obliged myself and my col-
leagues to have recourse to, will have the effect we expect of
leading the legislative body to change the individuals com-
posing it, without even waiting for Capo d’Istrias. For with-
out putting their power aside no good could arise, and Greece
would be quite ruined before the final arrangements could be
entered into. I am sanguine enough to think that the
wvictory of October 20, instead of creating a war, will prove
the only means of preserving peace. Here again you will
smile at my maritime diplomacy. First, the Turk will suc-
cumb and accede to the Treaty ; secondly, the Russians will

* See page 460, Vol. I,
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have no excuse for not stopping their meditated march on
Constantinople, which I imagine them to be now actually
beginning, and submitting to the silken bonds by which that
Treaty has so ably tied them down; and thirdly, the Greeks
will, by our present power to watech them, be obliged to act
on their own coast, and enter into some sort of trade instead
of living by piracy ; and during this process a better class of
men will probably come forward. I will not enter into the
story of the battle, since I have detailed all that concerns it
in my official letters so fully. I consider it merely what the
pugilists would term a ¢ turn up,” arising from our suddenly
entering the antagonists’ quarters uninvited, and whilst they
were in the act of training; but I will say before the best of
them, that it would not have disparaged the loftiest stage
and the finest ring which could have been collected in
Europe.

From Sir H. C. to Mr. 8. Canning.

¢ Asia,’ at Malta: November 12, 1827,

DEear Sir,—From the time of the ¢Rifleman’ having
joined my flag with your despatches, I have been so unwell
I could do no more than get through the daily demands
which have been made upon me; demands, indeed, which to
a man in health would have been very agreeable, as they
have arisen out of our late success.

By these last you will see that I have never lost s1ght of the
subject of piracy, although I have not had time to form
speculative opinions upon it, or have been able to aid you
with my sentiments as much as I could wish ; I assure you
it has not been for want of disposition to do so, but merely
owing to that multiplicity of demands upon me (even when
I had to manage the treacherous Ibrahim singlehanded), that
the day was not long enough for me to work through its
duties. You will see that Mehemet Ali, as well as his worthy
son, has been playing a game both with the French and our-
selves. .

It is clear to me that he Wlshed to be able to tell the Porte,
that he had been assured of English support in case of his
throwing off his allegiance, in order thereby to obtain Da-
mascus and Syria, and to be put, as Mr. Salt termed it, at
the head of the Mussulman world. Upon the subject of the
French officers, I cannot do better than refer Your Excel-
lency to the communications which Admiral de Rigny will
have made to Count Guilleminot.

I am convinced that the attack and resistance of the
Turco-Egyptian fleet was owing to the renegade Letellier
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having persuaded Ibrahim that the French squadron would
not co-operate with us; and that by his plan of placing us
in the centre of their fire, we should be effectually destroyed.

The venal composition of the present Provisional Govern-
ment of Greece naturally gave rise to the fresh intrigue of
Colocotroni and other Capitani. The language openly held
in all personal communications wherever we went, as to the
consequences to the parties eventually, had probably pre-
vented the success of all those attempts; and the influence
which the late battle has given us will preponderate still
more decisively hereafter. You will see by the strong mea-
sures we have felt ourselves called upon to adopt, that we
dreaded consequences beyond the contemplation of your
letters, unless a stop were put at once to the proceedings
therein practised.

I am, &ec.,
Epwp. CoDRINGTON.

From Sir E. C. to Mr. 8. Canning.
(Confidential.)

¢ Asia,’ at Malta : November 12, 1827,

DEar Sir,—I have been so ill since the receipt of your
letter by the ¢ Rifleman,” that I could not till now send her
back to you as I wished for the chance of her being wanted.
By this time the conduct of the Sultan must be decided ; but
I send the ¢ Rifleman,’ nevertheless, for my own satisfaction,
and for the chance of getting late despatches that way from
you. If there be no occasion for her stay, you will obhge me
by not detaining her.

De Rigny is quite cured of any predilection he may have
had for the Egyptians; and well he may, for nothing can be
more clear than that Mehemet Ali has long been playing him
off to his private purposes. The opinions contained in his
letters, of which you have sent me copies, are similar to
those he has always expressed to me. And that wily chief
seems to have worked in the same manner upon Mr. Salt,
and even Colonel Cradock, who counld hardly believe in his
treachery until it became too glaring. Perhaps if I had had
a personal communication with him, I might have felt the
same confidence ; but I could never be persuaded that Hydra
was the sole object of such preparations ; and even if 1 had
not found it requisite to watch Lord Cochrane’s movements,
I should still have kept in the neighbourhood of Zante.
However, as it was that over-reliance on the good faith of
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Ibrahim which induced De Rigny to let him see the French
squadron quit Navarin, instead of going away in some dark
night as I proposed, and which consequently led to the battle
from which I expect so much eventual good, I have no rea-
son to complain of it. After he heard of the Turks being
out, he still remained at Cervi with his two sound ships of
the line, and his own and another frigate, instead of coming
away at once as he should have done. And yet, upon learn-
ing from Bompard the detail of Ibrahim’s plans about going
from Patras to Hydra, he himself observed: ¢ So that if any
one ship, even a frigate, had been off Navarin when you
drove him from Patras, he would not have attempted to re-
enter that port.” I give you this merely to make you aware
of everything, but not to lessen De Rigny in your eyes; for
his conduct in the battle, and on all occasions when present
with me, has been as able and as cordial as possible. You
will see that the urgency of the case obliges us in many in-
stances to anticipate instructions from you as well as from
home. Before explanations can be given, the mischief would
be done. I have now an order, or rather a power, to detain
Lord Cochrane’s schooner, which I shall announce both to
him and to the Greek legislative body, that we may avoid
the necessity of it.

T feel confident that the strong line I have taken respect-
ing the conduct of the Greeks will make them give their
exertions a more proper direction at sea, and leave our com-
merce more unrestrained. Malta has been almost blockaded
of late by the Greek vessels of war, and the Ionian Islands
much in the same state. These vessels have been under
regular license from the Provisional Government, who share
a twentieth of the condemnations. With respect to Proto-
cols, you will see that in one important instance—my de-
cision to place the fleet in Navarin with the Turks—my
colleagues supported me by a regular document of that sort.
But separated as we must necessarily be, it is not possible
for us in general to adopt that proceeding. We are obliged
to act on the spur of the moment as the occasion requires:
and though we cannot pledge each other to our measures
thus separately entered upon, they are undertaken upon a
previous concert as to contingencies.

Believe me, &c.,
Epwp. CobriNgTON.
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Euxtract of a letter from Sir E. C. to the Admiralty.

¢ Asia,’ at Malta : November 16, 1827.

The Tunisian Admiral, who was with the fleet at Navarin,
sent me word that he had had no intention to take part in
any bostility against us,* and that he hoped I would permit
him toreturn to Tunis, in a brig, the only remaining vessel
of his squadron. I acceded immediately to this, assuring
him that T had only acted in self-defence ; and that having
amply punished the perfidy of Ibrahim Pacha, I should con-
sider the battle as a mere casual event to be attributed to
the misconduct of that individual, and as not likely to inter-
rupt the amity which before prevailed betwixt England and
the several Ottoman Powers. I am in hopes that this cir-
cumstance being made known by the Tunisian Admiral will
prevent any bratality on the part of the populace in any
of the Mussulman States.

I have, &e.,
Epwp. CoprINGTON.

At the N.W. corner of the island of Candia there rises from
the sea a small rocky island named Grabusa or Carabusa,
200 or 300 feet in height and perhaps half a mile across.
The greater part has a high perpendicular and impracticable
cliff for its coast, whilst at another smaller portion of the
island the ground rises in a steep grassy and stony slope
from low rocks up to the fort, which crowns the available
space at the top. The anchorage is bad from its small size
and rocky bottom: it is formed by the shelter between this
island and the mainland, and by a dangerous reef of rocks
which bars the effect of sea. But it well answered the pur-
‘pose of a refuge for pirates in their small vessels—and of
this class, description, and occupation were at that time
many of the so-called Greek men-of-war—the vessels an-
chored below, and their plunder was sent up to the castle,
which nominally was supposed to be in possession of the
Greek Government, and hoisted its flag. This nest of piracy,
the head-quarters of villains, who not only plundered vessels
but committed all sorts of crimes upon the crews, had to be
destroyed; and the duty was entrusted to Commodore Sir T.
Staines, lately arrived from England in H.M.S. ¢Isis,” by an

* On the subsequent taking of Carabusa there were found in a cask letters
from the Bey of Tunis to his Admiral at Navarin, enjoining him to do his
utmost to destroy the Allied ships; and the Bey of Tunis was informed
pointedly of the discovery of these instructions.
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order to destroy the fortress, with all vessels and boats of
whatever description belonging to it, and to carry to Malta
in irons for trial all persons who might be likely to be iden-
tified as principals in the piracies committed.—W. J. C.

At this period of difficulty, the English Admiral was
left by his Government without further information or
instructions than could be obtained from a despatch
containing ¢Queries’ as to the cause of the Battle of
Navarin.

On the 4th December, 1827, a small merchant brig
under sail was seen trying to reach the Island of Malta,
and attempting a well-known signal of ¢wishing to
speak the Admiral ;; and when, after some difficulty,
she had gained the anchorage, Vice-Admiral Sir John
Gore, an old and intimate friend of Sir E. Codrington,
who had been sent by the Government through France,
and had embarked in this brig at Marseilles, placed the
following despatch in the hands of Sir E. C.

From Barl Dudley to His Royal Highness the Lord High
Admiral, K.G. (sent to Sir E. C.).

Foreign Office : November 17, 1827.*

Sir,—His Majesty’s confidential servants have had under
mature consideration the despatch from Sir Edward Cod-
rington of October 21, which, together with its several enclo-
sures, has been transmitted to me by Your Royal High-
. ness’s command. They entirely concur with Your Royal
Highness in recognising the great skill and distinguished
bravery displayed by His Majesty’s naval forces on October
20, as well as the ability of Sir Edward Codrington in main-
taining that perfect harmony and good understanding with
the admirals commanding the Allied forces, which became
the guarantee of their cordial and gallant co-operation in
the hour of trial at Navarin. Whilst, however, His Majesty’s
Government are happy to make this acknowledgment, it is
impossible not to lament the loss of life with which this
severe conflict has been attended; and it is their duty to
consider the circumstances of this case with reference to the
instructions under which Sir E. Codrington was acting,
marked as they were by an anxious desire to avoid, except

Received December 4.
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in the last extremity, any act of hostility. In this view of
the question there are some points of great importance, upon
which the despatches hitherto received from the Admiral do
not convey that full explanation which His Majesty’s Govern-
ment deem it essential to obtain; the omission of which
they ascribe solely to the circumstances under which those
despatches were written, and to the Admiral’s anxiety to
transmit the earliest intelligence of the important event that
had occurred. -

The points respecting which further explanation is con-
sidered to be necessary are those adverted to in the following
Queries :—

1. Is the memorandum transmitted in Sir Edward Cod-
rington’s despatch of September 25 (Enclosure No. 7) the
only written document in which there is any specification of
the conditions of the armistice agreed upon with Ibrahim
Pacha ?

2. Was that memorandum communicated to Ibrahim
Pacha, or to any officer of the Turkish forces who had been
present at the conference at which the armistice was agreed
to?

3. It being stated in Sir Edward Codrington’s memoran-
dum that the armistice was to take effect by sea and land,
was there any article or any understanding in respect to the
forces and districts to be included in it, or as to the period
and mode of its termination ?

4. Was there any mode agreed upon for denouncing the
armistice by either party on receipt of the answer from Con-
stantinople P

5. On October 18, when the protocol was signed, had any
answer been received from Constantinople ; and, if so, was
the nature of that answer known to the admirals when they
agreed to the protocol ?

6. It having been alleged in the answer of Patrona Bey,
when he was turned back with the forces under his command
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